WHU’LI. WIN'IN ﬂHATOHY'-'%
—~-HERE'S A BUESS

OPINION EXPRESSED THAT MR.
SHIELDS’ ORATION IS ONE.
OF FOUR BEST.
Prof. Nichols Puts the Earlham, Otta-
Wa, Michigan and Minnesota Ora-
tors at Top of the List.

L

Prof. E. R. Nichols has taken con-
siderable time to review the ten ora-
tions in the Inter State odatorical con-
test and offers a review which will
undoubtedly be of much interest to
Ottawa students who want to see
Kansas’ man, John A. Shields, of Otta-
wa University, win out in the contest
at Omaha on May 20th. Prof. Nichols
says:

“To venture an opinion upon a set|
of orations before a contest is to run
the risk of having your judgment dis-
credited by the net result of that- dif-
ferehee of opinion always manifest
inh judges. Howevei*, since Ottawa
students and Ottawa people are inter-
égted ih this year’s Inter-State Contest
(and this article is written primari’y
for  them) and since I have had an
opportunity to read all the orations
I have the temerity to express my
ideas about them. hoping to agree at
least in part with the judges.

“There are ten orations in the con
test—seven of them will be delivered
at Omaha. The selection of the sev-
en is the task before the five prelimi-
ngry judges. - Were I a judge I should
eliminate the following three ora-
tions: ‘The Moulding Power,” by Karl
W. Becker, Wittenburg College, Ohio;
“poland’s Offering to the American,”
by Lew R. Saretsky, Beloit College,
Wisconsin; and ‘The Spirit of Our
Goevertment,” by Walter David, Wil-
liam Jewell College, Missouri.

“My  reasons for determining
aghinst these orations I sha’l state
briefly before discussing the merits
of the seven orations which I should
adinit to the contest. The first one,
* the Wittenburg oration, is rather an
estay “ugon education than an oration
with posgibilities or merit from the
speaking polit of view. It is too ab-
strdact, savers too much of the aca
" demic, and fails, where failure is dis-
astrous in holding the reader s atten-
tien.

“The Wisconsin oration to my mind
falls: betow the Beloit standard—
(this schoel having won several inter-




state contests —in that it is too mnar-}
row in scope, iries to make a prob-
lem where none exists, and failing re- |
solves itse f into a eulogy of Poland
and some of itg great men—a thing |
which Americans are not interested
in. Also it lacks the umniversal note
which might attract .our favor. I is
well written, but notwithstanding that
must have won the state contest on
Beloit’s reputation. .

“The William Jewell, or Missourl
oration too nearly resembles a politi-

| ca science ‘talk’ or a treatise on gov-

ernment, with a rehash of Judge Lind-
say’s articles in ‘Everybody’s throwna
in for good measure, to command res-
pect as an oration of true inter-state
caliber.

“0Of the orations which I Thave

| placed in the seven, ome, ‘The Bard

of the American Spirit, from Knox
College, Illinois, last place. As in Wis-

| consin Illinois must have had a weak

contest or given way before Knox

| reputation. It is the only oration in

the ten of the literary type—the bard

| of the American spirit being Wa't
| Whitman. It is a good, intelligent
| pece of criticism, and with judges
| fond of the poet might gain consid-

erable favor. The literary oration is
not popular at present, but the de-
parture from the great cause, great

| problem, or great man oration on the
| part of two such schools as Beloit and

Knox may be significant. Compared
with former orations of a literary

| type—Senator Robt. Lafollette’s ‘Tago’
| for instance—the Knox oration falls
| short of the true inter-state standard.
| In fact I may say before going farther

that I loek upon this inter-state con-
test as a rather Weak one compared
to some which have been he'd in
the last decade—to say nothing of
previous ones. .

“‘On the Sands of Time,” the

- | Creighton TUniversity, Nebraska, ora-

tion is a good piece of work. If its
writer had been content to take the
scaffolding down after completing the
fresco one would have been better
pleased. He forces an obvious out-
‘ine upon us, and this distracts from
the literary merits of the production.
The qualities of true greatness in the
lives of hereoic men is the subject of
discussion in this oration. Devotion
to duty is exemplified by St. Paul, per-
severance by Columbus, and unselfish
ness by Lincoln, although the
‘speaking’ possibilities of this oration
are good, it does naot seem ‘big enough’
to command a high mplace. In fact
I should not be surprised if it fails




{to" make the .geven. although I, per

{says: “The more you educate, the

book? ‘I thank an all-kind Creator
| for this tremendous possibility, that

1 fairest white. T thank Him that the

| inevitable tokens of my disgrace—
| that they may become my badge of

| least, of that mental and moral de

| mands modesty and a lack of the

sonally, like it well ehoiigh to give jt:.
a place.

“‘The Phi'osophy of the Race Prop
lem,—viewed from the negro’s stang:
point—the Iowa oration from Cornell -
College, 1 should’ give a low place, rec;,1
ognizing the fact that from the point,
of view of delivery it is a fine speech -
—as good perhaps as any speech i -
the contest. In argument it is altep
ﬁately strong and weak. I am in ’j
sympathy with the author’s resent
ment toward Smith, Dixon, Tillman,
Vardaman and others, but I do not
ike his method of manifesting it
There is enough distasteful egotism
in one paragraph to ruin the whole
oration. White or black, yellow or
red—the following paragraph would—
command my eondemnation and lose |
my vote:

“‘Mr. Dixon seems to believe that
physical characteristics are more po
tent factors in determining racial pos.
sibi illes than are mental and morat
traits.’ - Still speaking of the negro,

more impossible youS}/x:e-nﬁer his posi-
tion in a democracy. Can you change
the color of his skin, the kink of his
hair, the bulge of his lips or the
spread of his nose with a spelling

my skin, though black, may cover a
heart as pure as any that beats with.
in a Saxon’s breast. I thank him that
my hair, though kinked, may cover a
brain which can think as clear'y, and .
reason as profoundly as that of the

bulge of my lips and the spread of
my nose need not forever be the

honor if, after fifty years of educa
tion, I can show the rudiments, at

velopment, to acquire rwhich, the
Anglo-Saxon has taken a half-score of
centuries.’

“A college oration wabove all dé

‘lyric element.’ T wonder if the pers®
nal reference is in good taste here"p‘
Could not Mr. Dixon be answered Wlth_;;
better judgment in a different mal
ner? ’ ¢

“The four orations left—The E’VOlu |
tion of a World Peace,’ Earlham Col
lege, Indiana; ‘The New Idea’, Albioi:
College, Michigan; ‘The Civic EMes".i
saze of the Pilgrims,’ Carleton CoF.
lege, Minnesota; and ‘Lincoln, the.
Master Politician’ Ottawa, Kansas



:all excellent pieces of work and it
ard te to decide their order in the
rst division.
The Indigna oration is good until
reach the ha fway point. It is the
gartham type of stuff that is far in-
or, however, to the Earlham days
'of Kinney and Fuger. Its enthusiasm
“yines at the very point where it
fghould begin and we get the worn
gQqu regularly offered proposition of
;:the United States setting the nations
, ’an: example of disarmnment. There
[is nothing original about this—Glenn
{gorter Wishard did it all in a much
tpetter manner four or five years ago
'wnning , in  Northern  Oratorical
‘League and the Peace Contest. This
f"peace subject is over worked and de-
servés a sabbatical year. There is
1 very little that is or atorlcal about it
Wanyway. .
- “The New Ideal’ is a trifle too
mueh in the quiet essay order—still
Jts thought is so good that I have been
Kmeved to place it high. There are
ome or two references in it which are
n bad taste, but these are not ser-
Gous flaws. The general workmanship
is good. If delivered well it has an
excellent chance of winning. The
same might be said of the Indiana
oration.
: “The Civic Message of the Pil-
mwms' made a strong appeal to me.
It's picturing is superior to that of‘
the Indiana oration;—its thought is
m a par with that of the ‘New Ideal.
-—the Michigan oration; and more
than that, it tells a story—it possesses
, ! Lpattotlc interest. I fear its pleasing
| sfect—as our orator is here met on
ks own ground—patriotism, admira-
lion of high characters and story tell-
g interest. This Minnesota oration,
however seems to be a little abrupt
i its departure from the Pilgrim and
lis story to present conditions and
e need of the puritan spirit.
. “Mr, Shields’ oration on Lincoln
seems to me to surpass the Minne-
Wta oration in keping up the story
bterest. 1 believe it is better con-
fucted for delivery, and that it has
Llore effective conclusion. The Lin-
th oration is epen to the charge of

'f o Jack of orlgmahty ertainly, the
o aTerla,l is commonfproperty as all
i ‘?f‘ory must b "is upon the con-

ftuction of the oration, upon the Ju-
Gious oomment in it, and upon its

"rAWhe dehvered than When read
‘hI b¥se hopes for 1ts standing hlgh
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cellent chance. I believe he will be
successful in getting into the seven,
and I am inclined to concur with the
judgment of critics in some of our
neighboring institutions who say that
he has one of the three best orations
and real y ought to win.

“ In conclusion let me say again
that these remarks are merely perso-
nal opinion—are not aimed as a criti-
cism of the work of other-schools, nor
‘s it desired that they excite any con-
troversy should they happen to pene-
trate the sanctum sanctorum of any

of the colleges having orators in this
contest.”




