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ECONOMICS AND THE GOSPEL: a review of
Jn. V. Taylor's ENOUGH IS ENOUGH: A BIBLICAL CALL FOR MODERATION
IN A CONSUMER-ORIENTED SOCIETY (paper, Augsburg/77)...Elliott #1210

1. Though a book by an Anglican bishop on the British profit-system

and its dismal human effects, almost everything in it can be said of
the American situation; and two Americans have written an excellent

study guide at book-end: "Supplement: Study Helps for American Read-
ers'"--making it a first-rate (as well as inexpensive) text for church
discussion-groups.

2. The biblical savvy is, as seldom is truecof books on this subject,
also first-rate. The particular texts selected are the loci classici,
and the Hebrew and Greek is handled in depth and responsibly.

3. Taylor is an old hand with economic problems, and he deftly deals
with the Club of Rome's "Limits of Growth'" @nd criticisms thereof)
and E.F.Schumacher's "intermedite technology'--giving a down-to-earth
exposition of the latter, and making it even somewhat palatable to
the affluent Christian.

4. While the author does not connect directly with Max Weber's thesis
that ascetic forms of Protestantism were a significant factor in the
development of the spirit of capitalism, he is keenly aware of the
difference between asceticism for capitalization (accrued and funded
profit) and asceticism for others' needs--and says that the primary
shift in the developed world must be from the former to the latter.
The fact that he does not deal with state capitalism (="communism")
cannot be considered a weakness: he's talking to us, not them.

"5y In my #1209 last week (the verbatim on my conversation with a black
- _wbman radical), I was coming at the same stewardship-and-ecology

theme as Taylor's book. Tom says he plans to use it Roger Shinn

says it's a brand new approach to the Christian Have's discomfort
vis-a-vis Have-Nots. It's one of the few things I've distributed to
AF this autumn; no feedback except from Tom. It's realistic, and
written out of fear that at the trustees' retreat we'll deal with
pieces of the puzzle (such as NYTS investments) at the moralistic
(no-no, naughty-naughty, boo-hiss / self-righteousness compounded on
both sides) standoff level. (Personally, I fear to get into that dis-
cussion, for I am so radical vis-a-vis most of those most of whose con-
victions I share. But I could participate constructively if the arena
for discussion were something like this verbatim.)

6. The OT competence of Taylor--e.g., his control use of "shalom"--

is to be contrasted with most of the students who come to us, at any
academic level. P.42 is a masterpiece of exposition of a biblical
image-concept-ambience: '"shalom'" as related to wholeness and harmony
in God-awareness, anti-greed and pro-moderation. It confirms me in

my conviction that my course in "The Roots of the Roots'" (which is
also the substance of the Harper § Row book I'veAﬁbrklng on) 1is on

the right track: remedial and corrective Bible study (i.e., not only
does ignorance need to be overcome, but mislearning needs unlearning!).

7. P.21 is the book's essence: "Excess is the subject of this book
and the enemy which I shall try to invite you to fight...."....I've
ordered the book for the Library.




oy 8 r‘,,.

1T

-20ud e 43y oo3 1ej ‘Aed 03 s1oy30 Surppadwos
pue ‘Buifed o1e o\ ‘yonw oo3 Swiddess are o Yonw 003
Suryes axe o\ “yontu 003 192dx> 03 apew Juidq oIe A\ “$530Xd
waEdEEs ‘PAPHquUN ‘SSI[YINI :puiu 03 A[[eRUBUOD $IUIOD
T PIOM T S S50xa — WAyl asn am Kem o Jo uopzodord
-SIP UOJUEM 3} PUE SJUSWEWIIE UO ImIpuadxd o ‘sjesouru
pue spny jo spunid o pue sarmesrd SuwiAl Jo UORINNSIP
N0 211 INO Jo UONSIFUO0I puE UOKRENUIUOI 33 ‘uonnfjod pue
21seMm N0 ‘sas13 2013d pue swrep aGem o ‘spood Jo uonenumade
mo pue pooj jo uondwInsuod IO — 38 JOO[ M UOIEMs INO
3O 10adse 10APIYM SILIUNOD YOI IO U SN SHUOJUOD 3] “In0 Teak
pue ut zea£ 1481y 03 nok sxaur 03 £11 [reys | yorym Aurous o pue
300q s1y3 Jo 13[qns oy st ss0XT ‘[eAlaIns 10§ 2dd1 € 2q 192U
ued uonsodoxdsip pue ‘uonzodoidsip suedur ssaoxg “a3ejIms oy
U0 3q 03 wads AeW OM3 A3 JEIUIIS IIAIMOY ‘O] JO Aem w1 M
MO SIBUI YPIYM $530X9 ) WoIj wnndads [ezow 1y Jo pud
snsoddo £194 a3 3¢ o1e s[eapr 25013 ING “IUDIYDLIUD [ErINTU INO
pue s1amod mo jo uonezifeas o[y oy d[qssod dyeu [ e
A31md3s pue 130500 JO [2A9] € PUIYUELH [[€ 10§ 3940 | PUE “3J1] JO
s3ury: poo3 oy 3sureSe 3ou wre | aprowms pue sisomou ‘Amfur yoeq
‘SISOQUIOIY} “I20UED JO SOUSPIIUL ISAYSTY Y3 PIM SILNIUNOD P
aIe YIym o puy et iqnop no jj "purs jo soead mo 10§ z0u
3[EaY MO 10§ SHONSESIP 3q J0U A[Urelsdd jjum aSuerd e yong
‘Juowojdwd jo sonusae mau
Surpuy pue ssof atp Suipeords jo sem suewmy puy om pue
‘J0u Op syLIel pue $3UAI ‘SpudPIAIp ‘satrefes ‘sadem ‘dn 0 sooud
uodur se ey sueour 3eY ] ‘SS9 (IM JUINUOD 9q 03 UTEI] ISTW
= SOA[ASINO — YPU IY T, ‘PIOM MO L0XSIP [l you a3 arm Kyred
. 01 |pe astex 03 dwone Auy “Auewr a3 jo Lioaod oy uodn moy
a1 JO sprepuels SuSEI-1949 Y3 UIEIUTEW O3 S[EIOIUI §I I] “UONE
10§ y3nous sfduis pue 1e2[2 st yJnoy sdwWOd et 2Fessow o
‘218QOp WIOOP 543 JO SINO PUE SUI ) IOANEYM ‘104 'S UL WA
13puddus 03 Y295 AjaeaqIop oYM 5oy [[e pue £30100s JUINYE
mo jo sopmumne oy surede uSredwed pourelsns e out yJrom
3[oym Mo MOIY3 0y U3 pue s{em 1no jo K[joj [ey3e] oy 0310y
03 ST Op UED $N JO SUOAIIAD JeyM WU Y3 Uj INg "0 INO

. e B Rate o

oz

JO [eAtAInS 313 10§ Kprenbope s op 031 PaprEaq s112dxo o3 381

Auo ues o "o1paxd
od jo szopuiod o YSnoy mowep A
NWM ouwm«oE wou [[°F o s sn dmbo jou s30p qirey Y],

£1*23MINJ 187} WOIJ WIY] SPIessod
Surwod skeam[e p1oT 33 “38uTy? [[e JO pIOT I (o103 UL UQ $11

J se yoyg Aamng qua odos 03 uses ate Ao uogm Apurerd asow

poo jo Surjesds preay 3q [ SUERSLD -wiy uodn st 1Ny s UEN
1
and sey uoinog ugof sy -aredsop JO Snuys A [IM AIMINY 33 30)
b:ﬁﬁﬁo%& JO aTeys SIY PIsE and 03 uosiad 1se] 33 3q Eﬂomm
uﬂ.h.ﬁu jJo adwsip € ang "23¥[ 003 51 31 [pun os op O ?MS:« .\M
umz ma suonorpaid s3emdde sn 2413 03 [[rys S daey ST M&
ssoys .un% 133 doop € A€y [ e JO 23T juasoxd sy Jo mmmowm &M
ul paIsaIoNUl IOW WE ] SSIUYIS s pEom o jo wuo o1
umﬁ 10 STQ3 1940 NS urol o3 paryenb jou ure [ -3y Suoj € 10§
“qnop ou ‘uo 03 [ 33Eq2p WOOP AP JO juowndre pareay Y],

Suassod
i ssaduassvd sspp-isay a1 aiv vy dwys-awdg uo sia
LMMMMSMM}”— 52410050 .Mocﬂém asun oy Jurdjuep won gy
‘ssoUYINW € JO yonur a1 SurqAIaaa 3t se “say3adon noﬁE:BoM:«
pue uononpoid e sdwny osye pue _uonendod ppom, € o3y 1139303
apdoad .=« sdumn] yoiym ‘as1039x> WOy JO quid 3 IFH o 2193
‘snotaqo st 3 "%S1 *Aes *kq suop st aFewrep AP [[ Aemaip -3 ME_%
nua.c op 1,uop 3jdoad 3s9pows a3 <3Feurep yonw op 3 UCP uoom ayL
“Ya3ed oy sogeael yoiga 3J1] JO Aem dnsIELNEW PRI € UL 3 _ms?:
031 - £8ojouna) pue 30UI1DS JO SIUIUWIAINYDE SNO[PAIE 243 [[E Sulsn
a1e oym Yo Ayi - siwENqeEquUl St JO 9/,$1 ‘Aes ‘pIOPE JOUUEI IIEI
L {SUBIpU] OF UIEISNS P[NOM IEY3 $39I00831 1O Suimerp ueLIWY
suo _u_ 30 YU “3IWOUOSIUN 003 §] 3] “I[IN] 00 SIYSHAODE ?u”
gonuw 001 s211b21 3] * PO A\ WISPON, 243 PIOg® uouMMu ared omumuoﬂ
uoISR[IU0d oﬁ.w 03 Swoo Iy am 198 U] -uedef 30 odomy ux M ; MW
pioge a1 ued JON "YS[1 23 pIOE 10U Pl20M 343 3T SNOIAQO S13]
*A[peop §1 JUSUIWOD S IPYIEUMPS .Muousoﬂu
9[qEMAURI-UOU 1€ 35973 JO [[¢ PUV sed ﬁuamu &m Jo \amoomm
wmojonad i1 J0o %LE [0 S PO 33 JO o/ ¥ ‘1addod 1130 %
‘amurumnje Jo ndino s ploM a1 jo % w&n.zumds :MMM MMM
.nou.«_.smom s plEoM AP JO %9-$ Aquo Surureuod ‘Juofe Ao
u_ﬁ..H *ojdurexs Suped € st VS P Sunry ‘OMUMOd I




	Page 1
	Page 2

