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ECONOMICS AND THE GOSPEL: a review of 
Jn. V. Taylor's ENOUGH IS ENOUGH: A BIBLICAL CALL FOR MODERATION 
IN A CONSUMER-ORIENTED SOCIETY (paper, Augsburg/77)...Elliott #1210 

1. Though a book by an Anglican bishop on the British profit-system 
and its dismal human effects, almost everything in it can be said of 
the American situation; and two Americans have written an excellent 
study guide at book-end: "Supplement: Study Helps for American Read-
ers"--making it a first-rate (as well as inexpensive) text for church 
discussion-groups. 

2. The biblical savvy is, as seldom is truaof books on this subject, 
also first-rate. The particular texts selected are the loci classici, 
and the Hebrew and Greek is handled in depth and responsibly. 

3. Taylor is an old hand with economic problems, and he deftly deals 
with the Club of Rome's "Limits of Growth" 4nd criticisms thereof) 
and E.F.Schumacher's "intermedite technology"--giving a down-to-earth 
exposition of the latter, and making it even somewhat palatable to 
the affluent Christian. 

4. ,While the author does not connect directly with Max Weber's thesis 
that ascetic forms of Protestantism were a significant factor in the 
development of the spirit of capitalism, he is keenly aware of the 
difference between asceticism for capitalization (accrued and funded 
profit) and asceticism for others' needs--and says that the primary 
shift in the developed world must be from the former to the latter. 
The fact that he does not deal with state capitalism (="communism") 
cannot be considered a weakness: he's talking to us, not them. 

3\ In my #1209 last week (the verbatim on my conversation with a black 
- -wOman radical), I was coming at the same stewardship-and-ecology 
theme as Taylor's book. Tom says he plans to use it; Roger Shinn 
says it's a brand new approach to the Christian Have's discomfort 
vis-a-vis Have-Nots. It's one of the few things I've distributed to 
AF this autumn; no feedback except from Tom. It's realistic, and 
written out of fear that at the trustees' retreat we'll deal with 
pieces of the puzzle (such as NYTS investments) at the moralistic 
(no-no, naughty-naughty, boo-hiss / self-righteousness compounded on 
both sides) standoff level. (Personally, I fear to get into that dis- 
cussion, for I am so radical vis-a-vis most of those most of whose con-
victions I share. But I could participate constructively if the arena 
for discussion were something like this verbatim.) 

6. The OT competence of Taylor--e.g., his control use of "shalom"-- 
is to be contrasted with most of the students who come to us, at any 
academic level. P.42 is a masterpiece of exposition of a biblical 
image-concept-ambience: "shalom" as related to wholeness and harmony 
in God-awareness, anti-greed and pro-moderation. It confirms me in 
my conviction that my course in "The Roots of the Roots" (which is 
also the substance of the Harper & Row book I'velWbrking on) is on 
the right track: remedial and corrective Bible study (i.e., not only 
does ignorance need to be overcome, but mislearning needs unlearning!). 

7. P.21 is the book's essence: "Excess is the subject of this book 
and the enemy which I shall try to invite you to fight...."....I've 
ordered the book for the Library. 
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