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ottawa University alumni the

world over were saddened at the

death ().f Dr. S. E. Price, president
emeritU$ of O. U., at his home in

pasadena� California, october 27.

DUr�g his presidency of otta
wa from 1906 to 1924, Dr. Price

not only built the University into
a fine school but he also won his

place .In ·�e hearts of hundreds of
students ttnd hundreds of univer

sity friends. He was a man of

great wisdom and a·bHity who had

a great love for human beings.
Under his regime at ottawa the

endowment rose from $150,000 to
-
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$600,000. Ward Science hall, the
gymnasium, the heating plant,
and the athletic field were built.
The campus was improved and
beautified. A great part of. the
present physical possession of ot

tawa university stands as a

tribute to the ability of Dr. Price.
Unceasing were his efforts in

making a greater home for the
untversttv. His was a driving per
sonality that quietly and good-na
turedly accomplished great ends.
Dr. Price died as he surely

wanted to - busy almost to the
last. Two or three days before his
death he wen·t from his home to
LOs Angeles to transact some busi
ness at the home of a friend. The
house to which he wanted to go
was at the top of a rather steep

hi�l. Not wishing to drive his car

up the hill he parked it and
walked. He over-exerted himself
in doing so and had to go to bed
as soon as he returned home. He
was never able to get up again.
A funeral service was held in

Pasadena after which Dr. Price's
brother Ira took the body back to
the Welsh hills in Ohio, the old
fa.titily home, for burial.
Among those who spoke at the

beautiful service in Pasadena was

Prof. Robert H. Lynn, '20, of the
University of Redlands. In fitting
words LYnn paid homage to the

memofY of Dr. Price, recalling the
material success the ex-President
had, and the greatness of his soul
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• in counseling students on life
problems.
The last rites were held in the

Welsh rolls Baptist church, the
home church of the Price family.
In it Dr. Price was baptized, near
it he grew to manhood, in it he
was ordained, there he preached
his first sermon and in it the last
rites were said over his ·body be
fore it was interred in the church
yard. That was exactly as he
wanted it.
In ottawa a memorial service

was held with the University and
the First Baptist church cooper

ating. Dr. W. P. Behan speaking
for the school said in part: "The

passing of Dr. Silas Eber Price,
president of ottawa University for
eighteen years and president
emeritus for ten years, has closed
the earthly career of a man who
was a prince among men, a

Christian gentleman and friend, a
valued counsellor, a loved pastor,
an inspiring teacher, an efficient
administrator and above and

through all a humble and faithful
disciple of his Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. Perhaps no man

through the life of the school has
left upon its student life and the

policies of the school a deeper im
pression, or given it a finer loyal
ty, or desired for it more earnest

ly a Christian outlook and influ
ence."
Ted Palmquist, '25, spoke for the

alumni, among other things say

ing: "Back of all institutions of

higher iearnms there is always
someone who guides it through its

success, its difficulties, its prog

ress; someone who guides the fac

ulty, who shows to faltering stu
dents the right path, who steadies
student actions in time of excite

ment, who gives to the student
ideals for which to strive; in fact,
someone who is of such sterling
worth and who has such a reso

lute character that he determines

the principles, motives and char

aeter of the school. por eightettn
years that position was filled most
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effectively by Dr. S. E. Price."
Dr. W. A. Elliott of ottawa. and

Dr. Price were very close person
al friends. The former in clos
ing the service for his' friend said:
"Dr. Price was many sided. I

never heard anyone call him bril
liant. He was not a man who
flashed across the horizon like a

dazzling meteor, illuminating the
whole sky by its scintillating
brightness. But he could do many
things and do them well. He had
the genius to plod and to accom

plish. He was more than an or

dinary preacher, as many who sat
under his ministry will testify. He
was an executive of the first or
der. He was a teacher ·that in
spired and made effective his
teaching. He was a master build
er. The visible monument of Silas
Eber Price is to be seen on the
campus in the splendid buildings
which were constructed under his
administration.
"In the going of Dr. Price I have

personally experienced a grievous
loss. The author of the book
'Magnificent Obsession' writes
these significant words: 'to lose a

friend in whom one bas invested
something of one's own personal
ity, was, I discovered, to have lost
a certain amount of one'S self."

Obituary
Silas Eber Price, third son of

Thomas D., and Sarah J. Price,
was born February 28, 1860, in the
Welsh Hills, Licking County, Ohio,
and died October 27, 1934, at Pas
adena, California, aged 74 years,
seven months and twenty-seven
days.
He attended the Welsh Hills

District School, Granville Acad
emy, and Denison University,
graduating in 1884. He' was li
censed to preach by the Welsh
Hills Baptist church and preached
his first sermon from its pulpit 50
years ago tlUs fall. He studied
theology at the Baptist Union
Theological Seminary at Morgan
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