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This thinksheet preserves one of the two literary classics used, from the beginnings

of Biblical Seminary (which became N.Y. Theol.Sem.), to teach '"the inductive method"
(The other was Jn. Ruskins' "On Composition'--thus, one work from
When in a Howard Tilman Kuist (of Biblical Seminary,
it hit me hard: my father, who applied

of Bible study.

science, one from the arts.)

in 1937) course I "hit" the Agassiz piece,

scientific perceptiveness to law as a judge, had as science teache
of Harvard's Agassiz, America's first great name in bio-science.
passion was science, and as Biblical scholar I do not consider myself to have aban-

doned scientific method.

THE STUDENT, THE FISH, AND
AGASSIZ

By the Student

[This bit of experience with a great
teacher is an excellent example of
right method—going directly into the
subject itself instead of into books
about the subject of study. Its ap-
plication to Bible study is obvious.]

It was more than fifteen years ago
that I entered the laboratory of Pro-
fessor Agassiz, and told him I had
enrolled my name in the scientific
school as a student of natural history.
He asked me a few questions about
my object in coming, my antecedents
generally, the mode in which I after-
wards proposed to use the knowledge
I might acquire, and finally, whether
I wished to study any special branch.
To the latter I replied that while I
wished to be well grounded in all de-
partments of zoology, I purposed to
devote myself specially to insects.

“When do you wish to begin?” he
asked.

“Now,” I replied.

This seemed to please him, and
with an energetic “Very well,” he
reached from a shelf a huge jar of
specimens in yellow alcohol.

“Take this fish,” said he, ‘‘and look
at it; we call it a Hemulon; by Yind
by I will ask what you have seen.”

With that he left me, but in a mo-
ment returned with explicit instruc-
tions as to the care of the object en-
trusted to me.

“No man is fit to be a naturalist,”
said he, “who does not know how to
take care of specimens.”

I was to keep the fish before me in a
tin tray, and occasionally moisten the

surface with aleohol from the jar, al-
ways taking care to replace the stop-
per tightly. Those were not the days
of ground glass stoppers, and elegant-
ly shaped exhibition jars; all the
old students will recall the huge, neck-
less glass bottles with their leakey,
wax-besmeared corks, half eaten by
insects and begrimed with cellar dust.
Entomology wag a cleaner science
than ichthyology, but the example of
the professor who had unhesitatingly
plunged to the bottom of the jar to
produce the fish was infectious; and
though this alcohol had “a very
ancient and fish-like smell,” I really
dared not to show any aversion within
these sacred precincts, and treated the
alcohol as though it were pure water.
Still I was conscious of a passing
feeling of disappointment, for gazing
at a fish did not commend itself to
an ardent entomologist. My friends
at home, too, were annoyed, when they
discovered that no amount of eau de
cologne would drown the perfume
which haunted me like a shadow.

In ten minutes I had seen all that
could be seen in that fish, and ‘started
in search of the professor, who had,
however, left the museum; and when
I returned, after lingering over some
of the odd animals stored in the up-
per apartment, my specimen was dry
all over. I dashed the fluid over the
fish as if to resuscitate it from a
fainting-fit, and looked with anxiety
for a return of the normal, sloppy ap-
pearance. This little excitement over,
nothing was to be done but return to
a steadfast gaze at my mute com-

r a direct student
My first consuming
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