THE DEWEY CATALOGUING SYSTEM AT THE OTTAWA UNIVERSITY, MYERS LIBRARY

What is the Dewey System of Cataloguing?

A library cataloguing system that is used by public libraries and a few older academic libraries around the world.

Does the Myers Library use Dewey?

Yes, the Myers Library does use Dewey.

Who was Melville Dewey? Describe his cataloguing system.

American librarian Melville Dewey, born Melville Louis Kossuth Dewey, in Adams Center, N.Y., on Dec. 10, 1851, d. Dec. 26, 1931, is best known as the inventor of what came to be called the Dewey Decimal System of Classification, which is used in most local and school libraries to catalogue books. Devised in 1876 as a system for small libraries, it has the advantage of a limited number of general categories and short call numbers. The system is based on ten classes of subject (000-999), which are then further subdivided. Dewey also promoted the use of the metric system, helped found the American Library Association in 1876, and edited Library Journal (1876-81) and Library Notes (1886-98). When Dewey created Columbia University's School of Library Economy in 1887, he began the field of library science in the United States. 
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Dewey Decimal Classification

The Dewey Decimal Cataloguing System (DDC) coordinates materials on the same subject and on related subjects to make items easier to find on the shelves by using a combination of letters and numbers. 

The Dewey system has ten main classes, which are listed below.

· 000 Generalities 

· 100 Philosophy 

· 150 Psychology

· 170 Ethics

· 200 Religion

· 220 Christianity

· 290 World Religions

· 300 Social Science

· 310 Statistics

· 320 Political Science

· 340 Law

· 360 Social Sciences

· 370 Education 

· 390 Fashion and Culture

· 400 Language

· 420 English Language Arts 

· 460 Spanish Language Arts

· 490 African Language Arts

· 500 Natural Science

· 510 Mathematics

· 520 Astronomy

· 530 Physics

· 540 Chemistry

· 550 Earth Sciences

· 570 Life Sciences

· 590 Zoology

· 600 Technology (Applied Sciences) 

· 610 Medicine

· 650 Business

· 700 Arts

· 720 Art

· 750 Fine Arts

· 770 Photography

· 780 Music

· 796 Sports 

· 800 Literature

· 820 English Literature 

· 860 Spanish Literature

· 880 Literatures of Greece and Rome

· 890 African Literature

· 910 Land and Country Histories

· 917 American Geography

· 900 World Geography 

· 920 Biography

· 929 Geneology

· 940 World Wars I and II

· 960 African History

· 970 American History

Each of the above classes each have ten divisions. These divisions are further divided--and then further divided. Each division becomes more specific. The more numbers added to call number, the more specific the subject. In this way, the Dewey classification system progresses from the general to the specific. For a detailed summary for each number see the Dewey Decimal Classification System. The decimal place is used to make the number even more specific.

Cutter Numbers

The cutter number for a book usually consists of the first letter of the author's last name and a series of numbers. This series of numbers comes from a table that is designed to help maintain an alphabetical arrangement of names.

	
	813.54
C77a 

813.54
C77f 

813.54
C77fa
	Cook, Robin
Acceptable Risk 

Cook, Robin
Fever 

Cook, Robin
Fatal Cure


Abbreviations before Dewey Call Numbers

In the Myers Library, we make use of several abbreviations in our catalog on on books on our shelves to designate where they might be found or what collections they belong to, if they are not located in the open stacks.

Ask for help!

If you have a question about where to find a book or what the Dewey number is for a specific subject, we have pamphlets at the desk and on the wall that can help you to locate a book. Otherwise, feel free to ask any of the library staff for their help to locate the material for you.

