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One aim of Craigville Theological Colloquy VII on "J&J" is to correct our tendency in the United Church of 
Christ to (1) impatience with the first "J" & (2) uncritical enthusiasm for action toward the second "J." 
This Thinksheet is on the first "J" in its technical Christian sense, viz God's action in Jesus Christ's life-
suffering -death-resurrection to "justi-fy" (Latin, "make just") the unjust, "us sinners," who--being unable 
to redeem ourselves--are utterly dependent on God's mercy-grace, which alone can restore our sin-broken rela-
tion with God, effecting reconciliation, "at -one-ment" (OED: "used by theologians in the sense of 
'reconciliation, propitiation, expiation'; "propitiation of God by expiation of sin 1611"; "reconciliation 
or restoration of friendly relations between God and sinners 1526")....Reff. are to Thos. C. Oden, THE WORD 
OF LIFE (SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY: Volume Two; Harper&Row/89). This work's charts (herewith) simply and comprehen-
sively present, on the atonement, the possible perspectives or options; 6, on evil, the rival paradigms. _ 

1. I think it's partly from our hu-
man experience of roots, the roots 
of plants & trees, that we concern 
ourselves about "root causes," "the 
source of human good" (to use Wie-
man's booktitle), "the prime evil" 
(as on this p.416 Oden chart, 
where I've added "*" to the biblical 
answer). 	Please use the chart to 
think through your personal know-
ledge of the competition. What ex-
periences of our rivals have you 
had? What ideas/feelings of theirs 
do you personally share? 	Why? 

2. COMMENTS on the chart: (1) "Judeo-Christian" is like a combined Hanukkah/Christ-
mas card: offensive to both religions. Read "Bible." (2) Oden wants us to see the 
biblical view among its competitors, but (as he world admit) the situation is more 
complex & the biblical view richer than this useful visual can reveal. 	Eg, as 
supplement, see Gabriel Fackre's chart of "the four models of the Work of Christ" (135, 
THE CHRISTIAN STORY, vol.% Eerdmans/84 rev.). (3) For "Hellenism," read "Hellen-
isticism." We need the latter word for post-Alexander syncretism, as the dictionary 
already distinguishes (pre-Alex.) "Hellenic" from (post-Alex.) "Hellenistic." Note then 
that our competitors include four Greek streams; one Eastern; & two deracinated-Jewish 
Western. 	(4) Think your way down the first column while holding this question in 
mind: what movements/institutions have I personally experienced that premised 
themselves on this identification of "the prime evil"? 	I'll name a few for myself: 

"Ignorance," public schools (eg, control sex & drugs by, yes, education); "Property," 
a communist cell, 1931; "Repression," Esalen Institute; "Sin," churches (though the 
definition of "sin" varies along the theological spectrum: how would you define it 
existentially in your present congregation?). 

3. Here's some Oden on "J&J": Jesus is a theandric union, "the body language of 
God." (Sexist, cry some radical feminists: the incarnation should have been not the-
andric but theanthropomorphic. Is there a justice issue here? [My comment on Oden's 
use of "theandric."])....We need (against liberal theology, but also against Bultmann 
& even Pannenberg) "a recovery of classic Christological exegesis on its own terms, 
unadulterated by modernity" (533)....496: "The declaration of his sonship occurred 
through 	an 	event: 	resurrection. 	This 	event 	constitutes 	our 	justification" 

(Ro.4' 5 )....380: The atonement comes to us as "transactional metaphors"--the Good 
Shepherd "lays down his life for the sheep" (Jn.10 11 ); "the innocent Messiah dies for 
guilty sinners, their just punishment is remitted, his sacrificial death making 
satisfaction for them" (Ro.3 24 : "We are justified through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus"; Eph.1 7 : "In him we have redemption through his blood")....1Peter shows 
how "the metaphors of substitution and sacrifice became interfused in early Christian 

(13,18-21 2 22-24 fa . i s.539] 3) ....18 
preaching" 	 The basis of "penal theories of the 

atonement": Ro.3 21-26  Ga1.3 3  2Cor.5 21 ....Substitution: Mt.20 28  2Cor.5 21  Ga1.2 26 	1P.3 

THE PRIMT EVIL ITS SPHERE PROTOTYPE SALVATION 
FOUND H4 

Tyranny of 
passions 

The cosmos Stoicism Reason 

Inability to enjoy The passions Epicureanism Hedonic 
enjoyment 

Death Vulnerability of 
life 

Hellenism Immortality 

Pain The feelings Buddhism Nirvana 
Ignorance The intellect Platonism Philosophy 
Property Class alienation Marxism Revolution 
Repression Neurosis Freudianism Psychoanalysis 
Shn 	* The will Judeo-Christian 

tradition 
Forgiveness 
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18  (381)....Lev.1 14  Ro.57f  (15 -mdp hyper for, on behalf of, for the benefit of; & Lite 
hyper in place of, instead of [price, transaction, exchange--eg, 1.1n.3 16f, where v. 
17 can be seen as a definition of justice]; on the former Gk. wd., see "body," ICor. 
11 231 )....394: more expiation than propitiation. God's wrath: "Forgiveness is made a 
nonevent if the deep sense of alienation is overlooked."...."In Our Place," 344-425. 
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