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Most Christian hymns are indirectly derivative from Scripture, 	Noncommercial reproduction permitted 

but some leap directly up off of particular passages. Do you 
always notice the latter when you sing a hymn? Somewhere on the page you'll find 
the reference. And some hymnals provide you with an index of the references in 
biblical order. In THE HYMNAL OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST (1974), the 
"List of Scripture Passages Related to the Hymns" gives the passage, then the 
hymn's first line. Far more extensive (but without the first lines) is the "Index 
of Scriptural Allusions and Quotations in Hymns" in THE WORSHIPING CHURCH: 
A HYMNAL (Hope/90). And some hymnals have no Bible index at all--eg, THE 
[Episcopal] HYMNAL 1982, & PILGRIM [Congregational-Christian] HYMNAL (1958), 
a great hymnal referenced below because it's used in the Craigville Tabernacle, 
for which this four-session course  is intended, the sessions being 11 hours. 

Course format: We'll study & discuss the hymn, then study the passage 
from which it springs, then sing the hymn--& occasionally alter this order. Criteria 
for hymn-selection: greatness, familiarity, singability. Course aims: To deepen 
Christian commitment & hymns awareness-&-enjoyment....1 	should 	mention 	the 
tightest Bible/hymn tie, viz versification. 	Verse by verse, the hymnist poetizes 
the text. 	In this fashion, Isaac Watts (d.1748), the father of English-language 
hymnody, "did" all 150 of the Psalms six times! 	It's a good devotional exercise. 

genesis 	1.1-2/39 0 Splendor of God's glory bright 	1.31/478 All things bright 
& beautiful 
exodus 	13.21-22/375 Lead on, 0 King eternal 
numbers 	9.15/267 Glorious things of thee are spoken 
deuteronomy 	1.21/371 He who would valiant be 
joshua 	3.17/93 Guide me, 0 Thou great Jehovah 
2 samuel 22.7-20/87 God moves in a mysterious way. This hymn is "mysteriously" 
relatable to many more passages--eg Job 28.23-28 37.23 38.22-23, Jn.13.7, Ro.8.28. 
1 kings 19.1-13/341(esp.stanza 5) Dear Lord & Father of mankind 
psalms 	8/74 0 how glorious, full of wonder 	20.5/345 Rejoice, ye pure in heart! 
23/84 The Lord's my shepherd 	45.3-4/246 Come, thou almighty King 	46/363 	A 
mighty fortress 	50.10-12/485 This is my Father's world 	65.5-13/68 	I sing the 
mighty power of God 	67/366 God of grace & God of glory 	72.8,12,15,19 	/202 
Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 	78.52-54/438 0 God, beneath thy guiding hand 
87.1-3/267 Glorious things of thee are spoken 	90/1 Our God, our help in ages 
past 	91.4-5/57 All praise to thee, my God, this night 	100/5 	All 	people that 
on earth do dwell; /26 0 be joyful in the Lord! 103/100 0 my soul, bless God 
the Father; /16 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; /15 Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty 104/6 0 worship the King 105.1-3/345 Rejoice, yet pure in heart! 113.3- 
6/47 The day thou gayest, Lord, is ended 	117/12 From all that dwell below the 
skies 136/70 Let us with a gladsome mind 139.11-12/209 Abide with me 148/64 
All creatures of our God & King; /69 Let the whole creation cry; /13 Praise the 
Lord! ye heavens, adore him 150/514 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
/19 Praise the Lord, his glories show 

ecclesiastes 	2.11,18/451 Turn back, 0 man, forswear thy foolish ways 

isaiah 	2.12/444 0 day of God, draw nigh 	6.3/251 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty 	7.14/110 0 come, 0 come, Immanuel 	9.27/118 Break forth, 0 beauteous 
heavenly light 	53.3-5/170 0 sacred Head, now wounded 	61.1-4/332&411 in THE 

PRESBYTERIAN HYMNAL (1990) 	62.3/195 All hail the power of Jesus' name 

jeremiah 	8.22/235 in THE HYMNAL OF THE UCC (1974) 

ezekiel 	34.16/435 Judge eternal, throned in splendor 

daniel 	2.22/87 God moves in a mysterious way 

nicah 6.6-7/811 in HYMNAL SUPPLEMENT (1991, to the 1978 LUTHERAN BOOK 
OF WORSHIP) 

habakkuk 	2.20/3 God himself is with us; /107 Let all moral flesh keep silence 
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zechariah 	9.9/175 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

malachi 	3.1/115 On Jordan's bank the Baptist cry 

matthew 	2.1-2/134 0 little town of Bethlehem 	4.16/198 Christ is the world's true 
light 	4.18-22/341 Dear Lord and Father of mankind 	8.23-27/213 Jesus, Savior, 
pilot me 	11.2-5/223 0 for a thousand tongues to sing 	13.29-43/461 	Come, 	ye 
thankful people, come 	13.45-46/222 Jesus, priceless treasure 	21.1-17/155 	All 
glory, laud, and honor 	28.6-9/182 Christ the Lord is risen today 	28.19-29/299 
0 Spirit of the living God 

mark 	4.36-41/429 Eternal Father, strong to save (+ Job 38.10-11) 	14.22-25/283 
Bread of the world, in mercy broken 

luke 2.8-14/146 While shepherds watched their flocks by night 	2.10-11/488 	Go, 
tell it on the mountain 	2.10-14/123 All my heart this night rejoices 	2.52/466 Our 
Father, by whose name 	11.2-4/445 Father eternal, ruler of creation 

john 	1.1,14/252 0 Word of God incarnate 	1.1-9/39 0 splendor of God's glory 
bright (+ Gn.1.1-2) 	1.14/111 Of the Father's love begotten 

acts 	1.8/239 Come down, 0 love divine 	4.12/197 At the name of Jesus 26.22/454 
Great God, we sing thy mighty hand 

romans 6.4/192 The day of resurrection 	8.2/225 in THE HYMNAL OF THE UCC 
8.14-17/414 In Christ there is no east or west 	8.18-25/303 Creation's Lord, we 
give thee thanks 	9.20-21/170 in THE HYMNAL OF THE UCC 

1 Icorinthians 	1.18/117 When I survey the wondrous cross 	3.10-15/260 The chur- 
ch's one foundation 	15.51-54/181 Alleluia! the strife is o'er 

2 corinthians 	4.7-18/357 Strong Son of God, immortal love 

galatians 	5.13/418 0 Master, let me walk with thee 	5.25-26/232 Spirit of God, 

descend 	6.14/157 In the cross of Christ I glory; /177 When I survey the 
wondrous cross 

ephesians 	1.9-11/298 God is working his purpose out 	1.19-23/247 	Holy 	God, 

we praise thy name 	2.19-22/439 Not alone for mighty empire 	3.14-15/466 	Our 

Father, by whose name 

colossians 	1.15-20/111 Of the Father's love begotten (used also Jn.1.14) 

1 timothy 	1.17/7 Immortal, invisible, God only wise 	6.12/365 	Faith 	of 	our 

fathers, living still 

2 1  timothy 	4.3-4/436 0 God of earth and altar 

hebrews 	11/365 (used also ITim.6.12) 	11.13/93 Guide me, 0 thou great Jehovah 
12.1/307 For all the saints 

james 	1.17/66 For the beauty of the earth; /68 I sing the mighty power of God 

1 peter 	2.4-8/157 in THE HYMNAL OF THE UCC (also references Eph.2.20-22 & 
Rev.21) Christ, thou art the sure foundation 

2 peter 	1.19/145 0 morning star, how fair and bright 

1 john 	1.5-7/198 Christ is the world's true light 	4.7-17/228 	Love 	divine, 	all 

loves excelling 

revelation 	1.8/246 Come, thou almighty King 	19.12/199 Crown him with many 
crowns 	21.1-4/420 0 holy city, seen of John 	21.2-3/267 Glorious things of thee 
are spoken 	22.16/See 2P. 

The distance range is (most close to the Bible text) versification, then covering 
9 text's themes, then covering one of the text's themes, then dwelling on several 
of a text's metaphors, then dwelling on one metaphor in the text, then (farthest 
from the text) possibly alluding to a text's mood/message. 
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