
"When you are old, you will hold out your hands. Then others will wrap your 
belt around you and lead you where you don't want to go." Jesus saidthis to 
tell how Peter would die and bring honor to God.--Jn.21.18b-19 CEV 
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Three years ago I rec'd. an unbound copy of Pope Jn. Paul ll's THE GOSPEL OF 
LIFE (Vatican Press/95), read & indexed it, & set it aside for later commentation. 
It is a major work by a competent scholar who also is a devout Christian, noble exem-
plar of humanity against inhumanity, & worthy father of the faithful in the world's 
largest church--& I have been, & am, reluctant to express disagreements with the 
text when I hold the man behind & within the text in reverential admiration. But 
I must, in light of this Thinksheet's p2, of which pl is a commentary....This, now, 
from my index, "euthanasia, 119f," italics in text: "euthanasia is a grave violation 
of the law of God, since it is the deliberate and morally unacceptable killing of a 
human person. This doctrine is based upon the natural law and upon the written 
word of God, is transmitted by the Church's Tradition and taught by the ordinary 
and universal Magisterium. Depending on the circumstances, this practice involves 
the malice proper to suicide or murder." (CL §65) ....I intend to revisit this book 
on other subjects. Here are only a few comments in light of the article (over). 

1 	The Pope admits that the phrase "the gospel of life" is not in the Bible (4). 
Also not in the Bible are his now-famous phrases in this Thinksheet's title, though 
they somewhat reflect his PhD dissertation on the person in the modern world. ("Lcoii: 
' LIFE ' IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL... " is the title of my 1943 doctoral disseratation: 
the Pope & I have long been into "life," I longer than he.) Both phrases, "the 
gospel of life" & "the culture of life [vs. death[" are recent R.C. sermonic-
rhetorical phrases vulnerable to biblical-theological critique & to R.C. history (which 
certainly does not bear out the current R.C. seamless-garment claim.) The rhetoric 
is aimed not only to convince the faithful with a simplism but also to influence public 
legislation, as right now the Mass. R.C. bishops' statement opposing the present 
drive, in the Mass. legislature, for euthanasia enablements (which I favor). 

2 	Look, please, at the article (over). 	The bishops are right: the legislative 
effort is "to transform assisted suicide from a crime into a personal right." The 
quoted suicidologist says "I don't have a particular religious stance," but he thinks 
the bishops' position is psychologically healthy. Then he variously insults the 
candidates for assisted suicide as "out of sorts with life," "not able to appreciate 
life's fullness," despairing, irrational because "in crisis," believing that "truth is 
relative" & that life can & should be without suffering (or "affirmed, even in light 
of suffering"). "The individual's health and choice are important issues," but apathy 
is an element in the decision for assisted suicide. None of these insults are appropr-
iate to my experience with suiciding saints, eg my mother-in-law, who deliberately-
rationally-devoutly starved herself to death. (She suicided, she did not "commit" 
suicide: the continuing insistence, in some quarters, on "commit" is to continue to 
smear suicide as a crime, which it is only in jurisdictions so defining it--though the 
Pope throughout this book uses "crime" in the expanded sense, an infraction that 
must be faced in the court of the universe [natural & divine law].) 

3 	The Great Tradition should be known (as I agree with the R.C.C.) & (as 
the Pope disagrees) transcended wherever such transcendence is "to the greater 
glory of God." 	For Pope & Magisterium, the glory of God is locked into the Great 
Tradition--archeolatry (worship of the past), as I see it....Frustration! 	I need 
space (another time) to expose what I consider the flaws/contradictions in the Pope's 
anti-euthanasia rhetoric. For now, I must limit myself to a few comments on what 
the interviewer picked up in his brief conversation with me: (1) Evangelical: Jesus' 
resurrectional triumph over death. (2) Theological: The new R.C. doctrine of the 
"inviolability" of human life amount to biolatry (the worship of physical life). (3) 
Psychosocial: Society's fear of death victimizes the individual by trying to remove 
life's last dignity-giving control-decision. (4) Technomedical: Peter (1st lines of 
this Thinksheet) had the dignity of choosing martyrdom: medical victims are tied 
down & forced to remain alive in "a living death"--the public's nightmare of "tubes 
sticking out all over them." Hospice workers rightly say that what the dying most 
fear is loss of control, which is loss of the human dignity that lies in choice. 



Pros and cons of euthanasia explored 
By SEAN GONSALVES 
STAFF WRITER 

In what Catholic leaders say is 
an effort to "mobilize for a new 
culture of life," the Massachusetts 
Catholic Conference recently 
issued a s=ement urging opposi-
tion to euthanasia. 

"The threat of assisted suicide 
is unprecedented in scope," the 
statement says. "Euthanasia is the 
topic of conversations in homes, 
schools and churches throughout 
the Commonwealth." 

As a result, the statement con-
tinues, "the pressure grows in 
Massachusetts to transform 
assisted suicide from a crime into 
a personal right Such drastic 
change in our law would be utterly 
tragic." 

The statement was signed by 
Cardinal Bernard Law of the Arch-
diocese of Boston: Bishop Sean P. 
O'Malley of the Fall River diocese, 
which includes the Cape and 
islands; Worcester Bishop Daniel 
P. Reilly; and Thomas L Dupre, 
bishop of the Springfield diocese. 

Theology aside, suicidologist 
Robert Fournier of Osterville says 
the Catholic bishops' position is 
psychologically healthy. 

"When you are dealing with sui-
cide, you are dealing with some-
one who is out of sorts with life," 
said Fournier, a licensed social 
wt +set. "They are not able to 

appreciate life's fullness." 
But that doesn't mean that peo-

ple who are contemplating suicide 
or those who have tried to end 
their life are "bad," he said. 

Suicide is on one end of human-
ity's continuum. Every person is 
subject to despair. Some are more 
vulnerable to suicide than others, 
Fournier said. 

"This isn't freakish," he said. 
"Suffering is part of the human 
condition." 

What concerns Fournier about 
those who support euthanasia is 
their assumption that if someone 
is rational and willing to commit 
suicide, then society should help 
that person to make that decision 
and then help him or her to go 
through with it. 

"A rational person can still be in 
crisis," Fournier argued. 

Willis Elliott of Craigville a 
retired United Church of Christ 
minister and theologian, sees it 
differently. 

"The question for me is: Why is 
society so concerned about inter-
fering with the individual's deci-
sion about life and death? My 
answer to that is that society 
cares about itself but not about 
the individual. The fear of death is 
projected from the community- 

consciousness onto the individu-
al." 

The individual is oppressed and 
becomes a victim of society's fear 
of death, he said. 

"My position is that Jesus came 
as God among us to kill the fear of 
death by dying himself," Elliott 
said. "The Resurrection is a tri-
umph over death; not just for the 
individual but for all of society." 

But Fournier said proponents of 
assisted suicide believe truth is 
relative and that suffering can be 
eradicated. 

"I say that is impossible," he 
said. "I like to use the analogy of a 
marathon runner. You can't win 
unless you endure suffering." 

Elliott disagrees. For him, mak-
ing euthanasia available provides a 
way out for people who are kept 
alive in "a living death." 

What people fear is not so 
much death but having their life 
extended with tubes sticking out 
all over them," he said. 

Individual dignity lies in choice, 
he added. 

As for the bishops' statement, 
Fournier is somewhat ambivalent 

"I don't have a particithr  reli- 

gious stance," he said. "Although, 
I think my view is highly concor-
dant with the bishops." 

On the other hand Fournier 
added, there are some important 
issues being raised by euthanasia 
proponents. For example, the indi-
vidual's health and choice are 
important issues. 

"This is good. But is that all that 
is happening in this movement?" 
he asked. "I don't think so. I think 
there is an element of apathy 
there and that's not good. I believe 
life ought to be affirmed, even in 
light of suffering." 

Elliott said the statement is a 
new form of Roman Catholic idola- 
ny — or "biolatry," as he called it. 

"Biolatry, like all forms of idola-
try, is a God-substitute," he said. 
"In this case, it is idol worship of 
keeping human life alive ... a 
mindless medical substitute for 
true worship." 
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