
INTEGRATION  OF "INTERIOR" AND MOUTH 	 Elliott #682 

A common characteristic of spiritual classics is the ease with which their authors 
move back and forth between the inner and outer worlds [e.g., Wm. Law's A SPIRITUAL 
CALL TO A DEVOUT AND HOLY LIFE], including their personal inner and outer worlds 
[e.g., Augustine's CONFESSIONS]. Among our contemporaries, one who manages this in 
his small, lucid books is Henri J. M. Nouwen. The passage on this thinksheet is from 
his 1972 Doubleday book, THE WOUNDED HEALER: MINISTRY IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY (with 
special focus on theological education). Psycho-articulateness, now so common among 
clergy, is a pale substitute for true "spiritual" articulateness in what we should 
learn once more to call "spiritual ministry." 
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