
— the liberal churches today and the Ger- 
man situation in the 1930's. In both con-

LI) texts there has been an effort to make the 
o _Bible  egalitarian and to_accommodate 
t.:73 culture.  National socialism was a fOrifibl 

gnosticisnw 	—was fed into by peilipTe - 
c like  Carl Jung and the  German faith move- 

ment. Jung is now a herTall'SliTATAge 
movement. The German church saw 
itself as a bridge that could bring to-
gether the various cultural movements 
juct ac the UCC seeks today to integrate  
Christianity with  a variety of cultural 

0 
0 movements.  And of course the radial - 
0 

ce 

Reflections on the 
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A couple of months ago Exec. Dir. 

David Runnion-Bareford made a pilgrim-
age to Dubuque, IA to meet with one of 
the key founders of BWF and authors of 
the Dubuque Declaration. 
Dr. Donald Bloesch is prob-
alIv the most widel 

although our denom na-
tion rarely relies on his wis-
dom and perspective. 

Dr. Donald Bloesch 

The following is a brief excerpt from 
Dr. Bloesch's comments: 

David: "Could you comment on 
the parallels you seemed to draw be-
tween the new feminist directions and 
the theological situation in pre-WWII 
Germany?" 

Dr. Bloesch: "There are strong par-
allels between the American situation in  

has authored over 20 titles including The 
Future of Evangelical Christianity and 
Crumbling Foundations. The third volume 
of his seven volume systematic theology 

has JUST been released by 
InterVarsity Press. The 
first two volumes, A Theol-
ogy of Word & Spirit (Au-
thority & Method) and Holy 
Scripture (Revelation, Inspi-
ration & Interpretation) are 
already available. All three 
volumes will be reviewed 
in the next "Witness." 

• 	 .1 • • • 	• • • 	vival of 

a new 
The Unitaria 	 a cult. 

There is a great deal of connection be-
tween the Unitarians and the UCC. The 
drift to Unitarianism is one of the key 

Bloesch Interview 
Continued on pag 

David: "Where do you see the UCC 
going theologically in the immediate fu- o 
ture?" 

Dr. Bloesch: "The theological trend 
  the UCC is towardanew.gnaslicisna..,It 

could be called yost modern theology,  
with its strong emphasis on relativism.  
Its primary drive is a need for immediate,  

-r3 Aspowledge of God through experie 
The role of the_13L„In this theology is 
simply to provide  a text-Q>k of spiritual 
experiences from another age." 

_gnosticism."  
David: In the UCC we are now 

debating whether to move away from 
the Trinitarian Baptismal formula. What 
effect is this going to have on us?" 

Dr. Bloesch: "The danger for the 
UCC is - if it moves away from the 
Trinitarian formulas and the Apostles 
Creed, then it becomes  a sect,  It is also 
becoming apariah among Ecumenical 

_denominations. You seeTHRFis a diff  
ence. The Presbyterians for instance are 
two churches (liberal - evangelical) un-
der one umbrella while_theilccissey .- 

--efal-religia nbrella, 
In this the UCC seems to be follow-

ing in the path of the United Church of 
Canada which ha's-become-a unitäriaii 
church because it sees the three persons_  
of the trinity as metaphors  rather than 
distinct entities. 

David: "Can this really be the goal 
of the UCC leadership? What do they 
think will happen?" 

Dr. Bloesch: "Ideologues  lose their 
ence to see a Bog, The 

remaining conflict will be between mod-
erates who want • ii la and 
those who 
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marks of the UCC, namely the drive 
to see God a hi -cpyi alor-androppuxus,  

f 

This is the basis of affinity with the 
Disciples. The disciple movement was 
never strongly Trinitarian to begin with. 
Barton Stone , one of their founders, was 
essentia The UCC is drift-

_ingiato:grAtarianisa.  The denomina-
tion Is  already Universalist.  Such dis-
tinctions as heaven and hell, salvation 
and damnation are already lost. 

There is_nothIng  really to prevent a  
_merger with the Unitarians.  United 

Seminary, for instance, already has many 
Unitarian students., The difference is 
that the Disciples have a Biblicistic uni-
versalism and the "Biblical" is being 
eroded. Ays_  have a humanistic_uniuer-1  
salism, that is the state of grace is con-
leTiTd-gimply by reason of being human. 

The theology of religions is the-lat.,  
estfacl, This says that our theology should 
include the greatest insights into world 
religions. In e UCC has a growing 
affinity with e ah4religion. The simi-
larities are gr t a • e differences small, 

tat erhaps the Balidi sect would 
have a m • 'W ditional morali 

Another trend is the drift of intel-
lectual leadership into the Roman Catho-
lic, Orthodox and other catholic com-
munions. This is dgigiröfgriiiiiga-ii-com-
fOrt with both cultural relativism and 
Biblical literalism. 

Some of these are Evangelical, but 
several of these are liberal. There may be 
a movement of sensitive theological 
minds into these traditions rather than 
cope with the kind of irrationali 
have in the UCC. If we are going to lose 
our best young theologians to the 

_Restorationist Rennyalmovements with 
a Catholic orientation then it will acceler-
ate our demise.  (See article "Charismatic 
Episcopal Church on this page.) 

Do you have an .E.711/1ail Address? 
Send it to us! -41-Mail 

Areformer @AOL .com 
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319-589-3109  
FAX 319-589-3110 

UNIVERSITY OF 

DIJBIJJE Theological  Seminary 

2000 University Avenue • Dubuque, IA 52001-5050 

Faculty 

March 12, 1996 

Rev. Willis Elliott 
309 L. Eliz. Drive 
Craigville MA 02632 

Dear Friend in Christ: 	 _ 
Thank you for your letter and also for the material on th New Century  

I greatly appreciate your penetrating 	on the current religious situation and also 
the article by Kenneth Woodward. I am preparing a critique of the hymnal for 
Christianity Today. 	 -- - 
You are right that both of us ‘e_a_new religion emerging in the UCC. In my opinion, 
the hope for renewal in our church as well as iii the other mainline denominations lies 
in new kinds of Bible colleges .  that are not under the control of denominational 
bureaucrats but that still maintain a voluntary relationship to the wider church. These 
schools could function as training centers for thelaity as well as spiritual and theological 
resource centers for clergy. My schedule is filled up so I cannot attend your colloquy this 
summer, but thanks-T-6f the invitation. May you continue _your bold, prophetic witness 
to the faith once delivered to the saints! 

In the fellowship of His service, 

Donald G. Bloesch "— 
Emeritus Professor of Theology 

j " 

PS. I include cc-e—c-t-i—on on the gender of Go4 in my latest book God the Almighty 
(InterVarsity Press). I shall aSk iny publisher 1--o send you a copy. 

PPS.Please feel free to telephone me any evening after 8:00 (central time). My home 
no. Is 319-582-6624. 

DGB:skh 
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