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THE LAST SUPPER, THE LORD'S SUPPER, HOLY COMMUNION, THE MASS or MYSTERY

The earliest written account

The Lord’s Supper

17In the following directives 1 have no
praise for you, for your meelings do more
harm than good. '®In the first place, |
hear that when you come together as a
church, there are divisions among you,
and to some exten! | believe it. 1"No
doubt there have to be differences among
you to show which of you have God’s
approval. 2When you come together, it is
not the Lord's Supper you eat, 2ifor as
you eal, each of you goes ahead without
waiting for anybody else. One remains
hungry, another gets drunk. 22Don’t you
have homes to eat and drink in? Or do
you despise the church of God and
humiljate those who have nothing?
What shall | say to you? Shall | praise you
for this? Certainly not!

23For | received from the Lord what [
also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on
the night he was betrayed, took bread,
Mand when he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, “This is my body,
which is for you; do this in remembrance
of me.” 25In the same way, after supper
he took the cup, saying, ""This cup is the
new covenant in my blood; do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance
of me.” 26For whenever you eat this
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or
drinks the cup of the Lord in an un-
worthy manner will be guilty of sinning
against the body and blood of the Lord.
BA man ought lo examine himself before
he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.
®For anyone who eats and drinks with-
out recognizing the body of the Lord eals
and drinks judgment on himself. 3That
is why many among you are weak and

40 Or languages; also in verse 28

1 CORINTHIANS 12:12

sick, and a number of you have fallen
asleep. 31But if we judged ourselves, we
would not come under judgment.
R2When we are judged by the Lord, we
are being disciplined so that we will not
be condemned with the world.

13S0 then, my brothers, when you
come together lo eat, wait for each other.
31f anyone is hungry, he should eat at
home, so that when you meet logether it
may not result in judgment.

And when [ come I will give further
directions.

27284

The Lord’s Supper Matthew 26

170n the first day of the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, the disciples came to
Jesus and asked, “Where do you want us
to make preparations for you to eat the
Passover?”

18He replied, “Go into the city to a cer-
tain man and tell him, ‘The Teacher says:
My appointed time is near. I am going to
celebrate the Passover with my disciples
at your house.”*” 1950 the disciples did as
Jesus had directed them and prepared the
Passover.

20When evening came, Jesus was re-
clining at the table with the Twelve.
21And while they were eating, he said, I -
tell you the truth, one of you will betray
me.”

22They were very sad and began to say
to him one after the other, “Surely not I,
Lord?”

2Jesus replied, “The one who has
dipped his hand into the bowl with me
will betray me. 24The Son of Man will go
just as it is written about him. But woe to
that man who betrays the Son of Man! It

would be better for him if he had not
been born.”

25Then Judas, the one who would be-
tray him, said, ’Surely not I, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you.”s

26While they were ealing, Jesus took
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying, ""Take and eat;
this is my body.”

27Then he took the cup, gave thanks
and offered it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you. 26This is my blood of
thet covenant, which is poured oul for
many for the forgiveness of sins. 9] tell
you, T will not drink of this fruit of the
vine from now on until that day when I
drink it anew with you in my Father’s
kingdom.”

3*When they had sung a hymn, they
went out to the Mount of Olives.

' Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial

31Then Jesus told them, “This very
night you will all fall away on account of
me, for it is written:

1 will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock will be
scattered.’”

32But after | have risen, I will go'ahead of
you into Galilee.”

33Peter replied, “Even if all fallaway on
account of you, I never will.”

341 tell you the truth,” Jesus answered,
"this very night, before the rooster
crows, you will disown me three times.”

35But Peter declared, “Even if I have to
die with you, ! will never disown you.”
And all the other disciples said the same.




" The Lord’s Supper Marx 14

120n the first day of the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, when it was customary
to sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ dis-
ciples asked him, “Where do you want us
to go and make preparations for you to
eat the Passover?”’

1350 he sent two of his disciples, telling
them, ’Go into the city, and a man carry-

ing a jar of water will meet you. Follow
him. 1Say to the owner of the house hé
enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where i$ my'
guest room, where | may eat the Passovef
with my disciples?’ 15He will show you 1’
large upper room, furnished and ready!
Make preparations for us there.” it
16The disciples left, went into the cily
and found things just as Jesus had told:
them. So they prepared the Passover. 1t
YWhen evening came, Jesus arrived-
with the Twelve. BWhile they were &)
clining at the table eating, he said, “1{ell}
you the truth, one of you will betray me%

one who is eating with me.” L
13They were saddened, and one by oné
they said to him, “Surely not [?* ‘"

20’1t is one of the Twelve,” he replied;?
“one who dips bread into the bowl with?
me. 2iThe Son of Man will go just as it #¢{
written about him. But woe to that min;
who betrays the Son of Man! It would bef
better for him if he had not been born
2While they were eating, Jesus look
bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gavé
it to hisdisciples, saying, “Take it; this if§
my body."” &
2Then he took the cup, gave thatks]
and offered it to them, and they all drank’}
from it. ”’*
24This is my blood of thet coveénaht)
which is poured out for many,” he said 6
them. 25’1 tell you the truth, 1 will hot;
drink again of the fruit of the vine until}
that day when 1 drink it anew In th&,
kingdom of God.” iy
2#Nhen they had sung a hymn, they}
went out to the Mount of Olives. "f}%
. el

The Last Supper  Luke 22

’Then came the day of Unleavened
Bread on which the Passover lamb had to
be sacrificed. 8Jesus sent Peter and John,
saying, “Go and make preparations for

_us to eat the Passover.”

9’Where do you want us to prepare for
it?”’ they asked.

10He replied, “As you enter the city, a
man carrying a jar of water will meet
you. Follow him to the house that he en-
ters, and say to the owner of the house,
‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest
room, where I may eat the Passover with
my disciples?’ 12He will show you a large
upper room, all furnished. Make prepara-
tions there.”

3They left and found things just as
Jesus had told them. So they prepared the
Passover.

14When the hour came, Jesus and his
apostles reclined at the table. 15And he
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to
eat this Passover with you before I suffer.
16For I tell you, I will not eat it again until
it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of
God.”

17After taking the cup, he gave thanks
and said, “Take this and divide it among
you. '8For I tell you I will not drink again
of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom
of God comes.”

19And he took bread, gave thanks and
broke it, and gave it to them, saying,
“This is my body given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.”

20]n the same way, after the supper he
took the cup, saying, “This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you. 21But the hand of him
who is going to betray me is with mine
on the table. 22The Son of Man will go as

it has been decreed, but woe to that man
who betrays him.”” 23They began to ques-
tion among themselves which of them it
might be who would do this.

2Also a dispute arose among them as
to which of them was considered to be
greatest. 25Jesus said to them, “The kings
of the Gentiles lord it over them; and
those who exercise authority over them
call themselves Benefactors. 2#But you are
not to be like that. Instead, the greatest
among you should be like the youngest,
and the orie who rules like the one who
serves. 2For who is greater, the one who
is at the table or the one who serves? Is
it not the one who is at the table? But ] am
among you as one who serves. 28You are
those who have stood by me in my trials.
29And I confer on you a kingdom, just as
my Father conferred one on me, 3so that
you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.

31Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to
sift you? as wheat. 32But | have prayed for
you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.
And when you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers.”

33But he replied, “Lord, 1 am ready to
go with you to prison and to death.”

34Jesus answered, I tell you, Peter, be-
fore the rooster crows today, you wiil
deny three times that you know me.”

35Then Jesus asked them, “When | sent
you without purse, bag or sandals, did
you lack anything?”

“Nothing,” they answered.

36He said to them, ““But now if you
have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and
if you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak
and buy one. ¥t is written: ‘And he was
numbered with the transgressors’®; and |
tell you that this must be fulfilled in me.
Yes, what is written about me is reaching
its fulfillment.”

38The disciples said, “See, Lord, here
are two swords.”

“That is enough,”” he replied.

#31 The Greek is plural. 637 Isaiah 53:12
¢44 Some early manuscripts do not have verses 43 ar




"Then they were willing to take him into

lhe boat, and immediately the boat

reached the shore where they were head-

ing.

2The next day the crowd that had

. stayed on the opposile shore of the lake
realized that only one boat had been

. there, and that Jesus had not entered it
» with his disciples, but that they had gone
away alone. 3Thei some boats from Ti-
berias landed near the place where the
people had eaten the bread after the Lord
had given thanks. 2#Once the crowd real-
ized that neither Jesus nor his disciples
were there, they got into the boats and
went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.

fesus the Bread of Life

5When they found him on the other
side of the lake, they asked him, "Rabbi,
when did you get here?”

%)esus answered, “I tell you the truth,
you are looking for me, not because you
saw miraculous signs but because you ate
tthe loaves and had your fill. Do not
work for food that spoils, but for food
that endures to eternal life, which the
Son of Man will give you. On him God
the Father has placed his seal of approv-
i

BThen they asked him, "What must
we do 1o do the works God requires?”

Ylesus answered, "The work of God is
this: to believe in the one he has sent.”

%S0 they asked him, “What miracu-
bus sign then will you give that we may
e it and believe you? What will you do?
"Our forefathers ate the manna in the
fesert; as it is written: ‘He gave them
bead from heaven to eat.’s”’

Yesus said to them, I tell you the
tuth, it is not Moses who has given you
the bread from heaven, but it is my Fa-
ther who gives you the true bread from
deaven. 33For the bread of God is he who
omes down from heaven and gives life
o the world.”

W'Gir,”” they said, from now on give
& this bread.”

91 Exodus 16:4; Psalm 78:24 645 Isaiah 54:13

JOHN 6:53

35Then Jesus declared, I am the bread
of life. He who comes to me will never go
hungry, and he who believes in me will
never be thirsty. 3¢But as I told you, you
have seen me and still you do not believe.
37All that the Father gives me will come
to me, and whoever comes to me [ will
never drive away. 3For I have come
down from heaven not to do my will but
to do the will of him who sent me. 3%And
this is the will of him who sent me, that
I shall lose none of all that he has given
me, but raise them up at the last day.
9For my Father’'s will is thal everyone
who looks to the Son and believes in him
shall have eternal life, and | will raise
him up at the last day.”

41A1L this the Jews began lo grumble
about him because he said, I am the
bread that came down from heaven.”
42They said, "’Is this not Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we
know? How can he now say, 'l came
down from heaven’?”’

13Stop grumbling among yourselves,”
Jesus answered. 19’"No one can come to
me unless the Father who sent me draws
him, and I will raise him up at the last
day. 45It is written in the Prophets: ‘They
will all be taught by God."? Everyone who
listens to the Father and learns from him
comes to me. 4No one has seen the Fa-
ther except the one who is from God;
only he has seen the Father. 4] tell you
the truth, he who believes has everlast-
ing life. 81 am the bread of life. ¥Your
forefathers ate the manna in the desert,
yet they died. 50But here is the bread that
comes down from heaven, which a man
may eat and not die. S'I am the living
bread that came down from heaven. If a
man eals of this bread, he will live for-
ever. This bread is my flesh, which I will
give for the life of the world.”

52Then the Jews began to argue sharply -

among themselves, “"How can this man
give us his flesh to eat?”

$jesus said to them, "I tell you the
truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son

of Man and drink hijs blood, you have no
life in you. $4Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood has eternal life, and 1
will raise him up at the last day. 5For my
flesh is real food and my blood is real
drink. S*Whoever eats my flesh and
drinks my blood remains in me, and | in
him. 57Just as the living Father sent me
and I live because of the Father, so the
one who feeds on me will live because of
me. 58This is the bread that came down
from heaven. Our forefathers ate manna
and died, bul he who feeds on this bread
will live forever.”” 59He said this while
teaching in the synagogue in Caper-
naum,
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