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Ottawa University Timeline

1808  

 John Tecumseh Jones (Tauy) is born
1825 
-Jotham Meeker in service with Isaac McCoy at Baptist Mission, Carey Station


-Osage-Kansa Treaty signed with Government

1826

 Jones becomes student at Colgate University (Madison University)


1830
Indian Removal-Bill signed uprooting Ottawa Indians from their lands

1831 

-Shawnee Treaty to give up 100,000 acres of land
Isaac McCoy opens Shawnee Baptist Mission
-Ottawa Indians moved to Kansas by government treaty
1833 

Jotham Meeker comes to Kansas

June 1837 
Jotham Meeker reaches Ottawa, KS

1840 

Tauy Jones marries Rachael Littelman and moves to Ottawa
1844 

-Tauy Jones’ wife Rachael Littelman dies

-First Big Flood in Ottawa, KS

1845 

Tauy Jones marries Jane Kelley

1853  

Meekers church includes 122 Baptized Ottawa Indians

1855 

Jotham Meeker dies



First Territorial Capital established in Kansas


1857

Pro-Slavery Constitution drafted at Lecompton

1858

Marais de Cygnes River Pleasanton Massacre

Mar 1840 
First four Ottawa Indians baptized

Feb1860 
-State Convention of Baptists, Atchinson, KS

 
-Territorial legislature approves charter for Roger Williams University

Dec1860 
Meeting between Indians and trustees of Roger Williams University

1861

Civil War begins

June 24 1862   First Treaty with Ottawa Indians granting 20,000 acres of land


First OU Principal Philatus Fales takes reigns



Isaac Kalloch first OU President instated
Aug 20
 1862
-First Board Meeting of Ottawa University Trustees

-Robert Atkinson and John W Young elected to Board; C C Hutchinson elected treasurer

Aug 1863
Quantrill’s Raid on Lawrence

1864

City of Ottawa, KS Founded



First Baptist Church of Ottawa built and established

Sep 1864 
Building committee plans first building
Apr 21 1865 
-New University Charter granted in Franklin County probate court:
                        -Petitioners were Isaac Kalloch, C C Hutchinson, John G Pratt, Tauy



Jones, James Wind, William Hurr and Joseph King

May 1865
-Kalloch first president of Ottawa University



-Plans to sell timber in ten-acre lots

-Kalloch promotes plans in Washington to unite Ottawa and Miami Indians



-500 acres acquired for $6112.96

1865

Civil War Ends


Indian School started after end of war in Ottawa town in temporary

                        Buildings with Isaac Kalloch as president; Mrs RS Mayhew and 


Mrs Fannie Thomas as teachers in the Indian Department

Aug 1866
-Lucy Hatch elected principal (Preceptress) of Ladies Seminary



-Professor Philetus Fales elected principal of Elementary School

-Carey Scammon elected as Music, Painting and Drawing teacher at Ladies Seminary

Aug 1866 
Decision to rent building for Ottawa Indians

Apr 1867 
-Isaac Kalloch resigns as president of Ottawa University 


-Rev. Jeffery of Philadelphia elected as president



-Western Home Journal Controlled by Isaac Kalloch


-Isaac Kalloch  later restored to presidency position
-Second Ottawa Indian Treaty, University bought 7,211.21 acres of land



--Robert Atkinson raises money by visiting Baptist churches in the East to



build at Ottawa (collected $30, 440.75)

1868

-Ottawa University Trustees meets with Baptist State Convention

-Atkinson sent by Board to supervise activities at the University

-Kalloch sold 2872 acres of University land without Board or State 



Convention permission


-Financial embarrassment due to property sales mismanagement and



Suspension on university building project; school contined until Winter
-Second resignation of Isaac Kalloch from presidency
1869

-Ottawa Herald Founded
May 1869
OU School reopened ---University Hall Built cost $40,000

Academy opened to White children with teachers: Rev Robert Atkinson, Miss Lucy Hatch, Miss McClellan 



And Miss Emma Defford
-Dr ML Ward comes to Ottawa and becomes president of the University
-First OU building complete
1870

-Mrs Griffin taught in the Indian Department and resigned; due to Indian 


Unrest
Fall 1871
--Mrs Griffin replaced by Miss Morse as Indian Department teacher

June 1872
Government bill passed forfeiting Indian lands given to University

Aug 1872
Committee appears in Ottawa to turn over property to Commissioner of



Indian Affairs


Ottawa University opened with Preparatory Department and an Academic


Department that also allowed students to prepare for the MinistryMonday, 
1873

 Treaty of 1831 settlement with 1,280 acres of land to OU, 640 acres to



The Mission Society; and 10,000 acres reverting to the Indians
1873

-Ward leaves Ottawa University for Manhattan to teach at the new 



Agricultural college



-Mrs Ward stays to teach at Ottawa 



-Kansas Baptist Association asked to move school at Ottawa



-Tauy Jones dies

Mar1873
-Act repealed and established Commission to settle land Indian rights

-All Indian lands were taxed, except Ottawa University lands remained free of taxation until legislation would so order


-Board votes 1,280 acres of land over to Board of Home Mission Society

1874

EC Anderson becomes Pricipal of OU

1875

Tauy Jones Hall (Science Hall) destroyed by fire

1876

Philo Jesse Williams becomes president of Ottawa University

1877

Tauy Jones Hall restored


- 
1877

School at Ottawa reopened after fire
1879

Preceptress Emma J Short takes over Ladies Seminary and Academy
1881

-T M Williams became acting president of Ottawa University



-Ottawa University had 4 faculty
1882

-Ottawa University’s first English Professor was Vandalia Varnum
1883

M L Ward returned to Ottawa University as president to replace Williams
1884

-Ottawa Campus Newspaper established

-First library established on the campus
-Five Indian Girls in attendance at School

-Adelaide Dicklow becomes Academy Preceptress

-OU’s First Music Faculty were Mr & Mrs C A Boyle
1885

-Ottawa University had 8 faculty



-George Sutherland first Ottawa University Librarian

1886

-First Commencement Ceremony at Ottawa University


-First Graduate Joseph Stocks


-OU had 155 students



-Philalathean and Olypian Literary Societies founded

-Oratorial Association founded



-Ottawa University Cadets founded

1887 

ML Ward retired and was replaced by George Sutherland as OU president

1888

Administration Building constructed

1890

Sutherland replaced by Franklin O Johnson as OU president

1891

Adminstration building under construction



“My Ottawa” written by Dr Johnson

1891

Johnson replaced by F W Colegrove as OU president

1892

-First OU Registrar, James E Ewing appointed



-Charlton Cottage completed

1893

-First football game between Ottawa and Baker 



-Score Ottawa 14 Baker 0
1895

Colegrove replaced by J D S Riggs as OU President

1896

First Baptist changed name to Second Baptist Church of Ottawa
1899

OU’s First Education and Psychology professor was Robert L Parker

1900

First year of OU Men’s Basketball

First OU Yell “Roly Boly O “ written



First Dean of Women appointed at OU: Francis Norris
1901

First OU Women’s Basketball Game
1902 

-Southwing of Administration Building built



-Old Gymnasium built
1902

Fire destroyed Administration Building

1904

New Administration Building dedicated

1905

Riggs replaced by R A Schwegler as Acting OU president

1906

SE Price becomes president of OU

1909

First principal of the Academy appointed Herbert Foster

1911

-Phi Kappa Delta founded



-Library acquires John Henry Kilbuck Collection

1914

World War I begins
1915

The Jubilee Campaign launched


Ottawa’s Jubilee (fifty years)

1918

-First Kansas Conference Championship Game for Basketball



-World War I ends

1920

First OU Business Manager Appointed, Walter A Rose

1921

First OU Beauty Contest Held on Campus

1922

Last year of OU Women’s Basketball in KIAC

Ward Science Hall completed

1923

ML Ward dies



Tauy Jones Hall named and remodelled

1925

-Academy discontinued by the Board


-Price retires and Erdman Smith becomes OU president
1926

-First Dean of Men appointed at OU, Otto B Lowen

-Big Game between Baker and OU; OU Defeats Baker



-Zale Bay organization founded

1931

-W P Behan replaces Smith as OU president

First Homecoming Event on OU Campus



-First Tauy Talk is published


-First OU Alumni and PR Secretary Appointed, Claude J Webb
1932

-First Kansas Conference Championship Game for Football



-Giego Mascot is created by Golton
1933

First Admissions Councellor appointed at OU : Lawrence  St.Clair

1934

First Kansas Conference Championship Game for Track

1935

-OU University Crest designed by Golton


-Andrew B. Martin replaces W P Behan as OU President

1937

Point system and major classification adopted by the OU Faculty
1939

‘O’ Club is founded



Committee on Examinations established by OU Faculty



World War II begins

1940

Civil Pilot Training Unit stationed at OU
1941

Sigma Alpha Honors Society is founded
1942

OU Radio station KOU born

1943

OU Radio becomes KTJO

1945

-World War II ends



-Student Building Gymnasium fire
1946

Dick Peters joins OU staff

1950

Korean Conflict

1948

Women’s Residence Hall is completed

1948

-Student Commons built and opened



-Wilson Field House completed
1951

Ottawa represents Kansas in the NAIB Basketball Tournament



Ottawa Flood

1952

Mission to Mexico

1953

Mission to Cuba

1954

Mission to Europe


1953

-Planning for new library begun and gift donation from Myers received



-Korean Conflict ends


1955

Men’s Residence Hall completed

1956

-Myers Library is completed



-OU Concert Choir on National TV program
1957

College adopts Seven Division organization

1959

Vietnam War begins

1960

-English department begins offering reading, writing and


 language Labs



-Student food walk-out protest



-Library opens on Sundays between 1-4

1961

-Esther Kennedy, New Dean of Women



-OU joins USNSA and students participate in MO-KAN Conference


-Chatauqua Centennial Celebrations



-OU student housing expands to include Price Hall and Haigh Meadow

                        Hall

1962

-Historic enrollment of 640 students

                        -Adult Education night courses offered


-First Travel Agency at OU: Nelson Travel Service

1963

-OU Debaters attend 50th Pi Kappa Delta celebration with 71% win record


-OU Concert Choir travels in the Eastern States
1964
          Student Disciplinary Committee formed to aid administration

1965

Sigma Tau Sigma, Student Tutor Society formed on campus



Students demand homage for US flag by petition



OU Centennial Celebration

OU Flying Club started

Senior Privileges Program established

1966

OU Chapel Dedication by Dr Martin

Phi Alpha Theta, National Historical Honors Society started and Alpha 

Psi Drama Honors Society Reformed

Honors School Started

First OU Chapel Program in October 
OU Debate team debates Leavenworth Inmates
1967

President Martin Retires


Peter Armacost new OU President



Fred Zook joins the faculty



OU Students travel to Mexico



OUCRC started on campus

1968

OU gets Danforth Foundation Grant for Education Planning


Wayne Angell appointed Dean of the College



Baseball program returns to OU after 52 yrs


OU ‘s CRC sponsors events

1969

OU Student dress policy modified to be more flexible



Hal Germer appointed as faculty, February 1969



Lambda Iota Tau, International Literary Society founded



100th Birthday of Tauy Jones Hall

Black student give OU 8 demands



OU Initiation Controversy
1970

Administrative Internships offered to students
                        OU Participates in Model Midwest UN



Sheldon Hall to be renovated for student use



Ad Hoc Black Studies Committee created



Black experience to be included in Core



Black students boycott relays


Black students occupy President Armacost’s office



OU develops new university constitution



Fire in the basement of Tauy Jones Hall

1971

Wayne Angell resigns as dean



Kellogg Foundation gives $5000 to OU


Ralph Atkinson becomes dean
1972

Aaron Copland Festival Celebrated



Mexico trip for students started



University Program Series reduced from ten to seven events


Mel Strawn redwood bridge sculpture set up



Armacost terminates use of Geigo caricature

1973

First year of women’s track at OU

Cross-cultural study center established in Morelia, Mexico



Faculty Accountability Governance Proposal introduced



OU Hosts Kansas Intercollegiate Debate League tournament



Coach Dick Peters dies

FIPSE Grant acquired for Post-Secondary educational improvement

English Language Institute Founded to teach English second language

1974
First year of Volleyball at OU

Peter Sandstrom and Thomas Mayer named Outstanding Educators of America


Peter Armacost wins Outstanding Service Award from NASPA


OU Kansas City site opens College without a Campus program

Keith Shumway Dean of Nontraditional Students


First Suzuki Institute offered during summer
1975
OU Returns (since 1923) to Women’s Competitive Basketball

Ottawa Venure Campaign started

1.3 million Advanced Institutional Development grant boosts OU programs


Vietnam War Ends

1976
Aaron Copland awarded honorary doctorate


New academic programs introduced: Environmental Studies, Business Management, Public Service and Social Work


Parents Association of OU students launched


OU Speech/Debate team wins 6 trophies


1977
Ottawa University Chorale tours Romania

Jim Billick appointed Dean of Graduate Studies


Earthquake measuring 4.1 rocked Kansas, Union windows shattered and


98 students taken to hospital


Peter Armacost resigns to accept position in Florida

Milton Froyd becomes Interim President
College without Campus expands to Phoenix, Arizona

Black Students Union dissolves

1978
Basketball Coach William Frear retires

OU meets Mabee challenge


Director of Resident Life position created


Dr Shaw new OU President


Fieldhouse gets face-lift


Roger Fredricksen, Board of Trustees president


Fire and vandalism damages Brown Hall’s first and second floors
1979              
Bemmels’ retire

President Shaw Inaugurated


Ethnic Concerns Committee Created


Cheerleader Controversy


Human Services Department created


Black Students Union reorganizes


Mabee Center dedicated

1980
Ron Yingling President of KASFAA


OU receives US Department of Energy matching grant for technical assistance/energy conservation    


Track and field; second in Heart of America Conference outdoor


Fundraising Challenge goal suppassed


Dual degree program with KSU equipping students to serve in
            Third World

                        Martin Education Program established

Mobil Foundation 10,000 gift honoring John Socolofsky

1981
Mabee Challenge grant awarded to renovate Ad Building

Small Business Institute Program started coordinated by Sherwin Snyder


Donald Porter appointed VP for Finance


Albert Peacock NAIA Indoor Champion for High Jump


Kansas City Campus endorsed to offer Respiratory Therapy program


Martin Hall is redecorated

1982
Franklin County Scholarship program begun $2000 to area high school students

OU First ever nationwide telephone appeal


Braves win Heart of America Athletics Track Title


President Shaw leaves OU

1983
President Wilbur Wheaton joins OU

OU gets new Rolm computerized phone system


OU introduces first Comp-Set to Print Center


OU Garanteed Tuition Plan introduced

Coleman Brothers give OU $100,000 gift

1984
New student orientation approach introduced

Yearbook dues added to student fees

1985
Ottawa University Student Constitution revised and ratified

University received Title III endowment grant


Pay TV restrictions lifted on Campus

 
BA offered for first time in Taiwan
1986
New trees planted on the OU Campus

OU dinner theater productions, with the play ”The Contrast’

1987
Far East Degree completion program extends to Hong Kong
1988
Murrell Horton, OU senior takes first place in Costume design regional contest
1989 
Ottawa takes first place in regional Academic Computer Machinery Competition (North Central Programming Contest)

Phoenix campus offers Labor Management certificate


1990
Behan Hall Technology Center being built
        
OU Debaters win Suluki Debate Tournament



1991  
Behan Technology Center opens in Behan Hall 

William Howe donates Butterfly paintings to OU

Computer Science professor, David Kraemer receives Sears-Roebuck Award for resourcefulness and leadership

OU 100th Anniversary of Football celebrated in Fall
OU Receives Mabee grant to renovate Ward Science Hall

First OU Afro-American Festival celebrated

1992
 President Wheaton retires
New president Harold Germer
Aaron Copland Collection of Music donated to OU
Peter Sandstrom resigns as Dean 

Andy Carrier starts as Athletic Director at OU

Ilene Risley named Provost at Milwaukee

1993
Donna Levene starts teaching at OUKC

Lady Braves Cross Country wins conference


KTJO starts FM broadcasts
1994
Kilbuck artifacts stolen


OU Milwaukee Wisconsin Campus opens

Ottawa tribal garment presented to President Germer by Chief Dawes

OU Track star Shane Koranda wins Catalunya National Championship in Spain

1995
Atkinson Hall renovated
OU Braves wins Baseball crown in KCAC
`
Art Lab Fire

OU International Center established by President Germer
1996  
Rededication and reopening of Atkinson Hall
 Robert Duffet becomes Campus Provost

Misappropriation of Senate Funds discovered

1997
Kevin Eichner becomes Chair of OU Board of Trustees
Russian educators Voronin and Tonkikh come to campus via exchange

1998
Robert Remington becomes OU Vice-President of University relations

Student Embassador Program created
Renovation of Mabee Center

1999       
Reopening of Mabee Center after renovation
Reopening of Martin Hall after renovation

Donna Levene becomes Provost of Kansas City site


Fred Zook becomes Marketing Director

Portion of Kilbuck Collection recovered and returned to OU

Ottawa flag given to OU by Ottawa Tribe

OU Celebrates 100 years of Basketball

Otter Mascot adopted

2000

New Men’s Hall constructed



OU hosts Kansas Regional Music Festival



Computers stolen from the Vera Wise Computer Lab



President Germer retires



John Neal appointed as OU President
2001
TechSkills Center established on campus

Vince Beach appointed as campus Provost


OU receives Trio Grant to establish Writing Center

2002
OU starts offering MBA online

Career Development Office opens

2003
Maurice Bryan appointed as College Provost

Ina Agnew appointed Dean of Student Affairs


Barbara Dinneen appointed Academic Dean at the College

2004
New Hull Athletics Center Dedication


Lady Braves Soccer team won KCAC conference


Campus Plan revisited using focus groups

2005
President John Neal resigns


Mabee Center becomes new Student Commons

First Amazon trip by Biology classes

2006 
Fred Snow is appointed OU President

Provost Maurice Bryan resigns

Dennis Tyner appointed College Provost 


HR wins Superior Merit Award from SHRM


OU elects new Board of Trustees Members

Terrel Haines appointed Kansas City Provost

Professional Counseling Program opened at OUAZ
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