THE LETTER BOX

SURELY PREFERAI
BE

& BY DOROTHY DIX

ENDING ENGAGEMENT IS .
‘ 3LE TO
ING UNWANTED WIFE

&

A 4

Dear Miss Dix: In two months I'm going to marry a man wh
does not love me and who is going to marry me only because he 'feels
it is his duty, after taking up four years of my life and keeping me

from mariying anybedy else. He hasn’t told
ne he doesn’t love me, and he is still good to
ne and as attentive as ever. But I know he
1as ceased to care for me and looks forward
vith dread to our wedding. There are times
vhen he doesn’t even talk to me. He just gets
noody and sits and stares into space.

He tried several times to talk to me about
reaking our engagement, but I just wouldn't
isten because I couldn’t bear the thought of
osing him. If it wasn’t for thie humiliation, 1
vould be tempted to run away; but he works
n my father’s office, all our furniture is paid
or, and my family is making grand prepara-
ioys for an elaborate wedding. What shall
do? A.B.C.

ANSWER: If you have any regard for
our own future happiness or any pity for the

nan you are dragging to the al'ar against his will, you will break off
his marriage and set your fiance free, even if the wedding cake is

lready baked.




H m Ly hmt your pride to have
o0 admit .that your prospective:
ridegroom was being forced by
ircumstances and his own sense
f honor to marry you, but it will

10t be so humiliating to you as to
yo thru years of torture, knowing|
yourself an unloved wife whoqe!
1ushand has a contempt for her
recause she forced herself on him. ‘
You may dread the gossip that
yreaking off the marriage at the
ast moment will cause, but the
ittle chatter about it will die down
n a week or two.

Don’t delude yourself into think-
ng that you can win your hus-
rand’s love after marriage It can’t
oe done. Everything in marriage—
he loss of personal freedom, the‘
1dapting himself to a woman’s pe-
‘uliarities, the enforced compan-
onship, the million sacrifices that
he domestic relationship involves
—tends to separate a man from
1is wife rather than to draw him
0 her. So if there was nothing be-
ween you that fired his fancy be-
‘ore marriage and made him de-
ire you, you will be still less at-
ractive to him after marriage.

Don’t think you can atone to this
nan, whom you are virtually co-
rcing into marrying you, by lav-
shing your devotion on him. There
s nothing more repulsive to us
han the love we do not want, and
10thing so burdenzome as to have
o0 keep up a pretense of affection
vhere there is none, nothing so
ickening as the Kkisses that are
lust and ashes on our lips, Nor
‘an you satisfy him by making him
omfortable, You may feed ' his
yody, but his soul will be starving
or what you cannot give.

Face the fact that if you marry
. man who does not love you, you
vill ruin both of your lives, and
et him go. You may be unhappy
or a httle while, but that will pass
nd you will escape the long years
f misery of knowing you are an
immwanted wife. .
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