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prevent him from g-raduating with his class, which

he did in '91, having completed the work of the last

fon r and two-thirds years in three years' time, and

receiving the double degree of B. L. and B. S.

During- his college career the Professor took an

active part in literary work, being a memher of the

Olympian Society. He won firxt prize in the Sopho
more con test in oratory, and the following year took

first place in the local contest, and represented O. U.

III the State Oratorieal Contest. During his under

graduate work Professor

Parker was most interest

ed in the natural sciences,
but has since given espe
cial attention to history .

In the fall of '91, without

solicitation on his part,
Mr. Parker was elected to

the pr i n c i pa lxh i p of the

High School of Paola. He

occupied this position dur

ing- two years, resigning at

the close of that period to

accept a similar but more

lucrative position at Mari-
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ROBERT L. PARKER, A. M.

Twice in her history has Ottawa University hon

ored her graduates with a position on her faculty of

instruction. Equ a ll y noteworthy is the fact that

both of these favored ones are member", of the Class

of ·Yl. Immediately sub ....eq uen t to his graduation,
\\�. H. Isley was elected to the professorship of

natural sciences. acceptably filling- the- position for

one year, when he resig-ned to enter Yale college.
The second instance is that of R. L. Parker, who was

last year chosen by his alma matrr to occupy the

chair of History and Eco

nomics.

Robert L. Parker was

born at Carlyle, Iowa. May
Ill, IHhS. I n the cen tennial

year h i-, fat h e r , �ev. Moses

Parker, removed \.... it h his �

fa III i I)' to Clearwater.

Sedgwick cou n ty , Kansas,
where they s t il l res ide.

C Iearw a t t'rat that t i 1ll t.' '���:t�:)���}A�VJ�:�:J!�

w a-, on the extreme f ron-
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t ier , and as a con seq uence,

the Professor was ear l v

hroug-ht into contact with

Ka n ....as soil in i t-, virg-in
state of fer t i h ty , be fore it

had been exhausted in pro

ducing- e x t en s i v e crops of

g-olden w he a t and mam

moth corn. T'h i-, fad flo

dou b t In a me a ....urt· ;tC

el III n t s for the g't'nprot!s

proportion .... o f his ph)':-.
IIjlh·.

l'lItll hi .... n r n e t e e n t Ir

,\t°.!r t lu- lin 1,\ ....choo l ;111\';tntagt· .... t'l1jo,\ed II_\' ;\lr
P.lrkl'r w e r c t lu- few m on t h .... «f d i-ct r ir t ....chllll} which
CI,uld ht' 1.:I'II\\<1e<i be t w ce n the fa rm «pc r a t io n-, Ilf a

1.1h' f .r l l and all earl.' :-.pnng". But t ln- .....e wen' e v i

<it'lltl,' i u i proved to the utmos t .

In the spring" of IHH.'; he e n tc-r e-d the Eng-li .... h Pre

parate,r., cl a .... s (If Ottawa I·lll\·er:-.I!Y. His c(lur ..... ('

lu-re \\ as b rok e n by a cou p l e o f years' teaching- in h i s

horn e school. But even thl� ser rou s hand ica p did not

, on, Kans. After a year's
lServ ice at the last named

place, he aga in resig-ned to

t a k e u p post-g radua te

work In Chicago Univer

SI ty , I n the spr r Ilg of tH(),;

he was elected to the chair

of HIstory in (irand Island

tNeb.) Col leg'e , which place
he fi l l ed d u ri ng" t he follow-

Ing' ;- ear. The Profe:-.-.;()r
We ..... cho ....en to h i-, present pOSItIOn In the spring- of
'Qh, a ncl a f t e r another ....u tn me r ....pent in special work
at Clllcago, e n t e re-d u po n a work hen', which to his

l'1I11c·ag-ue .... and .... t ud e n t s. h a s been eminently pleas
ing- and pro ti t ab le.

In l�qS Prof. Parker rece ived from his alma mater
t he well-earned <leg-ree (If Master of Arts. His ab i l i

t ie s a:-. a scholar and an instructor have a l so received

recug-nition from outside sources. During two SU11l-




