Germer retires; Neal appointed
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Changes are taking place
all around the OU campus,
many of which are among the
faculty, staff and administra-
tion.

One of the largest changes this
year will be the retirement of
President Harold D. Germer,
and the appotntment of Dr. John
Neal, Vice President for Adult
and Professional Studies, to
President Designate

Germer has been with Ottawa
for over 20 years. He came to
OU from Harvard 1n 1969,
spending four years here as a
faculty member 1n the religion
department. He came to OU be-
cause it was an Amencan Bap-
ust university and because he
wanted close ties between aca-
demic programs and the church,
which he felt OU had.

In 1974, Germer became Aca-
demic Dean of the College. He
spent four years in this position
before moving to Phoenix to
open the QU branch. Germer
resided in Phoenix for another
four years, also serving as dean
there.

After an eight year absence,
Germer returned to OU as vice-
president in 1989.

In 1992, Germer was appointed

to his current posituon as the 15"
president of Ottawa University.

Aspresident, Germer has faced
being accountable for the en-
tire university, handling all re-
lations with the Board of Trust-
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President Designate Dr. John E. Neal addresses students at

many of the complaints about
Oou.

“We don’t always do every-
thing right...we fix the things
that need to be fixed,” said
Germer.
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Opening Convocation. Previously in the ceremony, held in the
Chapel on August 24, Neal’s appointment to President Desig-
nate was announced by Board of Trustees member Patty Wolfe.

ees, taking charge of capital re-
sources and as Germer says, get-
ting “the right people in the
right places.” As president,
Germer also must deal with
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Germer has been instrumental
in many changes that OU has
seen over the last few decades.

Germer was involved in the
planning of the core programs.

He felt this “Ottawa distinctive”
was valuable for common expe-
riences, for faculty as well as stu-
dents. All locations of OU cur-
rently have the core program,
which began 1n 1970
Germer has also been involved
in much of the planning and
preparation during the building
on campus for the last 18
months. In his eight years as
president, Atkinson, Tauy Jones,
Martin Hall, Mabee Center and
Wilson Field House have all
seen major renovations. New
Hall was built just this year s
the first new building on cam-
pus since Germer came to OU 1n
1969

Germer’s contributions to the
university by finding many
valuable faculty members and
spearheading large fund raising
campaigns have led to OU'’s cur-
rent success 1n his view.

“A college has to be part of a
university to be successful,”
said Germer.

In Germer's years as president,
many of today’s faculty mem-
bers and department heads,
whom he feels are a valuable part
of the university, have been
added.

Germer has also balanced OU’s
budget and presided over sur-
pluses.

For the future, Germer would
like to see the university con-
tinue raising expectations

*“The college 1s becoming more
selective, turning more admis-
stons down,” said Germer
“There are 16 Presidential
Scholars on campus' people
who draw the education pro-
grams up, raising expectations

After hus retirement, effective
Dec 31, 2000, Germer will
move with his wife Laura back
to Phoenix Germer then plans

(continued on pg.8}
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to travel to Oxford University
in England They will study at
Regents Park College, one of
36 colleges that comprise Ox-
ford

Taking Germer's place as Prest-
dent will be Dr. John E Neal,
Vice President for Adult and Pro-
fessional Studies.

Over the summer, the Board of
Trustees unanimously voted
Neal to become President Des-
ignate The decision was an-
nounced to the university dur-
ing the Fall Convocation cer-
emony

Neal has been with OU tor
three years as the Vice-President
tor Adult and Professional Stud-
1es

Before coming to OU, Neal
served as Vice President for In-
stitutional Advancement He
also served as assistant profes-
sor of behavioral and social sci-
cnces, assoclate professor of
communications and Dean of
the School of Communications

Germer retires:

for Webster Universtiy in St
Louis.

Neal's current responsibility 1s
for all of the OU centers out-
side of the residential campus
in Ottawa, including Kansas
Cuy, Milwaukee, Phoenix,
Singapore, Hong Kong, Malay-
s1a and the teaching sites 1n
New Orleans and Wilmington,
Del These campuses account
for 95 percent of the student
body of QU, with over 8,000
students Eighty percent of the
revenue and the entire surplus
of the university are gencrated
by these sites, which cover the
campus’ deficit and system-
wide administration

The constitution requires the
vote for president of the uni-
vers,ty to occur formally while
a mecting 1s 1n session To
avoid delays, the Board voted
to elect Neal President Desig-
nate As President Designate,
Neal will make the transition
into President after a formal
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vote from the Board of Trust-
ees in Oct

A presidential selection com-
mittee recommended Neal to
the Board of Trustees. The
committee began looking for
an 1nternal candidate with suf-
ficient ment to fill the position.
Neal was the only candidate 1n-
terviewed

After several weeks of inter-
views with different members
of the commuttee, students, fac-
ulty, alumni and the American
Bapuist Church, the committee
recommended Neal

Neal would like to see QU gain
more visibility in the world of
higher education He would
like OU to be viewed as an *“in-
novative, high quality school
with a strong Christan commit-
ment " He sees OU doing this
by focusing on what Christian
institutions should do, not by
claitming Christian commuit-
ment by enforcing rules on stu-
dents Neal would like to hold

(cont’d from pg.1}

a series of forums, university
wide, to discuss what the Chris-
tian mission should be and how
to fufill the newly adopted mis-
sion statement for OU.

Neal, his wife of 21 years,
Gwen, and children, Abby, 18,
Grant, 14, and Caroline, 3, will
be moving closer to campus. He
hopes students will feel com-
fortable speaking with him
about 1ssues and feel he 1s ac-
cessible to them Neal hopes the
move will make him more vis-
ible and accessible to students

Germer 1s pleased with the
Board of Trustees appointment

“I'm delighted to hear they
picked Dr. Neal. I like the
youthful energy he has. Ottawa
will be a better place because
of that,” said Germer “Plus he
knows what he's doing He has
the advantage of knowing Ot-
tawa and what 1t’s about ™
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