
Lettinz THE LORD'S PRAYER look at us  
A thought-&-discussion starter for one session of Christian adult education 
AVAILABLE: The Lord's Prayer Thinksheets (3211, 3215, 3216) distributed, one after each Bible presentation, 

at Craigville TheologicalColloquy XXI (June 12-16, 2004) 

OPENING PRAYER:(conflating Mt.9.6b-13 & L.11.2-4 in paraphrase): 
"Heaven Father, may we sanctify your Name. Your Kingdom come: your 

Will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us each day the food 
we need. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. And do not bring us to the time of trial, but rescue us from the 
evil one. (For the Kingdom and the power and the glory are yours for-
ever.) Amen." + + + 

1 	No question starts from nothing, from zero. When a disciple of Jesus asked him 
how the disciples were to pray (L.11.1, a request for guidance in how to pray: 
"Lord, teach us to pray"), what were they assuming? Write here three assumptions:  

(1)  

(2)  

(3)  

2 	When & where did you learn/mpmnri7e  the Lord's Prayer? 

3 	Last week, hnw often  did you pray the Lord's Prayer? How often should Chris- 
tians pray it? 

4 	As you study the RSV of the Lord's Prayer, what 
on their order. Any essential prayer-themes missing? 

Matthew 

themPs  

Luke 

do you find? Comment 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on 
as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial, 
but rescue us from the evil one. 
(For the kingdom and the power and the glory are 
yours forever. Amen.) 

Write the  themes:  

Father, 
(same) 

earth 	(same) 

Give us each day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
(same, but period) 

Any essential prayer-themes missing?  

5 	Twice daily, design genius Buckminster Fuller put himself to sleep by playing 
successively with the sounds  of the Lord's Prayer. "Lectio divina" (Latin, "divine 
[holy] reading") prayerfully-meditatively plays with the successive senses  in the 
Lord's Prayer. 

ASSIGNMENT (for during the session, or later): Write your lectio divina (first) 
as free prayer using the Lord's Prayer themes, theft (second) using each successive 
phrase in the Lord's Prayer. l it2"114 
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