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Willis Rllfott

NYTS LAY COURSE: "Gift of Attention: The Bibis in Daily Life

In Bible study we are taught to ask not just "What's here [in this passagej?" but
also ''What's not hove: what's omitted, and vhy?" Subsidiary questions are 'What's
here that (1} is, in our present understandinp, unreal, or that, (2) is, fur our pre-
Sent use, irrelevant?' Anrd "What's assumed that is {above] (1) or {2)%' This gon-
eral method I call “Achtanalyse" {artention-analysis raraliel

to "Daseinanalyse]. To take a nonbiblical document, let’s do exrists doesn 't
Nixon's 25 Jan 72 Vietnam speach. exist,
V. THE SPEECH GAVE ATTENTION TO WHAT EXISTS: | gf: #io //, ‘:22“
American participation in military action in Viatnam chm ‘ but asew;
American POWs 3

enteis doesn't
2, THE SPEECH ASSUMED THESE NONEXISTENTS {and to dicn 't =2 é?l—»»
that extent was unreal, whether or not desianedly get ~— extét, I
so): attention azauned

A USA-proffered withdrawa?-date (though advanee -
adninistration-intended leaks tilted toward such, in '

the intorest of wide adudience)
Juslice: explicit averring that Nixon's proposals were "fa*r to everyhodv concorned"--
in spite of their meaning Vietnamese foregsoing of the dream of 2 Vietnam modern nation
Ultimacy: Mixon's having done all he can--"the extra wile''--to Teomove our military from
Vietnam {whereas he's doin? 211 he can, within the limits of political vzability, to
keep us in military action)
That any of the following conditicns of his would appeal to Hanoi and/or the NiLF:
ceaseflire (svirtual cepitulation to a divided Vieinam)

Saigon election (under Thicu's constitution and with his clectoral apparvatus intactl)
release of our PO¥s prior to cur military removel fyom SE Asia

North Vietnam withdrawal into North Vietnam (when Hanoi and the NLF do not recognize

the existence of rolitical "North' and political "Couth')

cne-sided surrendexr of arms (NLF only) as Saigon 2lection-condition--with Salponese

military and policc armed!

llanci surrender of military nositions in Laos and Cambodia as well as in the DMZ and

in "South' Vietnam

concession that amony the ways of settliing the war, 2 Saigon clection is the right

way, or at least the hest way
Military deadlock--whereas the currcnt military flow is to the advant ape of Hanoi and
the NLF

3. THE SPEECK UAS iﬁﬁT?ENTIVE 10O WHAT EXISTS:

Civil war in Vietnam

The other side’s current wmilitary advantage

Our militory encirclement of Vietnam {CIA army in Laos, Air Ferce dominating the skies
from Tailand, Navy controlling the Gulf of Tonkin, zte.]

The extrene prnbabiy that Thieu could secure his reelection ne matter what global
structure werc set up to assure ‘'fairness’--and therefore the extremo improbhability
¥ anyone in suthority in lianoi e» the NLF would be foolish enough to imagine the elec-
tion could he "fair" ,

Thieu's insistence [in his specch simultaneous with Nixon's, the content of which the
US administration says it knew] that the Communlsts could partiecivnate in the elections
only if they lay down their arms and remounce violence {with the assurmiion that this
nonviolence~potewtiax would be onesided)

T"at the Saigon vegime is our pumpet as well as our ereature

4, THE SPEECH WAS INATTENTIVE TO ASSUMPTIONS OF MONEXTISTERTS:

That the USA has, with Nerth Vietnam and the NLF, an equal right to military vrasence
in Vietnam {net to mention Tadochina in gencral]

That N. and S. Vietnam are serarate and equal nations--untrue histericaily, nelitdezlly,
and legally, as well as socially, ethnieally, ceonomically

That the USA has the right to deitmine the war's end-means, viz. Szigon elections
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‘That the war has been wightly waged by us--worthy objectives achieved, and blood and
billtons not wasted f{vs. Tom Wicker NYT 27 Jan 72: “a war that should not htave been
fought, and shouvld be fought not a2 day longerx']

That we can arrive at an honorabls temmination of our dishonorable military nresonce

My commente om the above:
1.

3.

@ - en e o

Nows comment on all of the above, using Einstein's analysis of "thinking”:

{1} experience, {3) connitive patterns

4 — {2} intuition————"

reality e TR I and their connec-
tions {"logic”]
ASSERTIONS: (1) [what exists] must be, in true thinking, the into a system
perpetual referent; no (3) is possible without nonrational [world-picture”]

(23; (3) cannot control (1) [and much of history's apony stems

from afforts at such controll....The two short arrows show the flow in “thinking" (i.e.,
picture-makina, theorizing)....The long arrow indicates reality-testing of theory and
ideolony (e.g., of the official US version of the Vietnan situation): the judgment of
God is feedback from {1} to (3): "thinking' is the feedforwzrd from (1} through (2)--
an indispensablc stepi--to (3).

A final question: What ie the fumciion of Fixetein’s (2) in Bible study?
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