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Prof. Wilson Delves Into Pioneer
Times In Article On

�Early Builders Of O. U,'
The history of an institution of

learning in the west may be writ­
ten from the life stories of a few
men. Money is an important fac­
tor in the growth of colleges and
universities. It is still true that
men count more than means. No
one would deny that in the case of
Mark Hopkins and the say log na­

turally the emphasis would be on

Mark Hopkins, but all the millions
of the University of Chicago were

not sufficient to submerge the per­
sonality of William Rainey Harper
and most of us will place him fn-st
when we think of the early his­
tory of that great school.
Around the lives of a very few

men have revolved the movements

that have made Ottawa-John Te­
cumseh Jones, Robert Atkinson, P
J Williams, M. L. Ward and
Franklin Johnson are some of the
names that will forever stand out

in the headlines of the early an­

nals of O. U.
The material which I shall pre­

sent in this brief sketch has been

gathered from many personal in­
terviews, from the college cata­

logs Minutes of the board of trus­

tees: annuals, certain personal cor­
respondence of early settlers here,
and especially from a sketch pre­

pared by Doctor M. L. Ward
which he addressed to the future
historian of O. U. In rearranging
this material I-have used whatever

ability in the line of historical
criticism I may possess.
Ottawa University is the result

of Christian missionary effort
among the Indian tribe known as

the Ottawas. This work began
while the Indians were living in
Canada and continued during their
migration to Ohio and finally
about 1837 to Kansas where a

great reservation was in waiting
for them. In this migration Rev.
Jotham Meeker and his good wife
came with the Indians and settled
with them on what is now Ottawa
territory. Mr. Meeker became a

veritable prophet to these aborig­
inees. 4He guided and instructed
the youth, nursed the sick, com­

forted the bereaved, and preached
the gospel of purity and rightness
to these simple children of the
prairie. With this migration came

also the young man destined to be
known as the founder of O. tr.­
John Tecumseh Jones (commonly
known as Tauy Jones.)
Tauy Jones was born in Canada.

1809. He was a half breed Pota­
watomie Indian. It seems he had
the advantage of a prrmitive
Christian home and was early con­

verted to' the Christian faith. His

preliminary training was in the

Carey Mission School across the
Canadian line in Michigan. Later
he was graduated from Madison,
now Colgate University, New
York It is said he with some

othe� Indian boys rode ponies all
the way from Carey Mission, Mich­
igan, to Madison, N. Y. Almost
immediately on receiving his dp­
gree he was appointed by the
United States government as a

special agent to help establish
the Ottawa Indians on their Kan­
sas reservation. Accordingly in
1833 he migrated with these In­
dians from Mackinaw Straits to
Ohio and then to the territory of
Kansas. With the Ottawa Indians
he settled this Ottawa territory.
(Of course there was no such town
in existence then, about 1850.) All
this region was only a wild prairie
reservation. Jotham Meeker estab­
lished a mission by the little
stream now known as Tauy creek,
not far from the Woodlief station.
The old Indian burying ground five
miles northeast was the exact site.
Tauy Jones, interpreter at first,
later followed Jotham Meeker as a

sort of spiritual leader among the
Indians and, together with white
miSSionaries, did a noble work in
Christianizing them. Among these
missionaries was Miss Jane Kelly,
a well eda�ated eastern girl who
came west to giv� ht''t" life in the
Uplift of the red men. Tauy Jones
fell in love with her, wooed and
was married to her in 1845. Thb
union seems to have been a happy
one in ev;ery way, and contributed
much to Tauy Jones' success as a
leader in that .early day.
Mr. Jones seems to have been a

�an of keen -vlsion and comprehen­
!llVe plan!!, and with it all he was

JlHosses.s�d .a philanthropic spirit,
e bud�_ �or !tis family a magnifi­cent home <now known as theWoodlief ,.�Jace .on Tauy creek,seven northeast of Ottawa.
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commanding culture and would be
at home 10 the company of educat­
ed leaders of their day. It is re­
corded that Tauy Jones attended
the first Baptist state convention
ever held In Kansas. This meeting
convened With the first church in

Atchison In 1860. Here Baptist
leaders were discussmg the possi­
bility of denornmational college for
Kansas. Th« burning question was
how can such a school be financed.
Mr. Jones gave form and faith
to the project by proposing that
the whites and Indians combine, lo­
cate a school on the Ottawa reser­
vation. In a flash of practical
common sense he declared-the
whites have the educated leaders
and teachers-the Indians have
plenty of land out of whit h to cre­

ate endowment. The proposition
met instant favor and then anti
there was born m the Inmils of
these Christian lende-rs our col­
lege It was to be known as

Rodger Williams Uruvvr-oty, In
1 H62 In a conference of w hites WIth
thl' Indian council f'mu. arrarure­
rnents were made. Thruugh Mr
Jones' influence and the help of

'

whrlte leaders U. S. congress was ,

indued to set aside 20,UUU acres of
land in the Ottawa rosvrv ation to
be used for the establishment of
the college. A charter was secured
10 1865 but the name Ottawa UnI­
versrty was substituted for Rodger
Williams University
The first meeting of the

board of trustees bears the I

date Aug6st 20, 1862. There were

present John T Jones, James
Wmd, Wilham Hurl', Joseph King
(Indians) and John W. Young and
C_ C. Hutchinson, U. S. Indian
agent for the Ottawa, (whites). I
find no further record until 1864
when the trustees met again. This
time r. S. Kalloch (white) was

president of the board and Joseph
King (Indian) secretary. John W.
Young bought at this time 5,000
acres Qf the Indian school land at
$1.25 an acre. Land was a sort of
burden then and the Ottawa Indian
bartered away their holdings In

this community rapidly. Soon they
migrated to their final stamping
grounds in Indian Territory, leav­
ing the new universrty project to
the whites. The affairs of the in­
stitution became badly muddled
partly on account of the Civil war

, and particularly because of the '

crooked dealings of desurntng men

who wanted the Indian lands and
did not hesitate as to methods of I

securing them.
It will interest all, I am sure, to

know that I. S. Kalloch, president
of the board at the second meeting,
was a brilliant eastern preacher,
who came west to escape scandal
in the east. He was not only an

early builder of the college but he
I

helped build the railroad from
Lawrence to Ottawa and was su­

perintendent of the road. Many
Ottawa citizens have related inci­
dents of his eloquent public ad­
dresses. One of the early members
of the First Baprtist church wrote
of him-"Mr. Kalloch was called
the Beecher of the west." Many
deeds to land in Ottawa and vicin­

ity bear the name of I. S. Kalloch.
Leaving Kansas, Mr. Kalloch went
to California where he become
mayor of San Francisco and a

leader in politics. The first class
room work conducted under the
name of Ottawa University was di­
rected by Mr. Kalloch, although he

probably did not give Instruction
himself. The minutes of Septem­
ber 20, 1864, show that a small
building downtown was se­

cured. On May 26, 1865, the board
directed its president Mr. Kalloch
to establish the Academic Depart­
ment of O. U., fix tuition, and em­

ploy teachers.
I am in receipt of a letter from

Miss Lucy Hatch now of Pomona,
California, the first teached in O.
U. Academy. (Miss Hatch is now in
her 91st year.) In her letter she
refers to the fact that she was the
only teacher when she opened
school in a building on Main street
and shortly afterward Mr. Philetus
Fales was employed.
"The attendance was large,

made up of young ladies and young
gentlemen of the town," she says,
"Rev. I. S. Kalloch, C. C. Hutchin­
son and Tauy Jones were the
trustees. The Indian school was

cared for by Mrs. Ruth Mahem
and Miss Fannie Thomas. As soon

as the building on the campus was

completed the school was moved
from town. Mr. M. L. Ward and I,
with Miss Farnum and Miss Top­
ping, made up the faculty and all
except Miss Thomas dwelt in the
building. Rev. Mr. Atkinson was

manager of affairs at that time.
The first year of the school was
very successful. I think it's a mis­
take that- Mr. Ward came in 1809

for we worked together for several
years, and my connection with the
school ended in 1868, if remem­ber rightly. The memory of one 91
years of age and the many thingscrowded into her life since that
may be lacking in full detail, but
they are all pleasant."- Yours verytruly, Lucy H. Hatch.
We see from this letter Miss

Hatch taught the white children
and Misses Hayhew and Thomas
taught the Indians at first (1864).
The Indrans received some sort of
instruction before this but not un­
der the name of Ottawa University,
or the Academy. Prof. P. Fales
came in later.
Herewith is a clipping from the

Ottawa Republican. April 18, 1890,
In which Mayor J. P. Harris is re­
ferred to as having given the pa­
per a program of the first school
entertainment held in Ottawa, 23
years prior to April 18, 1890. The ,

program IS pubhshed as the first
exhibition of the Academical De­
partment of Ottawa University un­
der the drrection of Prof. P. Fales,
A. M , for the benefit of the poor,
at Pickrell Hall, Ottawa, Saturday
evening, Marth 30, 1867. Among
those who appear on the program
are G. B Jvnnesa, E. H. Paramore,
I. M. Kalloch, MISS Carrie Lothrop.
Cash Paramore, L. H. Holt, A ('

, Dow, Hugh Johnson, Miss Mattlt'
Emerson, H Dimick, S. Parks, R
S. Hawkms, D Grimes, Jennie
Whetstone, J B. Johnson, Belle
Paramore, LIZZlt' Ward, Dave Mill­
er, Curtis Rickseckar, eorge Cobb,
Jennie Alexander.
When the charter was granted

the college in 1865, 640 acres of
land (the section joinine Ottawa
on the south) was set aside for a

campus. By this we see large
plans were in the minds of the
early builders. Ottawa Univer-
.:lity was to be an agricultural ..md
industr-ial school as well as a clas­
sical college. About this time
there appeared in Ottawa a prac­
tical nurseryman by the n arue of
S T Kelsey. This man was em­

ployed in the big Bloomington,
111., nurseries. His name appears '

in the U. S. Agricultural Report
in 1865-66. HIS health having
failed him, Mr. Kelsey carne fur­
ther west and on invitation of the

I board established a nursery on the
campus here. The records show
he was to receive a salary of '

$1,200 to be paid out of receipts
i: UNIQUE BEAUTY SHOPof the O. U. nursery. He SOOI1

found the school had no money but
he showed his faith in the cause

I

by going to the bank and borrow­
ing enough to live on and start �he

nursery. He planted hedges and
extensive plots of trees. The wal­
nut grove on 13th and Cedar was
his planting, also that near the
gas stations south of town on the
Princeton road. During the year
1867-8 he sold $6,000 worth of
nursery stock including fruit and
shade trees. The ground where
the President's home now stands
was in the heart of this nursery.
The minutes of the board under
date of July 6, 1869, state that Mr.
Kelsey was aismissed as the in­
stitution could employ him no fur­
ther- Doctor Ward in his memoirs
says he had an interview with Mr.
Kelsey in 1907 at which time he
learned many things about Mr.
Kelsey's work in Ottawa and Kan­
sas. It seems in company with
John H. Whetstone he, Mr. Kelsey,laid out the town of Pomona, en­
couraged citizens to plant orchards
and timber areas. Then he be­
came forester for the Santa Fe
Railway company and settled in
Hutchinson, Kan., which was es­
tablished by an O. U. trustee, C. C.
Hutchinson, by name. Mr. Hutch­
inson was U. S. Indian agent for
the Chippewas and Ottawas, Mr.
Kelsey claimed to have introduced
alfalfa into Kansas and discovered
and introduced to the Kansas pub­
lic F. D. Coburn, who for many
years was our honored State Sec­
retary of Agriculture. Time will
not permit me to relate the many
more interesting details about
S. T. Kelsey and C. C. Hutchinson
and their relation to O. U. Some
of these details do not appear to
reflect credit upon the actors.

In May, 1869 the building on the
campus now known as Tauy Jones
Hall was finished and school was
opened with four teachers, M. L.
Ward, Lucy Hatch, and Misses
Topping and Farner. Dr. Ward
served as head of the faculty 1869-
1873, when he accepted a call to
the agricultural college at Man­
hattan where he remained 10
years, then returning to Ottawa
University. Rev. Robt. Atkinson
was sent out that year by the
Home Mission society to become
financial agent of the school, to
straighten out its tangled affairs
and put it on a business basis.
According to accounts he was a
man of sterling business ability,
inflexible will, and one who could
command attention wherever he
went. As long as he lived he was

probably the most influential man
in Kansas Baptist affairs. When
he stood to speak on the conven­
tion floor all conceded his leader­
ship. Mr. Atkinson at least did
two bits of real service for Ottawa

(Continued on Page i'our.)
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Get Your
Mother's Day Cards

at
BURK'S

Marcelling and
Shampooing

$1.25
at the

Mrs. E. C. Cummings

J
Phone 407 215� Main

Over Burk's

It's time to start thinking about your

Graduation Presents
School Day Diaries, Stunt Books, Memory

Books, Loose Leaf Kodak Books,
Gift Books of all kinds

KLINKENBERG DRUG CO.
304 So. Main. Phone 166

FUN FUN

The Pirates of Penzanee
- Presented by-

The O. U. Glee Club

FRIDAY, APRIL 24th
AUDITORIUM

Admission 7Sc-$1.OO-Studen ts SOc-7Sc
FUN Reserved seats at Kaiser'S FUN

Rochester Theological Seminary
Rochester, New York

Olarence A. Barbour, D. D., LL. D., President

A graduate school of Theology, with a Faculty
having specialized, graduate training who also
have had much experience in actual pastorates.
The aim of this Seminary is to train men who

shall later become leaders in Baptist world en­

terprises.
Correspondence invited.

G. B. Ewell, Registrar,

1Ib.6J-{()�---

LEGION
Here it is, young fellow-the wide shoul­
dered, short vamp shoe to wear with your wide
trousers of tweed or home-spun.

Tan or Black CaH Walk-Overs

$8.00 and $8.50

1)at1enport's
Quality and R eliabilily

Summer Millinery
$7.95

.

,

Fresh new creations in fac­

inating bright shades to

match the gay new summer

frocks. All different - all

lovely. There's a hat for

every costume.

You Guys Are
Always Welcome

Here's a pretty good place to get your

Eats and Drinks'

THE ELLEDGE CONFECTIONARY
Phone 959 205 S. Main

Hurry Back

GASOLINE
More Miles-More Power-More Pep

Easier Starting
CARPENTER SERVICE STATION

419 South Main
JOHNSTON SERVICE STATION, 18th and Main

Buy Delicate Food Products By Name

"BENNETT'S ICE CREAM"

Is made for you with your
health in view, always.

We especially solicit the patronage of the
students of Ottawa University. Our
Ice Cream is for sale at all dealer••

Bennett Creamery

Campus Advertisers Ask
..






