
 

 
 

Ottawa University 

Continuing Education 
Course: EDU 61301 KA Reading, Writing and Picture Books 

Instructor: Tamara Sinkler 

Location: On-line 

DATES: Summer Term 

Ending Date: 

Credit hours: 3 

 

 

Course Description: Children’s Literature has evolved into a new genre involving poetry, multi-cultural 

themes and biographies. This class will introduce dynamic picture books for elementary through high 

school teachers wanting new innovative ideas to grab their students’ attention. These recently published 

books will inspire classrooms ideas for all grade levels in many content areas. 

 

Course Objectives: 
 

1) Participants will have a new knowledge of the huge array of children’s literature. They will learn how 

it can benefit their students with learning and setting new challenges. 

2) Participants will have a realistic plan as to how to use children’s literature (picture books) across the 

curriculum in several content areas. 

3) Participants will have an understanding of many new and creative ideas using children’s literature. 

4) Participants will develop ways to incorporate these books to develop alternative projects for students 

with Individual Education Plans. 

5) Participants will have a new understanding of portfolio projects and how they can reach students of all 

levels. 

6) Participants will have a better understanding of how to meet curriculum guidelines and set clear 

objectives in order to accomplish success for a variety of students. 

 

Methods of Instruction: 

 

This course will be conducted on-line and will utilize discussion boards, student postings, reflection papers, 

reading assignments and portfolio projects. The class will be looking at some of the new, inventive 

children’s literature and discussing it on-line. Students will be expected to engage in all discussions and 

group activities, and complete and post all assignments by the due dates. 

 

Textbooks: (You will be provided with a link to find all books in this course online.) 

 

Looking at Lincoln by Maira Kalman 

The Chronicles of Harris Burdick by Chris Van Allsburg 

All in Just One Cookie by Susan Goodman 

Flora and Ulysses, The Illuminated Adventure by Kate DiCamillo 

Fortunately, The Milk by Neil Gaiman 

Journey by Aaron Becker 

Some Dog by Mary Casanova 

Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown 
 

Course Outline: 

 

- Reactions papers for two books 



- Research project of useful children’s books 

- Discussion of many children’s books and activities 
- Portfolio project involving one of the books and several content areas 

- Thematic project involving several books for one objective 

- Discussion of required books 

- Brainstorm activities for the alternative student 

- Technology project 

- Journal writing 
- Final project and presentation 

- Discussion of objectives and how they benefit the student 

- Brainstorm activities for genres: multi-cultural, biographical, poetry, nonfiction 

 
Instructor Contact Information: 

 

Instructor: Tamara Sinkler 

Telephone: 913-226-0244 

E-mail: Tsinkler913@gmail.com 

Availability: Please feel free to contact me by phone or email. We can arrange for an extended phone 

conversation at a mutually convenient time if needed. 
 

Instructor Bio: 

Tamara Sinkler has a Master’s of Science in Education from The University of Kansas and a Master’s of 

Science in Library Media from Pittsburgh University. Her background is teaching high school English and 

English and writing at a junior college. She has designed and developed continuing education courses for 

several universities involving special education, reading in the content area, young adult and children’s 

literature, measuring outcomes and STEM Literacy. She is an instructor online for Ottawa University.  She 

also currently runs the Teacher Education Program at a high school in Shawnee Mission School District. 

 
Competency Assessment: 

You will have several opportunities to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the principles taught 

in this course. The primary means of evaluating your work will be through practical application of the 

material. In the event that you have difficulty completing any of the assignments for this course, please  

contact me immediately. My email address and telephone number are listed on this syllabus. Please   

remember that instructors do not randomly assign grades. Students earn their grades and everyone has the 

same opportunity to earn a good grade. 

 
Methods of Instruction: 

This course will be conducted on-line and will utilize discussion boards, student postings, reading 

assignments and many research materials. Students will be expected to participate in all discussions, 

contribute to group activities and complete all assignments by the due date. Each week you must submit 

(post) a response to the weekly discussion topic(s). Then, after reading the postings made by other 

students, you must reply to a minimum of two of your coursemates.  Your responses must be 

substantive. Simply stating that you “agree or disagree” is not substantive. You need to add your 

explanation as to “why” you feel as you do. 

 

Important Policies: 

All course-specific policies for this course are spelled out here in this syllabus. However, additional 

university policies are located in the Policies folder in the Info & Policies section of Blackboard. You are 

responsible for reading and understanding all of these policies. All of them are important. Failure to 

understand or abide by them could have negative consequences for your experience in this course. 
 

Late Assignments: 

I accept late assignments for up to one week after the due date. You will lose 20% of the total value of the 

assignment for any assignment turned in after the due date, unless we have communicated other 

arrangements. 

mailto:Tsinkler913@gmail.com


Editorial Format for Written Papers: 

All written assignments are to follow the APA writing style guidelines for grammar, spelling, and 

punctuation. This online course includes information regarding the APA style under “Writing and 

Research Resources” in the Resource Room on the course menu in Blackboard. 

 
Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated at any level on any assignment. The reality of cyberspace has 

made academic dishonesty even more tempting for some, but be advised that technology can and will be 

used to help uncover those engaging in deception. If you ever have a question about the legitimacy of a 

source or a procedure you are considering using, ask your instructor. As the University Academic Council 

approved on May 29, 2003, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic dishonesty will be 

failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred. Students who commit academic 

dishonesty can be dismissed from the university by the provost/director.” 

Please refer to Academic Honesty in the Info & Policies section of the online course menu for important 

information about Ottawa University’s policies regarding plagiarism and cheating, including examples and 

explanations of these issues. 

 

Academic dishonesty also includes turning in work submitted for a grade in another course. For example, it 

would be considered academic dishonesty to turn in a paper that you wrote for English 101 as if you had 

written it for Philosophy 202. In addition, turning in a paper that you constructed by simply cutting and 

pasting sections from a paper you wrote previously, is also considered academic dishonesty. Although the 

consequences of plagiarism and/or academic dishonesty may vary, depending on the nature of the violation, 

the Ottawa University Student Handbook states, “The penalty for plagiarism or any other form of academic 

dishonesty will be failure in the course in which the academic dishonesty occurred” (p. 35). 

 

 

Student Handbook 

Please refer to your student handbook for all university regulations. The Resource Room on the course 

menu in Blackboard contains information about where to find the student handbook online for your 

campus. 

 

Please see Info & Policies in Blackboard for additional university policies 

 

 

 

Reading, Writing and Picture Books 

Weekly Plan 

 

 

Week one 

Introduction/ share favorite books 

What makes a great picture book? 

Discuss award winners and activities 
 

Week two 

Discuss The Chronicles of Harris Burdick 

Discuss and develop activities for book 

Problem-solving in the classroom 

Historical picture books and current events 

Culturally sensitive picture books 
Looking at Lincoln 

Reaction paper and activities 

Brainstorm with social studies 



Week three 

All in Just one Cookie 

Thematic ideas with science and 

math 

Objectives 

Flora and Ulysses 

Discuss genre ideas 

 The alternative student 

 

Week four  
Fortunately, The Milk 

Some Dog 

Journal writing, creative writing, 

poetry and  ELA 

Create journal prompts 

 

Week Five 
Journey 

Technology, picture books and today’s child 

Technology project with picture books 

Gender sensitive picture books 
 

Week Six 

Portfolio project 

 
Method of Evaluation: 

 

Two reaction papers – 20% 

Participants will choose two  books to write reaction papers.  These will involve 

discussing the validity of the books and thematic units involving ideas across the 

curriculum. 

Participation and discussion – 20% 

Research and Writing Projects – 40% 

Participants will work as a group on-line to create a list of useful picture books for the 

classroom. They will research as individuals and then form a list to share.  They will 

also create projects with journal writing, and a technology project. 

 

Portfolio Project and final presentation – 20% 

Participants will choose one of the books from the class or one found in their research 

and create a portfolio project involving the book.  The portfolio and book choice should 

be useful and designed for the participant’s content area and level.  



 

 Final Project 
 

Directions:  Choose one of these books to develop a portfolio unit for your class. 

This unit can be over any topic, grade level, or content area. You must use one of 

the books we used in class and one other picture book of your choice.  This should 

be a unit that takes place over approximately one month. At the end the student 

should have a portfolio of activities they have created throughout the unit. 

 

Requirements: 

 

- Create this document, so that it is ready to use in the classroom. Make sure it has all 

the directions and necessary requirements. 

 

- Your topic or unit should be clearly stated with the grade level and content area. 

 

- You should have at least two objectives for the whole unit clearly written. 

 

 

- List what picture books you are using and their authors. You should share the one 

required from the class and any other picture books you are using. If you have any 

other related readings in your unit, you should share those too. 

 

- You must clearly explain what will be in their portfolio at the end of the unit. You do 

not have to make lesson plans for the whole unit or share the activities that will 

happen throughout the unit.  I just want the items in the portfolio clearly explained. 

They should have at least four items in their portfolio at the end of this unit. These 

can be writing pieces, pictures, projects, etc.  You should explain the four things that 

they will complete for the portfolio and how they fit into the unit.  You should write 

the instructions like you would write them for the student along with the 

requirements.  Basically you are creating a culminating portfolio for a unit. 

 

If my directions are confusing, please ask questions.  I want this to be something you can 

use in the classroom. 

 

 

Rubric for Final Project 

1 point 3 points 5 points 

 

Accuracy of 
Content 
The instructor is 
able to 
demonstrate 

Minimal 
The instructor 

barely touches 
on the 
appropriate 

Proficient 
The instructor 

addresses some 
of the appropriate 
content with the 

Exemplary 
The instructor 

addresses the 
appropriate content 
with the books. The 



 

content (factual) 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
material and 
activities for the 
proper book 
choices. 

content with 
the books. 

books. The 
instructor shows 
understanding of 
the presented 
ideas. Several 
key concepts or 
main ideas are 
identified and 
addressed. 

instructor shows 
exemplary 
understanding of 
the presented 
ideas. All key 
concepts or main 
ideas are identified 
and addressed. 

Knowledge of 
content 
The instructor is 
able to integrate 
specific knowledge 
in the activities and 
final project 
created. 

Minimal 
Although 
making an 
attempt, the 
instructor: 
(1) poorly 
synthesizes 
material, (2) 
makes 
inappropriate 
connections to 
other topics, 
(3) does not 
correctly apply 

knowledge. 

Proficient 
When 
appropriate, the 
instructor can: 
(1) synthesize 
material, (2) 
make appropriate 
connections to 
other topics, (3) 
correctly apply 
knowledge 

Exemplary 
When appropriate, 
the instructor can 
easily and 
concisely: 
(1) synthesize 
material, (2) make 
brilliant/unusual 
connections to 
other topics, (3) 
correctly apply 
knowledge. 

Communication 
The instructor 
communicates 
objectives and 
requirements. 

Minimal 
Ideas 
wondering and 
repetitive. Poor 
or weak ability 
to express 
thoughts. 
Objectives and 
requirements 
unclear. 

Proficient 
Instructor is 
mostly concise 
and focused. 
Examples provide 
some detail. 
Material is fairly 
well organized. 
Objectives and 
requirements 
fairly easy to 
understand. 

Exemplary 
Instructor is 
concise and 
focused. Examples 
are detailed. 
Material is well 
organized. 
Objectives and 
requirements very 
clear. 

 

Some great reads in Picture Books! 
Here are some newer picture books ideas and some favorites. Hopefully by the time you 

are finished with this class you will have many new ideas of books and classroom 

activities. 

 

Carmine: A Little More Red by Melissa Sweet – a great book for working on the 

alphabet 

 

Diary of a Spider by Doreen Cronin – a very straight forward way of sharing details of a 

spider’s life.   A good book for modeling elementary and even middle school journaling. 

 

My Senator and Me by Edward Kennedy – A great book for introducing politics to 

elementary and middle school students.  It would also be a great book to inspire a project 

for high school students. 



Sky Dancers by Connie Ann Kirk – An amazing book of men who clean windows in 

New York.  Many possibilities for all levels. 

 

Super Hero ABC by Bob Mcleod – Incredible pictures with wonderful alliterations. 

One of my favorite ABC books! 

 

 Tadpole’s Pro mise by Jeanne Willis – A great story of betrayal.  It is sad but could work 

great at the higher level of characterization and tales of betrayal. 

 

Children of the Great Depression by Russell Freedman - a nonfiction book with 

incredible pictures focusing on the Great Depression. 

 

Olivia Forms a Band by Ian Falconer – Any of the Olivia books are great but this one 

has great pictures and tradition of summer and fireworks. A good book to journal family 

traditions. 

 

Under the Bed by Paul Bright – Great pictures many different monsters that a boy thinks 

are under his bed.  Good for creative writing purposes. 

 

Hedgie Blasts Off by Jan Brett – Her pictures are always the best and this is a cute story 

of a hedgehog going into space.  Creative writing opportunities or an introduction on 

space. 

 

 

 

Blackboard Technical Support 
The Resource Room in Blackboard contains links to student tutorials for learning to use Blackboard as well 

as information about whom to contact for technical support. Ottawa University offers technical support 24 

hours/day for all students, staff, and faculty at no cost. See www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp for contact 

information. 

 

 
 

Best wishes for successful completion of your online course with Ottawa University! 

The mission of Ottawa University is to provide the highest quality liberal arts 

and professional education in a caring, Christ-centered community of grace 

which integrates faith, learning and life. The University serves students of 

traditional age, adult learners and organizations through undergraduate and 

graduate programs. 

http://www.ottawa.edu/ouhelp

