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A CHRISTMAS STORY 
To my audience this afternoon: Repentance! I'd promised to 
close with a favorite Christmas story, then failed to finish 
reaidng it to you! So here it is, complete --for you, & (while 
I'm at it) for my Thinksheet readers. Merry Christmas! 
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we reach for the light as we read. Yes, the light! You think it was 
not a good idea of God to make darkness?" 

"Well, sometimes it seems that way" 
"Yes, it does. In my pocket I have a 480-year-old Christmas 

card that may help. It was given to me as a greeting this afternoon 
by the librarian of New York Theological Seminary The paper 
isn't that old, but the greeting is. It's by Fra (Brother) Giovanni, 
who lived joyfully for Jesus in humility and poverty." I then read 
it to her, pausing to look at her after each section, her smile 
broadening throughout. 

"I think I'm ready to go on reading." 
As we stood up to leave after the concert, which included Kurt 

Weill's "The Seven Deadly Sins," she smiled, squeezed my arm, 
and said, "Thank you for the Christmas card." 

A few comments on this do-it-yourself, pre-commercial 
Christmas card: 

1. Brother Giovanni gave, as a Christmas present, all that he had, 
the gift of challenging words closing with the gift of prayer. 

2. Rest, "in this dark world of sin," is heaven: heavenly rest! 
And, like "eternal life" in the Gospel of John, it's available 
now, for the taking, with open heart and hands. So not having 
it is something one has deprived oneself of 

3. A hunt for mind and heart, to find the "hidden" peace here 
and now! 

4. So much is beyond our reach, but joy is not among that much. 
5. Today is epiphany, day-break! 	(6 January 1993) 

+++ 

This story is "God created darkness.' Why?" 
It's in my Eerdmans/95 book, 
FLOW OF FLESH, REACH OF SPIRIT, pp.12-14. 

Christmas tr;umphs over the worrisome illusions that things are out of control 
or in the wrong hands. Its two story-sets (in Matthew & Luke) rejoice that God is 
the Lord of nature (e.g., overriding natural birth) & history (e.g., overriding King 
Herod's murderous intent against any possible messianic pretender). 	Suspend 
disbelief, enter into the stories as the gospel in narrative form: God, 	the Lord of 
nature & history, has himself come as a human infant named "Jesus," the Savior of 
a world otherwise doomed to continue to "sit in darkness and the shadow of death. " 

The same month as "Pearl Harbor," 63 Christmases ago, we (my parents & we 
siblings) were sitting around Christmas dinner & listening to what in those days was 
America's most intellectual weekly radio program, the University of Chicago Round 
Table. Leading was Ernest Cadman Colwell, the Divinity School dean, under whom 
I was writing a doctoral dissertation. Chicago was America's most liberal university, 
& on that progam (on the Christmas carols) we heard the whole range of belief and 
unbelief. And here are the heart-warming words with which Colwell closed the pro-
gram: "...and best of all, the Christmas Carols are TRUE." True to God. True 
to the human heart. True to human life & hope. As the hymn says, "We've a story 
to tell to the nations." It's the Christmas Story that God's power-&-love transcends 
nature & history; & the same message appears in complementary narrative form as 
the Easter Story of the One whom human power could kill but not keep dead. 
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