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The Apr75 A.D. UCC edition has this letter of Bill Webber but-- 
though I too am UCC-not this letter of Willis, which was in the 
UP edition....oh, well.... 

f raoUly Sbocked Iwo yeats ago the United States finally 
signed an agreement designed to bring, 

	

peace to Southeast /* 
	 not 

la. Our prisoners 

of war came 'nooe, our fighting troops 

were \NJ 

itlic‘rawn. 'But peace 

ao 

come in South Niietnarn. lo our nation's 

contir,uing dishonor, we have fueled te 

h 

ihieu cnilitary forces 

arta 
sustained his 

d repressive 

corrupt an 
	

government. 

On the occasion of 

accothe first anniver- 

	

sary of the Paris 
	

rds I spent 
nNo 

weeks in Saigon.... in long conversa- 

tions with the Nmerican press ... I 

was 

franIdNi shocked to discover that they 
t 

were ol one mind in affirming tha 
nearly all the cease-fire violations they 
had been able to assess were initiated by 

the lhieu forces. "Thus the current attack by the United 

	

• 	e 
States Governyent on the supposed 
lations of the cease-fir by the North e an 

e 

	

\I;etnarnese 
sounds lik 	

obvious 

our 	

and 

tragIc effort 

to reVers 

the downward 

trend of our arms and suPplies to 10eu 

	

and once again escalate 
	

participa- 

tion in the destruction. • . • can onl 

lhose who seek peace 
	

lon 

l py hope 

that our new Congress wik ay no 'need 

to the toolish dernand that 
at last C 

we increase 

aid 
to Inieo.cannot We 

	
on- 

iess the tragedy ot our 

	
g, terrible 

years in Nlietnarn and begIn onl 

a pat‘l to 

genuine peace and reconstructlon 

	

Gorge 
W. Web 	rned 

k 

ber 

Clergy and 
Laity 

Conce 

York, 
New 

	

New 	

Yor  

No 
Laissez Faire Bible 

Martin Marty, a highly gifted theologian, 
is irresponsible in using as his only sanc- 
tion against "forcing your kids to go to 

church" j"Don't Force Your Kids to 

Go to Church,Thnuary A.D.] the projection 
that if 

you 

force them now they won't go 
later, and anyway Cod is laissez faire 
with us. 

What an odd book to pick to support 
/aissez 

faire 

treatment of children--the Bible, with its ethk of obedience to a 
revelation of a will imposed 

and to be imposed 
on child! 

on parent The issue is not force, but 

p/ 	
Cod 

ace. places us in Eden but does not force us 
to 

accept 

his will; rather the opposite: 
He 

puts the ap within our reach. Par- 
ents 

p/ace childple 
in crib, in bed, 
	

, 
in church, in school—with onl at table 

y second- 
ary consideration for the child's 

tvanna." The alternative is parents out-
worrying Cod about children's future. 

Furtl7ermore, as to manipulating the 
child-become-adult into church ance 

by being /aissez iaire 
about  attend, 

her/his  
whereabouts when parents efend 

of out- 

are in 
church, can such behavior be ded as even 

honest? This game guessing the child is 

more 
seriously a game of outguessing Codo are the 

parents to know (a) what the ch 
: Wh aracter  of 

the future will be vis-a-vis church attend-
ance and (b) whether the child-- 
adult shou/d "attend churcbecome 

h"? 
Willis E. Eftiott 

New York, 
New York 
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