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Willis Elliott #2134 
THE DELIVERED: A NOTE ON THE 2 KINDS OF PEOPLE IN THE WORLD 
I've observed a sometimes not so subtle difference between those who've had 
at least one sharp experience of deliverance and those who haven't. Those who 
haven't, while they may be courteous, cannot be gracious, grace-ful: they can't 
be what they haven't become, nor give what they haven't got, and they've not got 
an experience of "grace," an experience of (1) experiencing something beyond 
what they think they'd a right to, (2) getting out of something bad, destructive, 
painful--whether or not they think they deserved deliverance from it, (3) getting 
something good they're convinced they didn't deserve. This Thinksheet is about 
(2), with special ref. to what Jesus promised &, within the limits of his histori-
cal context, delivered, but also continues to prondse. 

1. The feeling quality I'm flagging here, on King Day '87, is gender-
free, culture-free, religion-free, ethnicity-free, race-free, time-
free--always & everywhere the same for everyone of The Delivered. 
It is also mode-free: it's independent of whether the deliverance 
was physical (eg, the only survivor of a shipwreck or planewreck) 
or moral or ethical or mental or spiritual or individual or person-
in-group. All of The Delivered can characterize the feeling. Some 
indicator words are joy, surprise, gratitude, peace, life-eagerness. 

2. My evangelical Christian faith cannot identify "The Delivered" 
with "The Saved." Not that I dogmatically deny that none of the 
former who disagree with my definition of the latter will (to use 
a Christian expression) "enter the Kingdom-Realm of God"! The one 
good thing about the old rigid Calvinist-scholastic doctrine of 
double predestination is that it properly assigned such a question 
to the Mystery of Grace-Providence. My task, and therefore my con-
cern, as a Christian witness is (1) to help The Delivered see their 
good "fortune" in the light of God's action in Jesus, who for us 
Christians is God's final deliverer from sin & death, and (2) to 
help the undelivered experience "grace" in "the Christ Event" (ie, 
the person & historical impact of Jesus, including participation in 
the church, the human society that came into existence as the soc-
ial continuation of the Incarnation). 

3. A subcategory I must add here is The Being-Delivered. Some some-
times sense that they are about to be, or already in the process of 
becoming, delivered. The base communities of Latin America ("lib-
eration theology") are an instance; so also is the person who in 
the counseling process "is beginning to see the light and feel the 
warmth."....One further distinction: The oncoming deliverance may 
be (1) realistic, as in the case of the Aquino government, or (2) 
illusory, as--I think--in the cases of the PLO & ANC. 

4. WARNING: The Delivered are in danger of self-seduction into con-
tentment with less deliverance than God intends for humanity, as 
are The Being-Delivered. Here the Christian baptismal formula 
serves well as a prescription for adequacy: God intends human de-
liverance from "the world, the flesh, & the devil." Beware also 
the deliverance mirage King expressed when he said the movement is 
"not to sell refrigerators to the Eskimos." 

5. My 1939 diary today (King Day '87) mentions my working on a sem. 
paper "on a comparison ofenTDX67rwerip amlwrciileLy9," deliverance 
(literally, redemption) & reconciliation (literally, exchange). 
(OOPS! I forgot to transliterate: apolutrosis & katallagé.) All 
these years I've been distressed when folks have cheapened grace 
by collapsing the former into the latter & then reducing the lat-
ter to the horizontal (ie, shalom is reconciliation among humans). 
The collapsing eliminates the cost to God, and the reducing elim-
inates--God! Double blasphemy, double heresy, double impoverishment. 
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Christ the savior without the cross and Christ the humanist without 
God. IRONY: If only human-to-human reconcilation is your stich, 
your religion, you'd do better not to mention Jesus or Moses or 
Buddha or Siva or.... 

6. Deep in biblical "deliverance" is the note of RETURN: Exodus is 
return from Egypt (the delivering of Israel), Rebuilt Jerusalem is 
return from Babylon (the delivering of the Jews), Jesus' Resurrection 
is return from death (the delivering of humanity from sin & death). 
All-ai-S-relates to the biblical doctrine of repentance, the Hebrew 
word for which means "return" or turning around. Psychospiritually, 
deliverance is impossible without repentance, which is the suicide 
of the imperial ego, self-inflicted hell for false pride (so the 
Watergate & Contragate Presidents couldn't say "I was wrong," and 
all of us have trouble saying "I'm sorry"). "Forgiveness" is the 
deliverance-word that correlates with "repentance"--as in the great 
quote from Reinhold Niebuhr: "Nothing worth doing can be achieved 
in our lifetime; therefore we must be saved by hope. Nothing true 
or beautiful or good makes complete sense in any immediate context 
of history; therefore we must be saved by faith. Nothing we do, how-
ever virtuous, can be accomplished alone; therefore we must be saved 
by love. No virtuous act is quite as virtuous in others' eyesas 
it is in one's own; therefore we must be saved by the final form 
of love, which is forgiveness." 

7. Craigville Theological Colloquy IV's theme, Oct.5-8, will be 
"THE EUCHARIST /COMMUNION IN THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST." All 
the primary passages on the Lord's Supper: 1Cor.11.17-34a (earliest 
of our written accounts), Mt.26.17-29; M.14.12-25; L.22.7-23; Jn. 
6.25-59. Common to these 5 passages, and the 6 following, is the 
theme of deliverance--richly conceived through a variety of images 
that, in early Christian intellectual history, started thought-trails 
leading to various "theories of the atonement." In many ways the 
passages say that the Lord's Supper or (1Cor.10.21) the Lord's 
Table, Holy Communion, the Eucharist, the Mass, the Divine Mystery 
is for The Delivered; it's atmosphere is that of the feelings of 
The Delivered (as listed in section 1, above; eg, "eucharist" means 
gratitude, thanksgiving). This is in direct line with the feelings 
of Jews 	at Pesach (Heb. for "Passover"), celebrating the Exodus, 
which is thus present in the Gospels' accounts of the Lord's Sup-
per (which in the first three Gospels is a Passover Meal, and which 
in Jn. is "nearing"). Important for Christian thinking on salva-
tion are two Exodus themes in addition to political deliverance  
(from Pharaoh-Egypt): sacrifice (the Passover Lamb) & sustenance  
(supernaturally supplied manna-bread, fowl, & water). As to 
sacrifice, note 1Cor.5.6-8: "Christ, our Passover lamb, has been 
sacrificed. Let us celebrate our Passover." As to sustenance, 
note the use of the Exodus experience of receiving, directly from 
God, "spiritual" food & drink (1Cor.10.1-11.1--10.13 using Gk. 
"ekbasis," a synonym of "exodus"--a way, or road, out), "eternal" 
food (J11.6.31-32,49,58) & drink (Jn.4.7-15). (And see also Jn.13, 
the last supper "the day before the Passover"; and Jn.6.1-24 and 
parallels, the supernatural supply of food for a multitude.)....The 
NT uses 4 Gk. roots-+-stems for "deliver, rescue, liberate, save, 
take out of the power of, preserve from, set free from"; Eng. "de-
liver" is a transliteration of Lat. for "liberate," as Eng. "loos-
en" is of Gk. "lu-," the most important of our 4 Gk. roots-+-stems, 
as in section 5, above....No, deliverance is not the only theme in 
the Supper of the Lord; but it's the only theme common to all scrip-
tures on the Supper. And it closes the Lord's Prayer: "Deliver us 
from (the) evil (one)." 
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