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| “sensational discovery” of an ancient
. | kingdom that flourished ss an important
- { culture] and commercialicenter more than

{kingdom and the

| East Archeology of the University of
Rome, “Now I thinlthe discoveries are

- |kins, and the ,Universities of Michigan ' language, which we are calling Eblaite,”

Discovery of an Ancient City |
In Syria Called ‘Sensational’
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By ALVINSHUSTER
Spectg! to Thu}zw Tork Times
" ROME, Oct, ftalian archeologists,
who have been working at a site in north-
etn Syria for more than ten years, are
‘Inow convinced that they have made a

4,300 yeass ago.
Their work was carrled out at Ebla,
just south of the moderm city of Alcppo.
Their breakthrough came last fall when
they found 15,000 tablets,in the archives -
chamber of Wal palace of the old
yagan to decipher the
pouneiform script that they, said had not
previously been seen.
- t"There were many skeptics at first”
{ said Paol3 Matthiae, the 36-year-old lead.
er of the team and Professor of Near

‘being geKerally accepted for what thev
are—evidence of the existence of a new
world, one that rivaled the ancient king-
doms of Egypt and Mesopotamia.”
Mr, Matthiae and a colleague, Giovanni}
Pettinato, a 42-year-old Professor of As-
syriology and a language expest, are now
preparing documents and pecking pic-
tures for’a trip to the United States this
week to lecture on their discoveries. They
will be addressing archeologists and his-.
torians at meetings in St. Louls and later
at Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Johns Hop- ' 8t
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Section of a tablet sald to contain
the most ancient Semitic language.

1ages at school, Sumerian and the new

;;I‘VLr. Pettinato srglidi "mi‘ound vocn%!lx-
aries, one wo n n end the
: Most Anclent Sen')ltic Language equivalent in Eblaite. For example, the
Interviewed In their office in Rome.|Sumerian word for king, nam-en, had
the professors said that the tablets re-: peside it the word, na malik.”
vealed the most ancient Semitic language! The Sumerians lived in southern Meso-;
yet found and added a.wealth of knowl-| potamia about 3,000 B.C. and were credit-
edge about the third millenlum, The tab- i ad with developipg the cunieform style
lets, which showed that the city of Ebla! of script, The “new” language of Ebleite!
wions had a ponelation <f 260000 cav-lu.. heliowad hy the jtalian tancrvrs!
ersd the 150 years from 2400 to 2500 1o pe similar to the bi Hebrew
B.C. ) spoken hundreds of years later.
~They said the findings were also of| Because of the work already completed
biblical significance. For example, the! by scholars on Sumerian, some of Mr,
tablets contain accounts of the creation|Peftinato’s transiations came relativel
and the flood, which the Italian expertsiquickly. “Many of the tabiets are still
said were simllar to thoss found in the!essier to read than to understand,” he
Old Testament snd Rabylonian Jiterature. | added.
“The tablets bring to light a civilization| The Ialians have read details of busi-|

and Chicago.

that preceded the arrival of the Hebrews
in Palestine,” said Mr. Matthiae, "We

ness transactions in bread, wine, gold,
sitver, bronze and copper. The professors

have found the civilization that

s the

said that it appeared that Ebla imported

| motals, processed them and then exported
Pthem to other parts of the Middle East.

Wedding Gift of Cities

-ibacigground of the people of the Old Tes-
tament, to verify what is written in the
Bible. But the tablets ioflect the kind of

::{fe:}!‘: ;{‘ell:‘:fx:found whien they aamved One tablet carried the details of a treaty,

. “ln the Bible, for exampls, we havr' exWeen the King of Ebla and the King|
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\ 'The reference to “David” was described | No'v we know differently. 1t was a large

S0MM® Lales and TTAAINONS &nd JGUolOges RN A A e
that were innovations of ths Hebrews, ' ' Kiag of Emar married ths daughtes
cof the Eblan king, who then promptly

such as monotheism. But we also have A 4
cultural and other aspects that appearé?ft"gjd"d & wedding gift of & number °f‘

b0 have been borrowed from the ancient 1
e ions Svein ar s A proverh appears on snother tablet::
civilizations of Syria and Palestine. We . wift s all t{»,"e gitt is life."” ‘

some of | ! !

i\ha::e‘!’ound the background to some o i Still another provides & full military’
Lrepbrt on a campaign against the King

, Old Testament Ceremony Recalled o Mari in the Euphrates Valley. The
: For example, the professor said, one general from Ebla gave a full account

3 |of the exciting revelations was a line an nf the battles and the journey of his

 [nne of the tablets saving: "The kinzs|ur o< and listed the aitics he hsd con-|

% lcame anointed with oil ™ He said this re. | qured.

called the Old Testament ceremony when. “In our minds, the tablets rrpresenti
Hebrew kings such as Sau! and David . a gensational discovery,” said Mr, Matthl-
were ancinted with oil at their ~orona., ae. “Before, this area was dismissed as
 1tion, ’ . merely peripheral hetween the big centers
1| Moreover, the tablets menlinned the ; of Mcsapotamia and Egypt. :
names of citizens that translated Into: "People wrnte that it was a land of
David, Abraham, lsrael, Esau and Sou!.  nomads, without culture and commerce.

as the oldest mention of the name found | center of urban life, not dependent on’
1o date In ancient script. { Mesopotamia. Ebla had been mentioned.
The cuseiform, which Mr. Pettinatn is | in previous ancient tablets, but only as
decifering from photographs of the tab.  having been conquered by Akkad kings.”
tets, also refer to & place called Urusali-©  According to the newly-discovered tab-
ma. He said that this could well be Ebla’s | letr, however, the kings of Akkad, which
nams for Jerusalem, thus predating nther  wa:.' the great Mesnpotamia state, and
ancient references to the holy city by 'the kings of Ebla were in constant strug-
perhaps hundreds of years.  nle. King Naram-Sin of Altkad led the
One of the dynasties of Ebia was that : desiruction of the palace in which the
of King thrium. And, Mr. Pettinato ex- | tablets were found,
ained, this could be the root of the word 1 “All this is new in terms of what we
1"Hebrew,” but he added that there was knew before about the wholé area,” Mr.
10 firm evidence. iMathiae continued. "It Is nothing i‘:‘u
In reading the script, Mr, Pettinato has ' ihan a new and important chapter in the
been helped subslantlally by the discov- history of the warid.” ,
ery of vocabuliries In the pslace’s wi | ine excavations, which mark the big.
chives, Be sald that the Semitlc people | gest suceess for Italian archeotnglats out.
b Bhia had dqcldfd to Rivent & new lau- | slde their own country, will resume next,
I differsnt from that of the non. lsummer. The professors said they still
t Bumeria ”;Q{Q"!"_@ﬁ’l{ . ... hed maoy seros and many veare o o,
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