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A close reader of the 
materials of this dia-
log will notice that 
the raminfications of 
this problem are many 
and deep. E.g., 
Reagan, who's a pro-
duct of our public-
school system, has a 
foreign policy remote 
from reality--why? 
And Frankel is a reli-
gion illiterate-- 
why?  

ELLIOTT #1839 

Is A P013LIc, 
LANG-UAGE  ON 
RELIGION 
POSSIBLE? 
This letter in 
the 2May84 CAPE 
COD NEWS attacks 
my use of "fear" 
and "reverence" 
in my 25Apr84 
letter in CCN-- 
reproduced in 
#1837. Mine was 
a response to 
an 11Apr84 Jim 
Frankel column, 
which used the 
first of the 
three languages 
these three 
items used! 
(#1838 attacks 
another aspect 
of . the Frankel 
column.) 

#1840 is my 2nd 
CCN letter (2 
May84, today 
written), ~ 

#1841 (Addenda 
to my friend 
and fellow-
minister, who 
wrote the let-
ter included in 
this thinksheet) 

Of course the 
differences 
around this 
triangle are not 
only semantic. 
But this think-
sheet is concern-
ed about the se-
mantic aspect 
of the religion 
aspect of public-
school embattle-
ments today. 
believe that 
progress, here, 
is possible--IF 
democratic en-
gagement (instead 
of only the lob-
bing of missiles) 
Occurs. May it! 



And here is my reply to "Reverence vs. fear": 

Letters " ay 84  bl  
CAPE COD NEWS 

Confusion about prayer 
To the editor: 

Your May 9 edition carries a reply to my April 25, '84 
letter disagreeing with Jim Frankel on "school prayer." 

1. Nowhere in his critique of my letter has the Rev. 
John Williams of Federated Church, Hyannis, addressed 
the fundamental issue in my letter, namely, reverence in 
the American tradition. Instead he takes off on his own 
notion of reverence, as though this were a discussion of a 
word rather than of an issue. 

2. As do most liberal Jews and Christians, the Rev. Mr. 
Williams eliminates "fear" from "reverence." For doing 
this, there is no scholarly support from history of religions, 
psychology of religion, or any other discipline in religion 
studies. The sole support is from the American version of 
Enlightenment philosophy, to which virtually all liberal 
Christian and Jewish religious leaders subscribe. The 
matter is not peripheral: it's at the heart of the liberal 
clergy's opposition to " school prayer." 

3. Why do I put "school prayer" in quotes? Because 
the phrase points only lamely to the fundamental issue so 
many Americans are concerned about, namely, the 
engendering of our historic American sacrality, our 
American Way of Being Religious. To say there is no such 
thing (1) is ignorant and (2) slluts off discussion as to the 
new situation vis-a-vis religion and public education. 

4. The new situation has two components, not just the 
one Mr. Williams mentioned: (1) The public schools have 
abandoned the engendering of traditional American 
reverence, and (2) The country has become more 
pluralistic with the growth of (a) secularistic humanism 
and (b) old and new religions alien to the traditional 
American reverence (which is biblical as modified by 
Puritanism and the Enlightenment). Proposed 
Constitutional amendments are too unsophisticated (in the 
sense of not taking our new situation into account): clergy 
and laity need to get their act together before intelligent 
legislative proposals can be framed. You can bet that my 
friend Mr.Williams and I will! The public deserved a more 
mature action than the current simplistic yes/no heard 
from "America's religious forces" on "school prayer." 

5. Note Mr. Williams' indirect definition of reverence: 
"Reverence in the sense Dr. Elliott is talking about is not 
related to prayer. Proper discipline, decorum, respect for 
life, the world etc. is taught in other ways." Do I indeed 
"confuse the prayer issue by talking about reverence?" 
Only sentimentality, and historical amnesia, could (1) 
eliminate fear from reverence and (2) separate prayer from 
reverence. Much of our present confusion on "religion in 
public education" derives from the liberal idiosyncratic 
use of the relevant terms without visible means of support 
in history and the dictionaries. 
Willis Elliott 
Craigville 
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