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10 PROBABLY 
IGNORE YOU, AND 
NT THE BLANKET 
OVER MY HEAD 

WHAT WOULD YOU PO 
IF I TOLD YOU THIS 

WOULD BE A 6002 TIME 
TO STOP BEIN6 SO CRABBSt? 2 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF I 
TOLD YOU THIS WOULD BE 

A 6002 TIME FOR YOU TO 
GIVE UP THAT STUPID BLANKET? 
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The phonecalls of the past few hours....the meetings the past few days....the helterskelter thoughts & 
prayers, the jumpings out of bed through the night to make notes....the courage (hubris?) to write an only 
half-masticated Thinksheet with an "unphilosophical fragment" of a title....the assurance in these words of 
American poet Wm. Carlos Williams: "The vague accuracies of events dancing two / and two with language which 
they / forever surpass--and dawns / tangled in darkness....I am aware of the stream that has no language" [& 
of the man to whom I witnessed for Jesus yesterday, who said "I am religious, but I refuse to use any words 
about it"] ("Six Poems from Patterson,"IV)....& my saying, in a hospital meeting day before yesterday, "Help 
the dying to clothe, with the best words they can manage, what they believe is best, & therefore holiest; and 
thus earn the right  to witness with your own holy words " 

PEANUTS--  
1. Lucy & 
Linus here 
model for 
most of 
humanity : 
anything but 
repentance, 
any cover 
against fac-
ing the down-
side of one-
self, (to 
use a Nels Ferrd figure) any umbrella from the Sun. 	The Christian gospel becomes 
available to you when you become available to it by having (1) a sufficiently low opinion 
of yourself (low enough self-esteem) , (2) a sufficiently high opinion of God's holy love 
for you as exhibited by & effectualized in Jesus (the Son, the Christ, the Savior, the 
Lord) , & (3) the willingness to repent, ie to "turn" from God-resistance & God-evasion 
to God-obedience, confessing both sin & faith (contra Lucy & Linus) . 

2. In demanding that we approach God confessedly excuseless & defenseless, 
Christianity is merciless to the ego. But when we say, Lord, I have no place to hide 
from you, & no covering to conceal what I don't want seen (Gn .2 25 3 7, 10 f Heb. 4 13), God 
becomes our hiding place ( Ps. 32 7 119 1141  ) & covering ( Deut .33 12  Is. 4 5  Ps. 32 1 85 2 ) . 	This 
self-divestment, self-emptying, self-abasement, self-"denial" by grace of a power not 
our own unloads the past & opens us to the future with its loads, its burdens to be 
borne in-with-through the Holy Spirit. It is a via negativa, 	as 	it were one step 
backward in preparation for the via positiva, the steps forward. Is it a precondition 
(let's call it by our technical Christian word "justification") necessary to working for 
justice & peace? If it were, we Christians could not work, as we must, with 
nonChristians in "the struggle for justice and peace." But it is necessary if one is 
to engage in this struggle as a witnessing Christian applying the distinctively Christian 
critical consciousness & conscience rather than accepting uncritically the going, 
current, common understandings & definitions of "justice" & "peace." To put the duty 
interrogatively, What do justice & peace here & now look like from the angle of "justifi-
cation"? In this series of "J &J" Thinksheets I'm raising that question from many angles. 

3. This Thinksheet's title treats "justified" & "saved" as synonyms, though the 
semantic fields are not quite concentric. What's the Bible say about how it happens, 
by what it happens? It would be proleptic to say the Bible isn't careful to speak pre-
cisely here: the desire for precision is largely a postbiblical theological concern. Scrip-
ture can even say "baptism saves.... through the resurrection of Jesus Christ" 

1 F) 321) 	And we are said to be "saved by hope" ( Ro.8 24 ) & are to be prepared to 
"give a reason for the hope" that is in us (1P.3 1 D [or "explain the hope"] ; cf. 1 21  
"your faith and hope are fixed on God"; & again for faith/hope together, Heb. 11 1  "to 
have faith is to have confidence in the things we hope for") . 

4. That we are saved by works can safely be called the general opinion of 
humankind. Yet always-everywhere there's been & there is more to "works" than just 
the deeds themselves. 	Distinguishing magic from religion, we can properly say that 
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deeds viewed as have inherent potency or salvific value are to be classified as magic 
rather than religion, though we must admit that priestcraft sometimes yields to the 
temptation to amplify hieratic deeds, rituals, with this claim. But it's normal for 
religion to associate, with religiously valued "deeds," the attitudes of what we 
Christians call the Christian triadic virtues, viz faith, hope, & love (including good 
will). 

5. Two reductionisms  of religion 
to "works-righteousness" are 
common : 

(1) Some 	churchgoers 
are impatient of theory & focus 
on action, "walking the walk, " 
deeds as "where the rubber hits 
the road" & "the bottom line." 
They are practical  reductionists. 

(2) The 	philosophical  
reductionists, few of them 
churchgoers, boil the religion 
off & are satisfied with the ethi-
cal residue ( & proud of their 
distillation process) . These two 
letters are responses to a CAPE 
COD TIMES essay of one of 
these, who'd called the Mt.25 
works of mercy "the essence" 
of Christianity. Friend Dan 
described himself to me as a 
Catholic who prays "five times 
a day," but he never mentions 
God in his excellent, influential 
essays. My Jan .5 essay was 
to disabuse him, & others, of 
his religious simplism. Next 
day, Bruening's letter takes off 
in another direction. Let's see.. 

6. 	Among 	American 	liberals 
today, the main form of salvation 
by works is salvation by love, 
the religion Bruening espouses 
here: "each of us has either 
given or at least received, love. 
And that in itself will be enough 
to keep us away from eternal 
punishment." For some, salva-
tion merely by being loved! 
And as in all love-religion, dam-
nation, ultimate loss, for none. 

The real kernel 
of Christianity 

As an ethicist, Dan McCullough 
is well aware of the common error 
of confusing means with ends. For 
example, greed gives money)  an 
instrumental value, significance in 
itself. Again, the sexual addict uses 
intercourse as an end in itself, rath-
er than as a means to and expres-
sion of love. 

But in his Dec. 24 column, Dan 
commits the reverse error, confus-
ing ends with means. He is right 
that "the kerygma is the center, the 
nucleus, the kernel, the essence" 
of Christianity, "the proclamation 
or central message of the New Tes-
tament." But he's wrong in identi-
fying this with the works of charity 
(in Matthew 25:31-46). 

Rather, the essence of the Gos-
pel is the "good news" (which 
"gospel" means) that God has 
benefited us by coming in Jesus to 
save us from sin and death and 
thus to move us into benefiting oth-
ers through works of witness and 
mercy. Our works of charity and 
toward justice and peace are ends 
only in the proximate sense that 
they are seen as full-hearted, full-
minded responses to God's loving 
action in Christ. In the ultimate 
sense they are — here as every-
where else in the Bible — means to 
the glory of God, whether or not 
we are aware of it. 

As the great English scientist-
mystic Gerald Heard put it, "The 
child looks past the birthday gift / 
At his dear father's smile." Christ-
mas is abotir this transparency of 
the worksof love, God's deeds and 
ours. 

WILLIS ELLIOTT 
Craigville 

Thoughts on 
Christianity 

Dan McCullough is to be com-
mended for his Cape Cod Times ar-
ticle of Dec. 24. I agree that the ker-
ygma of Christianity is contained 
in those 15 lines in Matthew: 
"When I was hungry, You gave me 
food; when thirsty," etcetera. 

But, I would go one step beyond 
Professor McCullough and say that 
the essence of Christianity is con-
tained in only one world: Love. 
Nothing else is asked but to love 
God and one another. 

Here's where we begin to see 
things differently as he mentions 
eternal punishment. 

No matter how disturbed, how 
misguided, spent, lost, afraid, ad-
dicted, nasty or cruel, each of us 
has either given or at least re-
ceived, love. And that in itself will 
be enough to keep us away from 
eternal punishment. 

Since most earthly fathers are 
capable of understanding and ac-
cepting their children, while not 
necessarily accepting individual 
deeds, certainly our Heavenly Fa-
ther will embrace and welcome 
each of us when the time is right. 
He will not exclude any from His 
house of love nor direct us to an-
other place, which probably 
doesn't exist anyway. 

Thanks Dan, for some ideas that 
deserve to be thought about. 

GEORGE W. BREUNING 
East Sandwich 

7. 	My letter explicitly distances me from McC. & implicitly (as I'd not seen his next- 
day letter) from G. In both, I object to the myopia  of missing the "good news" that 

we are saved by grace through faith in God through the One who lived & died & rose 
to "save us from sin and death" & thereby "move us into benefiting others through 
works of witness and mercy." For my two opponents, the gospel exists as fragments 
rather than as the whole Christian Story which the New Testament tells in many ways 
from many points of view. Canonically, they've shriveled the Bible down to a few 
passages in the Gospels (as did Marcion in the early Church & Jefferson in early 
America) . McC. mentions only in passing that Christians see all deeds of mercy as 
done, unconsciously or consciously, for Jesus. And G. mentions only in passing that 

we are "asked" to "love God." Paul (Gal .5 6 ) puts it all together : "what matters is faith  
that works  through love." God is the Knower of the hearts of all, & each. 
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