SERMON OF THE REVEREND JOTHAM MEEKER

This sermon is the only one of Meeker's known to exist. Its importance is further increased by the fact that it is focused on the strongest, most reoccurring theme of Jotham Meeker's sermons and life—Christian love. The date of the writing is uncertain due to his frequent use of the subject; the specific scripture quoted was used almost annually as a sermon theme.

"This is my Commandment, that ye love one another as I have loved you." John 15:19.

These words were spoken by the Lord Jesus Christ in His farewell sermon to His disciples, probably at the close of His Last Supper, the night in which He was betrayed.

If we can select a word in the Bible upon which the greatest stress is laid that word is Love. Love caused the great Jehovah to create the heavens and the earth, and all things therein contained.  When man had fallen from the state of his purity, Love contrived a way by which God could be just while justifying the sinner that should believe in a promised Savior. It was love that induced the Son of God to leave the joys of heaven to take upon Himself a human body, to submit to poverty, reproach, ignomity, persecution, and to "bear our sins in His own body on the tree", by whose stripes we were healed. At whatever we look of Christ's sayings or doings while He was on earth, or since He ascended into heaven, we see, standing most prominent of all others, the spirit of Love. If we listen to His warnings, His rebukes, His threatenings; of His invitations, His promises, His intreaties; if we consider His miracles, His labors, His crucifixion, or His resurrection, all show that His love to us is beyond all conception.

Having, therefore, exhibited Himself to us as Love itself; He commands us to love one another as He has loved us. He gives this as His commandment; not that this commandment was never given before; for He had previously said the great or first commandment was, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind," and that the second was "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." He even required His disciples to love their enemies. When we consider the object of Christ's coming, and the unspeakable value of the blessings conferred upon us, it seems almost unnecessary for Him even to request that we should love one another, much less to assume His authority, and to affix to the words of the text, "These things I command you, that ye love one another."

We see in the writings of the Apostles the same commandment repeatedly pressed upon the Churches which they had planted.

In the primitive churches this virtue shone most conspicuously; and, during the times of the hottest persecutions, it appeared, truly, stronger than death. Although Satan and his children went to their greatest lengths to scatter and destroy the children of God, and although millions were put to death for righteousness' sake, yet while this heaven born principle of love to God and to one another continued, all, even their enemies could see that they were conquerors, even while expiring in the flames. And even their pagan persecutors were heard to say to one another, "See how these Christians love one another."

The question might be asked, "If we are commanded to love our neighbors as ourselves, and even our enemies, where is the necessity for the command to love our Christian brethren?" It is true, we are to love all, to bless them that curse us, do good to them that hate us, and pray for them which despitefully use us and persecute us, that we may be the children of our Father which is in heaven; for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust; and also, that we may be the followers of Jesus, who, while hanging on the cross, prayed for His persecutors, "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do". But we are to look upon the members of Christ's body with a peculiar complacency. We profess to love God Supremely. When man was first created, he was created in the image of God. When he fell, he lost this image, which has been again. restored by Christ. So that now, when we look upon one who is a Christian, we see, by faith, God dwelling in him by His Spirit; we see one who loves God, one whom God loves, one whose name is written in heaven; Christ has died for him, has clothed him with His own righteousness, has prepared a mansion in heaven for him, and is interceding for him there; he is one of the ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, with whom we hope soon to unite in singing "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and blessing."

But it is not optionary with us whether we love our brethren or not. We have a positive command by Him whose we are, "These things I command you, that ye love one another. That servant which knew his Lord's will, neither did according to His will, shall be beaten with many stripes." We are also told that, "He that saith he is in the light and hateth his brother is in the darkness even until now." Yea, more, "He that loveth not his brother abideth in death."

But, my dear brethren, we often err in deciding in our minds whom we should, or should not love. It is natural and easy for us to love such as are of an amiable, mild, and loving disposition, especially those who fall in with our own views of right and wrong. I say it is natural and easy. There is no virtue attached to our loving such. Christ says, "If ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? Do not even the Publicans the same?" We are too much inclined to select from the professed followers of Christ those, and only those, as the objects of our affection, who love what we love, hate what we hate, take that decided stand and course which we take, and who oppose us in nothing; and therefore love them, not perhaps because they bear much of the image of Christ, but because they are congenial with our own feelings; and in regard to others, although the professed followers of Christ, and give evidence of having experienced a change of heart, we stand aloof, or take the judge's bench, say., at least by our actions, "Stand by thyself, come not near to me, for I am holier than thou." How common is the practice for Christians who call themselves Baptists, and Christians who call themselves Methodists, or those who are called by some other denominations name, to stand as completely disconnected, as it regards loving one another, as either of those denominations do with the children of the evil one. And is it not the case that, even here, in our beloved Baptist denomination, "one of you saith, I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ. Is Christ divided!" 0 "tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Ashilon lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph."

It is often the case that party feeling has run so high, and each side has taken such a positive stand against the other, that all or nearly so, feel that the wound has become incurable. Neither party is willing to make any concessions, or to acknowledge they have taken the wrong course. The breach becomes wider and wider until they settle down in hating and persecuting each other. Can it be that the members of the body of Christ can thus feel and act? It cannot be. We are plainly told that "he that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now." How much better would it be for us to agree to allow our brethren to differ from us in some matters of faith and practice, which does not affect the vital principles of Christianity, especially where they say them conscience compels them to do so, and to love them still. This is a subject about which our Savior and the Apostles spoke positively and frequently. And there is no duty they have urged upon us more strongly than to love one another. May the Lord enable us by His grace to examine ourselves on this point, and wherever we can ascertain that we have any other feeling than that of love to anyone of the professed followers of Christ, let us not rest a day until that feeling disappears. If we have reason to suppose that nay of Christ's little ones are offended or feel at all hurt on account of our treatment or conduct towards them, or on account of our neglecting in any way to do our duty, let us seek the earliest opportunity to put away the evil, and to renew or cultivate that heavenly principle enjoined upon us in the text.

This love requires that we should have feelings of strong sympathy for our brethren. "When the Son of Man shall come in all His glory and the holy Angels with Him", we shall be caned on to give an account of our treatment towards our suffering brethren. If we shall then be a part of that happy number who shall be set on His right hand, we may expect Him to say to us, "I was hungered and ye gave me meat; I was thirsty and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger and ye took me in, naked and ye clothed me. I was sick and ye visited me. I was in prison and ye came unto me." "Verily, I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Our Lord tells us that the poor we have always with us, and that whenever we will, we can do them good. He, when on the earth, was numbered among the poor; He associated with the poor; He preached the gospel, principally, to the poor; and He is able to say to His followers who are poor as to the things of this world, "I know thy poverty, but thou art rich." We too are required to not despise the poor, but to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, to relieve the oppressed, and in every possible way, to administer consolation to those in distress. But we often see a very different course from this taken. Each one clings to that which he calls his own, and will even oppress a poor brother or sister. "If a brother or sister be naked and destitute of daily food, and on of you say unto them, "Depart in peace, be you warmed and filled; not with standing ye give them not those things which are needful to the body, what doth is profit?" How often do we see the pious sick almost forsaken! If ever we need any thing strengthening, encouraging, consoling, it is when we are confined to our bed, racked by disease and pain; and it is very common for a person in this situation to say, "No one comes near me. Nothing would be more pleasant than to hear reading, singing, religious conversation and prayers; but wearisome days and weeks pass by without even seeing the face of one who bears the image of my Saviour." It is to be feared that many, very many who bear the Christian name on earth will at last be addressed with, "I was ahungered and ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty and ye gave me no drink, I was a stranger and ye took me not in; naked and ye clothed me not; sick and in prison and ye visited me not."

We are not only to distribute to the necessities of the saints, and to administer bodily consolations, but we are required to pray for one another. Our Saviour prayed for those whom His Father had given Him and also for those who should believe through their words and is now interceding in Heaven for us. And He requires us to pray, not only with, but for our brethren. A Christian should take the interests of his brethren into his closet. Private devotion is not to be selfish devotion. It much increases our love to one another to devote much of our prayers to each other's welfare.

We are also commanded to "exhort one another daily, lest any be hardened the deceitfulness of sin." 0 could we thus "pray for one another" and thus "exhort one another daily." How much nearer would we come to obeying the command of the text than we now do. And, could we be more faithful in encouraging, strengthening, warning, and rebuking, our brethren in the spirit of meekness, we would not so often see coldness, discord, strife, and hatred existing among the professed disciples of the meek and lowly Jesus.

Do I hear one say, "And who are my brethren?" Christ says, "For whosoever shall do the will of my father which is in heaven, the same is my brother and sister, and mother." If we have the evidence within ourselves that we do the will of our Father which is in heaven and consequently can hope that we are among those whom Jesus calls His brethren, where shall we look for those, and only those, whom we can call brethren? Shall we go only into the particular Church which we have joined? Shall we go only into what is termed the Baptist Church or shall we extend our pursuit more largely, and look within the bounds of what we term evangelical churches? We certainly must hope that at least a part of the members of the Baptist Church are Christians; and I think that Christian charity also compels us to hope that a part of nearly all other religious denominations who take the Bible as their only rule of faith and practice are our brothers and sisters and mothers. Our love should not therefore be confined exclusively to the members of our particular party, or church, or denomination. We should carefully avoid an exclusive attachment to our own opinions and denomination, and should never allow our affections to be alienated from Christians of another name. One of the brightest evidences of a change of heart is in my opinion that fervent admiration of the beauties of holiness, which leads a man to recognize and love them wherever they are seen, whether in his own denomination or others. The excellent Robert Hall in alluding to this subject says, "The evil to be deplored in the present state of the Church is the unnatural distance at which Christians stand from each other, the spirit of sects, the disposition to be found in their union on the wood, hay, and stubble of human inventions, or disputed tenents, instead of the eternal Rock, the faith once delivered to the saints. Surely, surely, we shall find a sufficient bond of union, a sufficient scope for all our sympathies in the doctrine of the cross."

It is not only our duty to exhort one another to love and good works, but also to admonish one another to guard against every thing which will have a contrary tendency. The spirit o tattling, which prevails to an alarming extent, among professing Christians, cannot be too severely reprobated. There are few who are willing to own that they are tattlers, and perhaps still fewer who are entirely free from it. There is perhaps no evil which tends more to disturb the peace of a church than this. Some take great pains to notice or in some way or other to find out the errors of their brethren; and then, instead of taking the scriptural rule, they at once publish them wherever they can find listeners, in an exaggerated form without seeming to have any scruples about the correctness of such a course. Others, who feel that it is wrong to speak of the faults of others, continue to screen themselves from blame by affecting to lament over the weakness or imprudence of their brethren. "What a pity it is," they exclaim, "that Brother such-a-one should have behaved so." And then, replies a second, "How sorry I am to hear this report of such a sister." The world will talk and the cause of Christ will suffer by such unwarrantable things in the conduct of a professor. "It will not be a secret long, or I would not mention it." In this way is a tattling disposition indulged in the circles of those who appear in other respects to be zealous followers of the Redeemer. Could we love one another as we are commanded to, we would not be found telling each other's faults to a third person until we supposed the good of the cause of Christ actually required it. There is no danger of the tattler's taking a pleasure in publishing his own. faults. The reason is evident. He loves himself. So when we see a professed Christian speaking, unnecessarily of the faults of his brother, we may conclude that he does not love him; and should we not from the Bible suppose that he is "in darkness even now. " If then it is wrong to speak of an error we see in our brother, it is equally so, if not worse, to carry such kind of news we receive from a tattler. For what reaches us through a tattler comes through a corrupt channel. The story is probably much exaggerated – and by our carrying it still farther, we may unintentionally, add falsehood to evil speaking. In order, then, to oppose this evil, we ought to discountenance it by refusing to listen to any thing of the kind and to reprove any brother or sister who shall thus sin against his fellow professor and, above all, against God.

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God", "and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him." We expect that if we shall be so happy as to arrive at heaven at last we shall then be made perfect in love. May the Lord in His mercy bestow upon us here in this life that charity, or love which suffereth long, and is kind, which vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked; thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, and when we shall leave this world, that which never faileth.
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