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By PETER BERGER

It one centra) delusion

sion of that Seemingly
the “new class’” to pe

unending capacity of
masochistic ang ag-

gressive at the Same time. Political €Xpe-

human rights,

Could al] thig lead to internationaj disas-
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rights hag éncouraged a SuUrvey-research
mentality: Whe tortures whom, where and
how often? How many politicaj Prisoners
are there in country A aq compared with
country B? Thjig has leq many people to
the rediscovery of the obvious: There is g
tonectiog
rights ang Ppolitical democracy.

he Cohnection jg not absolute,
course. There are  benevolent despots,
There are also violationg of human rights
in countries with democratic forms of gov-
ernment. Ajj the Same, the correlation be.
tween respect for human rights ang
healthy democratjc institutions is high in.
deed. It ig Salutary for American Ppolitical
Consciousnegs that thig

might also pe discovered,

In the demonology of our
there are two distinct Sets of ogres, per-
ceived ag habitually holding hands—the
torturing henchmen of dictatoria) regimes
and the greedy, €Xploitative capitalists,
brought together by the thirst for power
and the profit motive,

Yet the data indicate a rather different
empirica) relationship between torture-
prone politics ang Profit-motive economics,

0 be sure, humber of ugly dictatorships
have capitaljst €conomies ang there are
capitalists undeterred by hand-holding re-

intellectyalg

To put it ditferently, there is not 5 8in-
gle non-capitalist democracy in the worig
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case at home. i

A number of astute COmmentators have
recently pointeq out that capitalism wij)
become moye attractive to its detrac-

by the Propagation of €conomic
theory, however attractively Packaged, nor
by educationa] i
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