Editor’s Note: On Monday,
April 20, the black students
of Ottawa University met with
President Peter H, Armacost
concerning the eight demands
they submitted tothe University
last December. Todiscover the
full scope of the issues ine’
volved a CAMPUS reporter

spoke with Dr, Neal Berte, Ex= _

ecutive Assistant to the Presi-
dent to find out the admine

5 D
Covington, junior, to find out
the black students’ position,

When asked why the black
students met with the presi-
dent, Berte said ‘‘They (the
black students) felt that not
enough had been done to meet
their demands’’, He said that
the meeting about ‘‘what specif-
ically concerned them,” be=
tween himself, Dr, Armacost,
and thirty black students lasted
about two hours, Berte noted
that at this point it ““appeared
no longer fruitful to continue
talking,”’ According to Berte,
the President asked the black
students to leave, because of
his upcoming meeting with the
Board of Trustees, ‘“The stu-
dents initially decided not to
leave,”” Berte sald. Berte
sald that the president re=-
sponded by giving the black stu-
dents fifteen minutes toleave or

der,
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else face suspension, “We
then talked about ways to
follow up their concern,’’ Berte
said, Berte noted attempts to
involve the black students in
black faculty positions, finan-
cial aid to black students, and
consultation in black studies.
__At_this point, according to

Berte, the black students left’

the President’s office through
decision by group vote, and
proceeded to Dr, Berte's of-
fice “to engage in some follow-

up activities,”

Berte noted thathe was ‘“‘par-
ticularly disappointed that the
black students did not see a
hiring of two black faculty mem-
bers as significant,” He said
that Ottawa is progressive in
this respect compared to other
institutions.. -He -also- noted
“the significance’” of another
black faculty contract still being
out.

Berte called the r?leeting
“another opportunity to com-

municate with black students,”’
He said, ‘‘The hiring of black
faculty is going to better the
learning experience of all stu-
dents—white and black,”’
Lonnie Sherman, senior, said
the black students met with
President Armacost on Monday
“because of inefficiency in
meeting our demands.” He
added that the University ‘‘had
not taken a definite stand on

as far as housing, a
black co-ordinator, and a black
consultant on campus to co- .
ordinate a Black Studies pro-
gram.”

When asked what the meeting
accomplished, Sherman speci-
fied nothing. He said it was
‘“the wrong time’” since the
President was too busy with
the Board of Trustees., He
noted that they were given an
opportunity to work through Dr,
Berte to work on their demands.

In regard to the president’s
ultimatum, Sherman said, I
felt that we should have stayed
there, because the demands had
not been met,” He accused -
Armacost of ‘‘beating -around

+the -bushs? He said; “Evennow——

he hasn’t mads a definite stand

on anything,”?

, As far as the effect of the

meeting, Sherman said,
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“It might have some effect,
although the situation has
worsened,’”” ‘“The President
needs time to get himself to-
gether, to find out what black
- folks feel;* Shermansatd,—— -

When asked about future plans
for the black students, Sherman
did not signify any set plans.

Sherman said in regardtothe
student body, ‘“The student body
should be unaffected regard-
less of what happens.”” He also
added, ‘‘As far as the demands
they should be helping,?”’

Sherman further said, ‘“We
asked for a black co-ordinator
who could help and advigse the
president with the legality of
our demands,’”” He noted that
if such a co-ordinator ‘“worked
on the demands with the ad-
ministration, less meetings of
this sort will be needed,?’ ¢‘Stu-
dents don’t have the time that
a co-ordinator would for doing
this,’’ said Sherman,

As far as the dialogue, Sher-
man said, ‘‘He (the president)
doesn’t listen at all,”” *‘Dialogue
could be beneficial,”” Sherman
noted, ‘‘if the president listened
to what we say and realize that
we are human beings,?”



