Hirat Baptist Churel;
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
THE MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES

PALM SUNDAY
March 26, 1961 Nine-Forty-Five and Eleven O’Clock

“But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God.”
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Choral Call to Worship— **“We Come Before Thy Presence’’
#*“Alleluia: Alleluia”
Processional Hymn—""All Glory, Laud and Honor” 201
Invocation
Lord’s Prayer and Gloria
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THE WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US
= Anthem= —@Ehe FPalmsii s sl v i e ol G AT e S i Faure

~ Combined Choirs
Service of Baptism

The Reading of the Holy Scriptures—John 12: 12-26
Choral Call to Prayer—Prayer Is The Soul's Sincere Desire”
Pastoral Prayer
Choral Response— *‘““Hear Me, O God’’
: " **“Almighty Father, Hear Our Prayer”
e
GRACE AND TRUTH CAME THROUGH JESUS CHRIST
Christian Greetings
Receiving Our Tithes and Offerings
*Offertory Anthem—" "Were You There”’ Lehtie e sl e S pinitudl
*+#Organ Offertory— “When In The Hour of Utmost Need” Bach
Doxology and Prayer of Dedication

THAT ALL MIGHT BELIEVE THROUGH HIM

**Vocal Solo—"Hosanna to the Son of David’___ __ Charles
Clarice Henning, Soprano
Sermon by Pastor Fredrikson—" A Drama in Two Acts”’

HE GAVE POWER TO BECOME CHILDREN OF GOD

Hymn of Dedication and Decision—"Go To Dark Gethsemane’ AT
Benediction
Postlude

*First Service Only—**Second Service Only—** #Ushers may seat latecomers

This morning Pastor Fredrikson will greet folks at the main door, Rev. Babcock
at the side door and Rev. Rowe at the balcony door.

The broadcast of the service this morning over KELO beginning at 11:10 is
sponsored by Mr. and Mrs. Marion Woods and Daughters.



PALM SUNDAY EVENING WORSHIP
DR. LEE BRIGHT, Director DR. MAYNARD BERK, Organist
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Choir and Congregation
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Service of Baptism
“Christ of the Upward Way”’ Lomas-Licht
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Junior ngh Choir
Harold Wortman, Director
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“Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing”’___
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“All Hail to Christ Our King’ i S Rauls
Senior High Choir
Harold Wortman, Director

“A Ballad of Trees and the Master” i el e e Nlathewis
Sanctuary Choir
Offertory
“Doubt No More” R Hughs
Henry L1ppe1t Tenor—Wayne ‘Dalton, Baritone
“Thy Glory Dawns, Jerusalem’ _________ Lockwood
Solo—Mrs. James Smart, Contralto
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The flowers today a;g/e given by Mrs, Robert Scott
and Mrs, Fr Ci

F
M, F. Martini.

The rosebud on the piano is in honor of a Ca wgiter,
Dovne Y€Moorn to Mr, and Mrs. Alan Lawrence.
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On this another Palm Sunday it is a special joy to welcome you to our

service. This is Margaret Clark, the Pastor's Assistant bringing you a word of

!

greeting €£nom the congregation and staff here at First Baptist. We come today

at the beginning of Holy Week to begin again our pilgrimmage to Laster knowing

in our hearts that while we are amgng the cheering thoongs today, we havé also

been among His betrayers. It is our hope that for each of us today may be

one in which we will sense again the real meaning of Christ for our lives and

know for ourselves that beyond Good Friday and the Cposs there is Easter and
empty tomb. Will you gioin us in prayer that this may be the experience

of many today?

The Combined Choirs of our church have sung the anthem THE PALMS by Faure.

The scrirture has been read today from the 12th chapter of John verses 12-26,

The Offertory Solo HOSANNA, TO THE SON OF DAVID will be sung this morning by

Clarice Hennlng, sonranO. Pastor Fredrikson is - eac hlnw this morplnﬂ on the
topic A DRAMA IN TWO ACTS.

We hope you will find it possible to attend our special service of Lenten
Worship tonight at 7:30 when our Combined Choirs will nresent the music of
Baster., It is always a rich experience of worship when we are led by all of
our choirs from the smallest of the primary children to our Sanctuary Choir.

Before we return to the sanctuary let me say once again how good it is to
have you with us today. Should you be in need of spiritual counsel or guidance
please feel free to call our office. We rejoice in every opportunity to serve
you. As we invite you we are aware that it is God's House to which we welcome
vou and it is in the Spirit of the fisen Christ that we seek to minister to

yOU.



“Blessed be he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
—MATTHEW 21:9
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The Emporia Ministerial Association is sponsoring
nre four nights, Sunday through Wednesday with Pry
Re - Fredrikson and the Good Friday observance,
«uc other night meetings will be held in these
places: Monday, Grace Methodist; Tuesday, First
Presbyterian; Wednesday, First Christian, Dr, Frede
-rikson has announced the following subjects: "Tho
Coward in Our Souls", "The Rent Veil", MWhen Christ
Passes By", Roger Fredrikson is widely known among
Baptists and others, He is presently pastor of the
First Baptist Church, in Sioux Falls, South Dakcta,
having gone there three years ago from the Pirst
Baptist, Ottawa, He has served on many denomina~
ticnal boards and committees, including the office
of First Vice President of the American Baptist
Convention, He is presently President of the Board
of Bducation and Publication of the American Bap-
tist Convention, He was graduated from Ottawa
University in 1942 having previously attended Sioux
Talls College, From Ottawa he attended Central
Baptist Seminnry one year oand completed his work
for his Bachelor of Divinity Degree at Andover Sem-
inrry in 1949, In 1949 he began teaching at Ottawa
and in 1954 became pastor of First Baptist, contin-
uing tc teach part time at the college, For his
outstandinz work in various ways he was awarded
the Doctor of Pivinity degree from Ottawa in 1958,
We are indeed fortunate to have secured his services
for this important week, The Good Friday service
will be held at the First Methodist Church from
12:00 to 3:00 P,M, with fourteen local pastors shar-
ing in the several vphases of leadership andi mnes—
sagess The Council of Church Women's Choir will
sing, Most churches of the community will eonduct
Maundy Thursday services in their own way and in
their own buildings, In our church the Candlelicht
Commuinion Service will be held as in the past, Our
sucst Speaker will be our District Missionary, ZRev,
Sharles V, Trent, who will also preside at the Table

TEHE FPIRST BAPTIST CHURGCH
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Emporia, Kansas Ralph E, Herrick, Pastor
PAIM SUNDAY, April 15, 1962

EVENING WORSHIP — 7230 p.m.

THE ORGAN PRELULE

THE HYMN —~ No, 374 I'm Pressing on the Upward Way
THE SCRIPTURE READING AND PRAYER Rev, S, E, Frederick
THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE OFFERTORY

THE ANTHEM "Come FPaithful People! Choir
THE SERMON "A IRAMA IN TWO ACTS" = Dr, Roger Fredrikson
THE HYMN OF INVITATION - No, 331 Only Trust Him
THE ZENEDICTION

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE

SFECIAL TO YOUTH - Dr, Fredrikson will speak to our youth
departments after the Sunday night service, There will
also be group singing and refreshments, Youth from other
churches are invited to stay for this extra hour,




A DRAMA TN TWO ACTS

My dear friends, all of us know that throushout Christendom this is one of the
great days of the year. And one of the incredible things about this day is that
startine with a small stracsline oroup of people back two thousand vears asgo we now
have a multitude of at least six hundred million people who veluntarily will say
this day, in some way or other, that Jesus Christ is Lord. This is a day of many
mingled emotions. One one hand there is the great praise and joy of the day, the
celebration, the festivity of it. On the other hand this is a day which has sadness
in it because we know what's coming. And of all people who must have had a sense
of mingline joy and sadness within him, it was Jesus. For as he came over the brow
of a hill and looked at a city that had killed its prophets and stoned its great
men, now he was coming home to be rejected.
Any man who knows about Passover weekend knows that it was the greatest day
in all of the Jewish year, that of all the celebrations the Jewish people had, this
was the greatest. And any Jew who could get together enoush money would eo to
Jerusalem for that weekend. And the high point of it was when the high priest
entered the Holy of Holies and there on a hich altar killed the beast selected out

of the flocks which the Jewish people had. And as the blood ran down over the altar

o

he prayed with his back to the people that God might hear the cry and the anguish
of the people in their sin and forsive them. How fittins that at the end of this

week which berins with Palm Sunday, as Scripture later put it, the Perfect Lamb of
tod was hung up to die.

So that Palm Sunday introduces us to something of mystery and meaning which
soes beyond all that we know. Like so many things we get involved in, folks, that
we cannot explain, this week is like that. Who knows the full meaning of love?
Who understands what sacrifice has gone into his being here, just from a purely

human point of view? So there is profound meaning. This is why we need music and

poetry and pageantry and the act of the things that we do to say what words cannot say



Now folks, runninc throush all of human life and more particularly throuch the
Bible there are two great pivots on which all life hangs. One side is God and the
other side is man. And from time to time these two walk tocether as friends. For
example, early in the Bible it says that Adam walked with Tod in the garden in the
cool of the day. They were friends. And periodically, from time to time, this is
true. DBut there are other times when man shakes his fist in the face of God and
says,>“I will live without you." These are the times of enmity and bitterness and
hostility. DNow as I look again reading the Passion story out of the four gospels,
and more particularly John, I was struck by the fact that as you move throush Holy
Week, through the gates of Jerusalem on this day, over and over again there are
these two great ficures that face sach other--God and man, man and God. And on the

1

hot streets of Jerusalem it can honestly be said that these two enter into life and

ot

death strugerle. And we are not removed this day from that strugele so long ago.

So this then, I should say, is a drama in two acts. The first act deals with man's

way with God, and the second act is God's way with man.

£

You see when Jesus enters the city on that day, the city of Jerusalem, this all

,

begins with celebration. This is the way man starts. But as one progresses through
the week he sees somethins of man's embarrassment with God, something of his being
uncomfortable because he is unmasked, something of the fact that the death drive,
in the words of the Menningers, runs strong through him. So that violently, time
after time after time, he will not be satisfied until this one who embarrasses him
has been put to death.

Take, for example, the case of the relirionists. Surely you would expect
people of religion to say, "A new bréeze, 2 new wind is blowing from the north. Let

o~

us 1ift up our heads and see what it is.® But throughout the ministry of Jesus the

Sae

frichtening thing is that it was the men of religion that tightened the noose, that

said, "We will not stomach this thing." It was the men who said, "We believe in
God, we want to do the will of God," that were going every chance they had to the

+
i

temple end the synagopue. It was these people who said, "We must do away with him."



The fact of the matter is they salid he blasphemed everything they held sacred. Vhy
he said he forgave sins. He said he was in some way unique with God. He said that
the Sabbath was not as important as human need. In quoting the law he said, "Moses
said to you this, but I say to you this." Then they turned and said, "This man is

a blasphemer, and none of us can be happy, none of us can be satisfied until we have
done away with him." And the awful thing, I say it with shame, is that time after
time after time it has been the relicionists who nailed truth to the cross. Let no
man think thet he is removed from this. For every time I become self-rishteous,

every time I look down my nose at someone else believing that I am better than he is,

i
]
S

crucifixion once again takes place. For you see what
these men did was to so orsanize things saying that the end justifies the means.

If we've got to bring in false trumped-up witnesses, we'll do that, because the end
is more important than this man. And out of it all the relisionists stand in this
week with bloody hands, havines missed its entire meaning. "He came to his own, and
his own received him not."

Look, if you will, at the politicians. I call them that. Just as we've had
bad relision, we've had bad politics. Here is a case where Pilate tries to pass the
buck. You've heard of this before, haven't you? We'll hide it in committee.

You've heard that, haven't you? This is what is done. So Pilate in a sense says,
"I'11 pass this thing off. 1I'll forget about it." For somehow he cammot bring
himself at the outset to crucify this man. For as Jesus stands there, there is some-
thing majestic about him, something even when he is bleeding and broken that speaks
of dignity. And Pilate says, "L'11 shove him over to Herod. He can take care of

%

it?" This is an old game, buck

T’J'

him. This is a hot potato. 'hy not get rid of
passins., So Jesus is shoved ovef to Herod, and Herod tries to make little jokes—-
laugh at what is sacred. And finally when he cannot brine the house down, so to

speak, with his stories, then he says, Miow perform a simm Jesus," for Herod was of

all men a suverficial man. And finally after this fails he is shoved back once

-again to Pilate, and as Jesus stands up before him the hot crowd says, "If you do



not criucify him, Pilate, we'll tell Caesar." And, if you'll excuse my using the
term, that was the ace card. And Pilate said, "I've got to save my skin." Uow
don't tell me you're not involved in this. Who of us hasn't made excuses? Who of
us hasn't evaded the tourh issues? ho of us hasn't found it more easy to run than
to face the truth” This is man's way with God.

Well look, if you will, 2t the crowd. They were in a sense an indifferent lot.
They blew hot and cold. One day it was "Hosamna;" the next day it was "Crucify Him."
That's an old story. The danger, dear people, as massmedia and all forms of things
would make of all of us conformists, is that we all start to think together. Just
like people without faces who only have numbers. And if the wind blows this way
then we go that way: if it blows that way then we go that way. So that in a real
sense the dilemma of the crowd is our dilemma. We are caught in it in a sense.
The blood of the crowd becomes our blood. The awful thing about a crowd is how

:

superficial it is--one minute facing greoat issue

[©]

, the next minute laughing at it.
Watch bullies on a school yard if you want to see some reflection of yourself. And
the awful thing about hiding yourself in a crowd is that you can always evade the
al issue. This has always been done.

ilen shortly after the Second World War 150 German people were asked whose fault

T

the war was, 145 sent in answers. You know what those answers were? Twenty said
the German hich command--these are Germans sveakine now—-123 said it was Vazi party
leaders, one, one said it was the Terman people, and one said it was caused by the

Allies. Iasiest thine in the world to hide in a crowd. ¥ill vou excuse me if I say

Washincton is

rt of me. The deep dilemma of this world, this is part of me. God

says 1 cannot svoid responsibility, even thourh I want to lose myself in a crowd.

his disciples. You would have thourht the disciples

I
et

lell look, if wou will,
would have stuck. Yet you can take them one after another and look what happened.
We all know about lscariat. We say, "What a fellow." Yet here was a man with great
1bility but with mixed motivations, great possibilities but feet that had clay in

them. And when thehour of testing came, he wasn't any good. But look at Peter.



Peter had been in the inner %! the room of judgment,

the hall of judgment, the , and here was the hostile crowd, here was
Peter standine warmine his hands, and a 1ittle maid, a slip of a girl, comes up

and says, "You're one of them, arent you?" After all he had clothes of the

fisherman. He talked like a Galilean. And he said, "I never knew him."
And what began to become a harmless conversation became a man blasting out wi

oath, "I never knew the man." Are we better than that? We sav ves. But look
s DA,

over the last week. How many times did I have the courage to speak where it

counted” This is the issue of discipleship that doesn't have depth of commitment.
It is the struggle of every one of us in this sanctuary. So when one takes the
first act which speaks about man's way with God, this is what he finds.

Now turn it around. The other side of it is God's way with man. Did you

remember that first Sunday we talked about John here in the sanctuary when I gave

you the words, "He came to his own home, and his own people received him not.

But as many as received him he gave power to become sons of
side of it now. Look at the stories of Jesus told on that week. A smart lawyer
zot up to corner him, and Jesus dealt with him on kindness. The Pharisees on
Tuesday tried to nail him to a wall. They threw the dirtiest, ugliest cuestions
at him they could. Jesus answered without malice. "Render unto Caesar the things

'

that belons to Caesar and unto God the things that belong to God." The answers
came out. And when he spoke to peonle that we-k it was kindly. There was love in
it. This is God's way with man now, not mm's way with God. Uhere they were
stubborn and faithless, he was faithful and lovine. ‘here they were hateful and
full of death, he was loving and full of life. This is the story of this week.
Now no one can go throuch the week without understanding that God is judging
us. That's part of God's way with us. He says you'll never find your way until
you really know who you are. And it isn't because God is dirty, so to speak. It

isn't because God is vengeful. DBut judgment comes in the story. It is because

whene larkness confro light, lig}l mask arkness. And that's why throug
whenever darkness confronts light, lisht unmasks darknes Aind that'! hy through



the whole week all kinds of peonle are stripned bare of defenses. This is what angers

d‘

them., I don't like to be shown up for what I am, whether 1 belong to religion or
politics or what have you. This is why we wear masks, trying to hide ourselves.
T'his is why we construct what micht be called lines of defense. Ve don'
want people to see us for what we are. And yet you see, as Jesus begins to move
throuch this, John says, "Men fought him because thelr deeds were evil and dark."
And yet in the midst of it the light kept shining. So that even in his death hour
near the end of the week a Loman centurion who knew nothing about Jewish religion
except by heresay said, "This must have been the Son of God." And a dyine thief
said, '"Will you remember me?" This is God's way.

Or go beyond this. This way, God dealing with man, is a way of incredible
love. He did not become angry with Peter in the judgment hall. When he walked out

N

he just looked at him. And Peter went out and cried as if his heart would break.

Q

1 vl

When they had struns him up he said, "Forgive them. They don't know what they're

doinc." He's still sayine that. And finally, turnino to a ti

turned in his way on the cross and from ridicule now he cried out for mercy, Jesus

does not say, "Why should I sive you mercy? Look at the way you've treated me."

;3
He says, '"You will be with me today." And the hope of every man who dies in a sense
3 s o o
outside the church, without baptism, without the form, is that dyine thief. WNever

7

forget 1t. This is a way of incredible love. God does not deal tit for tat. He
says, "I will love you in spite of what yvou have done." And the end of it all this
week is that this is a way, God's way of dealing with us, of everlasting sacrifice.

£

I must confess that I do not understand all that there is to know about
sacrifice. Neither do you. A mother gives her 1life that life may come. You can't
go through--you'll forgive me for av1ng this here-—a meat packing plant and see
animals giving their lives, in a sense, and then sit down to eat without realizing
what a debtor you are. This is a universe so intricately tied together we do not

get through it without sacrifice. The fact of the matter.is, it is at the very

heart and center and core of life, And people, there is no religion, no religion



that has any record that's been written without sacrifice at its center. The

»

offering of babies, the offering of animals, the of fering of something. Only the

Christian gospel is it says nothing that man can bring

A1

incredible thing about the

Ial

is good enouch before a holy God. This is why the end of it is God says, "I will

provide the sacrifice." This is the whole mystery of Jesus hanging on the cross
and saying, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Because here is something

of the brokenness of a holy God., And yet here is something of the love of this God.
A friend of mine with whom I had conversation recently was a chaplain durine
the Korean War. e says that one of the stories that moved alons the front where

they were firhting in the days of Heartbreak Ridge and what have you was a boy who

.

tried to climb out and brinc~ back his buddy. And while he was doing it, thinkin

that he could save his buddv's 1ife, the cunfire causht him and he fell. And as thev
s of

3

finally dracced the two boys back, thse chaplain says, the one who had crawled out,
throush fevered lips, in death agony said, "I got him through. I got him through.™
And he died. His friend lived. I don't know if this says it to you or not. But

somethine of the meaning of the eternal sacrifice of the living God—-and men today

1 3
I3

find that out as well as they did 2000 years ago--is that he did this for me.

.

So Jesus stood at the end of the day--did vou ne r the scripture from John?

:

After the triumphant entry, wha

o

did he say? '"Unless a grain of wheat falls into

o/

the ground and dies''--now you farmers know wtut this means—-"it abides aslone., But
if it dies, it will bear much fruit. Therefore, the man that loses his life will

find it. The one who thinks he's found his 1life may lose it." Can we not on this
day, as we enter the gates to go into the city with the Christ, can we not learn this
lesson--that God deals with us differently than we deal with him? And thercfore, we
oursht to love one another, for love is of God.
Shall we prayv.

Our Father, this is an incredible thing we have talked about today. It is an
old, old story, yet as fresh as the newness of any n~iven day. Help us not to lose

L3R 1

its wonder. Help us to be enoush like little children to be teachable. Deliver us



from arrogance Help us, Father, not

to run from Thy calling,
live

our garments, our

together it may be in the awe and won

But on this
es, and make of us then Thy disciples, that
wder of

Amen.

i
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to be defensive, not to

day let us be willing to cast before the Christ

next when we come

M‘
-
@

the resurrection. For we pray in t
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