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Dr. Andrew B. Martin of Wau

kesha, Wis., on November 5 will
become the thirteenJth president
of ottawa University taking the

place of Dr. W. P. Behan who for
four years bas held ·the post of
acting-president. Dr. Behan will
now, at his own desire, return to
the office of dean and head of

the departmenIt of Christianity.
Dr, Martin is 38 years old and

for the past several years has been
active as a Baptist pastor. He
comes to ottawa from the pulpit
of ,the Baptist church in Wauke
sha. The board of trustees took
considerable time in Investigating
his abilities before voting unani
mously and enthus.iastically to
name him president. Dr. Martin
after being elected took no little
time in considering all Phases of
the Universilty work before ac

cepting.
With the coming I()f Dr. Martin

a new era for o. U. is being fore
cast. The board of trustees has
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pledged itself to see ·that enough
money is raised to pay present
salaries in full and to give enousn
funds for expansion.
It is definitely known that Dr.

Martin intends to put into effect
a comprehensive and progressive
program which will make o. U. a

thoroughly Christian educational
Institutlon of the highest order.
He hopes to make it a school of
culture appealing and helpful to
all students. Furthennore he be
lieves that it must be a contem
porary Univers:ty using up-to
daJte methods in teaching all li'b
eral arts courses.

The definlte policies ooncernins
the course the school will follow
in the next few vears, of course,
have not yet been fully determ
ined. Dr. Martin will probably
spend most of his time at first

analyzing the situation and plan
ning the program of development.
The training of the new presi

dent poinrts him for leadership in
an institution sueh as ottawa.
Born in Ireland he received his

elementary and secondary educa
tion in that country. The latter
was taken at Bainbridge Academi
cal Institution from which he

gradlUarted in 1914 with honors.
His undergraduate work was

taken in Oolgate University at
Hamilton, N. Y. He took an A. B.

degree from there in 192,5, and
then attended the Northern Bap
tist Seminary in Chicago to ob
tain a B. D. degree in 1927.
The part of his !training which

has particularly fitted him for his
new position has been his grad
uate study in the field of educa
tion and college administration
in the graduate school of Mar

quette Univers.i·ty. He obtained
his masters degree in 19'29, !his
thesis ibein_e; on "The fFatriily as

the Agency of Character Educa
tion." His doctors wo!'k was re

cently completed with a disserta
tion on "Personality and Value in
Relation to Education."
The new president is married

a'Clin
and has two SOIlS. He is 8Jbout
5 feet, 10 inches tall andl is dark
complexioned. He has a. fine per
sonality, pleasantly expressed.
You may read wisdom and deter
minatdon in the fine features of
his face. Mrs. Martin has not yet
visited In ottawa but according to
information received at rtftle Uni

versity she is a very charming
woman.

Dr. Mar.tin has made three vis
its to Ottawa; the first and sec

ond were for the purpose of con-
/

ferring with the board IOf trustees;
andl the Ithird was made to attend

/

the �as Baptist convention
which was lheld in ottawa Octo
ber 15 to 17. Naturally he has
met quite a large number of ot
tawans. Since that time tthe
writer has had ample opportunity
to obtain resulting impressions.
After Dr. Martin addressed the

state conventdon owtIining some of
his beliefs about education before
an overflow audience, the opin
ions expressed were enthusiastic
approval of the new president. He
undoubtedly sold !himself to those
present.
While attending Ithe convention

Dr. Martin one noon spoke to the
ottawa Rotary club, making a

very favorable impression upon
the group of business men in th·aJt
organfzatton, Downtown impres
sions were thus given a favorable
start.
Dr. Martin in his conferences

with the board! members made ex

cellent impressions and was elect
ed by a unanimous and enthusias
tic vote by !{IDe members whiclh
was probably the most accurate
check on the man; for the board,
through a committee composed of
Fred Martin, A.rbhUr Willis, C. Q.
Chandler, Dr. J. T. Crawford 'and
Dr. W. A. Elliott, had conducted
an investigation lasting several
months.

Dr. W. A. Elliott in comment
ing about the new man said, "As
chairman of the commiIttee on se

curing a president for ottawa



University I am particularly grat
ified in the acceptance of Dr.

M-artin of the position, The com

mittee believes Dr. Martin is well

qualified to lead the institution.
He has the clearest ideas of what
a Christian college ought to be, is
des-irous of making ottawa Uni

versity that kind of a school, and
has the happy fi8JCulty IQ-f winning
men to his support. He is rut home
in the field of reltgious education
as well as in the fIeld of general
education; has taken college ad

ministration in one of the best
universities. OUr committee be
lieves thrut under his lea:der�h.ip a

new day will come to the school."

Other members of the board
said nice things: Bert Anderson:
"In the past few years we have

made an effort to get our feet on
tJhe ground. I think we are ready
to push the school forward and I

feel we have found in Dr. Martin
the right man to leadl us in build

ing a greater University."
Clarence W. Hegberg: "I think

the coming of Dr. Martin is the
best thing rtJhlat could happen to
the University at rtbe present
time."

B. F. Bowers: "In my estima
tion the securing of Dr. Martin
is the greatest step forward we

have made in 25 years."
M. H. Forester: "I am very h,ap

py over ;the appomriment. I ,be
lieve it is the beginning of a new

era for ottawa University."
Dr. Behan at his own request

has returned to the deanship of
the university. It was in this ca

pacity that he first gained the

friendship of all the students and
became one of the best loved fig
ures in tlhe his-tory I()of the school
and it will be :in thls capacity
that he will continue to be the in

spiring leader rthat he has been in
the past.
The board, students. faculty,

and friends have expressed their
sincere admir.rution of Dr. Belhan's

-

splendid! service as acl.dng-presi-

dent during one of the most try
ing periods through which the

Universilty has ever gone.
Indeed a new dray should !be

dawning flQ'r the old Alma Mater
with Dr. Behan remaining to give
of his splendid personality to the
students and with Dr. Martin

coming to lead the University ad-

ministration in actually att.aining
a greater ottawa. All of O. U.# is

. .

agreeing that the new day is here;
a united group of alumni and
friend'S are WOI!k!ing together with
the administration to, accomplish
the objectives tha.Jt will lead to
the concrete realizaJtion of the
new order.

WHAT DR. BEHAN THINKS

It is a cause of real rejoicing that Ottawa Univer
sity is once more to have a president after an interim of
four and one-half years. We have too long lacked def
initely located and responsible financial leadership on

the campus and in the field. Dr. Martin has made a fa
vorable impression upon the trustees and faculty mem

bers whom 11e has met and we are glad to assure him
our heartiest cooperation as he undertakes the hard
task of developing our financial resources which will
make possible the educational program and efficiency
we have long wished to see realized.

WHAT THE ASSOCIATION HEAD THINKS

Through this issue of Tauy Talk our new Presi
dent is being introduced to O. U. alumni. From all re
p·orts and according to the unanimous opinion of all
who have met him Dr. Martin is the right man. He is
a man of dignity and poise, but one whose force of
character stands out in such a way that he is easily rec
ognized as an individual of leadership and action. He
believes thoroughly in the Christian college and his
program for its conduct is based upon the highest
ideals.

A new administration is beginning, directed by
one who is thoroughly familiar with the responsibility
he is assuming.

As alumni we pledge to Dr. Martin 'our unquali
fied cooperation. His courage to meet the tasks pre
sented and faith in future achievements are worthy of
every assistance we can provide.

Ottawa University is entering upon a new era, and
her success will be determined in no 'small degree by
the support 'Of her alumni. The responsibility..�hat· is
ours must be met with the same faith and courage that
are shown by the fine Christian gentleman who is our
new president.

MARION HUME,
President O. U. Alumni Association.
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