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To understand the beginnings of Ottawa University it is necessary to appreciate the nature of

nineteenth centuryAmerican society. Land was cheap, Indians were in the way, anybody with an

eye to speculation could make a slick dollar, and it was unlikely there would be any law to prevent
.it, or that anybody would be prosecuted if a law did exist.

Besides that, expansion was

ill the: air. Town companies,
thick as fleas, sprang up all
over the West-and promoters
began to advertise the merits of
their respective communities,
mentioning railroads, hotels,
livery stables whether they ex­

isted or not, and if luck would

Tauy Jones, an OU Founder

have it, a -college, Every com­

munity wanted a college.
That was the setting. Details

in the Ottawa case unfold some­

thing like this.
The Ottawa Indians, in many

respects "wards" of Baptist
Missions, had been forced into
Kansas by government treaty
in 1832. Despite treaty guaran­
tees that the Indians would be
"forever" unmolested, before
long pressure was upon them
either to sell their lands or

move on-and whether they
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agreed or not, squatters came in
and took over.

..As it happened, the Ottawas
were interested in education
and this spirit had been greatly
stimulated by Rev. Jotham
Meeker, pioneer Baptist printer
and missionary prophet who had
been sent to Kansas by the
Mission Society in 1833.

Tauy Jones, half breed Chip­
pewa, had an uncertain bio­
graphical background though
we do know he was a product
of Baptist Missions and Colgate
(Madison) University. Young
Jones came to Kansas in 1838
to add his bit to the cause of
education.

It is not surprising that in
1860 Jones was in the thick of
plans made by the first Baptist
State Convention to found a

college. Jones encouraged the
Indians to subsidize the institu­
tion, though it is doubtful now
that the Indians knew the school
would be a "college" or under
religious supervision. At any
rate a deal was consummated, in
1862 by treaty, whereby Roger
Williams University was to re­
ceive 20,000 acres of land in
return for some rather nebulous
rewards in the form of scholar­
ships.
As it turned out, only a year

or so of Indian education was

ever planned, and that on a

segregated basis. C. C. Hutch­
inson, Indian Agent, and uni­
versity trustee was selling land
hand over fist, some of which
was Indian and some college,
and not fully accounting for
either. I. S. Kallock, J. W.
Young and others were well
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mixed up in it, also---and at
times it is difficult to trace
any of the transactions .

The university was reincor­
porated on April 21, 1865, with
a new name, one that would not
suggest religious connections,
but four more years elapsed
before any building was com­

pleted. In the meantime either
because of corrupt practices or

through the pressure of dissat­
isfied land speculators or both,
Congress prepared to snuff out
the whole program. This action
was taken in 1872. In this sit­
uation Robert Atkinson, sent to
Kansas in 1868 by the Mission
Board, worked valiantly in
politics and set out to save the
day. The story is too long to
tell here, though it can be said
he had the active support of
Tauy Jones, who paid for his
loyalty to the institution by be­
ing banished from the tribe in
which he had been long a mem­
ber. It is a problem of histori­
cal research to determine how
much Jones was influenced by
a large land grant and 1000
acres more, which he purchased
for $1.00 an acre.

Even so, Milan L. Ward, who
came in 1869, was probably
more important than anybody
in his patient nurture of the
program into something respect­
able scholastically. It is doubt­
ful if Ottawa University had a

founder. It is more likely
there were many.
By 1873, incidentally, by

compromise (again in which
the Indians received nothing
but their lawyers much) the
Indian college relationship was

dissolved.
So came to end the Indian

education feature, the Tauy
Jones era, of Ottawa Univer­
sity.
Ahead lay perils of fire, in­

flation, deflation, and just plain
trouble.
Somewhere it was destined

that Ottawa University was to
become important and signifi­
cant in the cause of Christian
liberal education.

Three OU Seniors Accept
Kansas Teaching Positions
Three more OU seniors have

been placed in teaching posi­
tions in Kansas. Nathela Allen
and Shirley Gwartney will
teach in the Topeka school

system, and Barbara Upson will
teach second grade in Manhat­
tan.

Dr. Bacon of OU Faculty
by Beverly Finch

He leans forward, plants his

hands firmly on his desk, and

begins to speak intensely. The

tones of his voice r'ise and fall.
There seems to be a note of

urgency in his lecture that

compels everyone to sit forward
�
and listen. This is Dr. John
Bacon as his students know him

in class. But look at the dream
world which hovers above his
head. John Martin caught him
napping in his office and drew
this cartoon.
Watching him as he stands

before the class, one notices
that his coat is never buttoned.
It hangs loosely from his
shoulders, appearing to be
somewhat longer in front than

"HISTORY OF OU" TO
BE FINISHED IN APRIL
Mr. Haworth's "History of

DU", which he began in Febru­
ary of 1953, will be ready to
go to the publisher sometime
in April. The completed manu­

script has been typed. All that
remains before it goes to the
publisher are the editorial cor­
rections, selection of pictures,
and the completion of the in­
dex. The completed manuscript
will contain about 200 pages,
170 of which are actual history.
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in the back. He doesn't seem

to like to have the collar of his

shirt starched. His eyes are

dark and penetrating. They are

firm, yet they hold a gleam of
kindness and laughter.
Dr. Bacon always seems to

be laughing except, perhaps,
when he is impressing upon his
students the importance of a

subject.
From any classroom in Ward

Science Hall, one can hear his
laughter. The students who
know him smile and tell the
newcomer, "That's 'Bac.' He
teaches biology here."

Anytime Dr. Bacon is not in
class, he may be seen strolling
toward the campus store
sm610ng his pipe. It's coffee
time. On holidays and week
ends if one should see a man

stretched out on a river bank
with a pipe in one hand and a

fishing pole in the other"
chances are this would be Dr,
Bacon.
Dr. Bacon's students find

they must work very hard to
make a good grade. He does
not tolerate laziness. But, after
a student has finished one of
Dr. Bacon's courses, he can say
to himself, "I have learned
what I'm supposed to learn."
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