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weDancing with Words!.
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Before | tell you who said what's here as T e~
a title, | should explain that this Think- i/ g iy Y
sheet is a follow-up on #3264, "Alberto S
deMarco," a thumbnail of an undersung
Religionslehrer (religion-teacher) in post-
WW2 Germany (& the best friend | ever
had in Europe). People-threads make

up the weave we call "history," & some
threads are gold.

Now, to take up the thread from #3264,
here is the story. Loree took this photo
of Al & me just before we three had what
was for him the last supper in the U.S.
(except for Ellis Island). Loree had cooked a duck dinner in an only slightly famili-
ar kitchen (in Chicago, 1946; '45-'46, our first year of marriage, Loree & | had to
live seriatim in 11 places). As an ex-POW, he could never return to America.

After dinner, as Loree was cleaning up (that not yet having become men's work),
she heard Al & me in the livingroom having a riotous conversation. Afterwards,
she said "You were dancing with. words!" He was fluentin German-Iltalian-French &
spoke elegant British English (having two degrees from Engusn colleges). We were
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both Ianguﬁe—lovers & did indeed enjoy word-play, playing with words--as "in the ‘Eg g
much later movie, "Dance.s with Wolves," which was the name some Amerinds gave E: Y
Kevin Costner when they saw him playing with a wolf. (My 4-page Thinksheet theo- g¢g
logy-&-culture review of the film--my best even--shows its multicultural word-danc- (:a;,,;
ing.) §§§§
<
1 As evangelical Christians, Al & | had a numinous-sacramental expectation about § ;o
language: it was God's creation-instrument (Gn.1.3, "God said”; "not one thing in Sicele
all creation was made without” the incarnate Word [Jn.1.3 TEVI), is God's instrument &3>
of presence & guidance (the last sentence in Mt.), & at the end of canon provides Eg

a lively & steadying hope (Rev.22.20 TEV: "I am coming soon!"). The bio-fact distin-
guishing our species from all others is the voicebox-cortex connection, providing

a vastly greater phoneme/sememe connection than any other creature's. In our outer
¢ inner lives, we can play/dance & pray/love & ponder/plan with words!

pe3yyTuIad

2 In a summer/47 letter to Al (then back in Germany), | had this comment on an
essay in which | thought he'd overcredited the scientific method of knowledge-attain-
ment: "As our Billy [a bit past 1/2 year old] is in a rather advanced stage of learn-
ing to use his hands, so are you with your terms and ideas. There is still that
freshness, that experimental curiosity, which gives the reader at times the feeling
that words and thoughts have not yet become tools, are still toys. But this is en-
couraging rather than disconcerting, for the young toyless will become the old toolless.
And may God deliver us from toollessness when there is so much work to be done!.....
Having a child and teaching languages [Hebrew & Greek] combine to sensitize me to
the transition from audio-toys toaudio-tools. In both cases, where there is no fun
there is no profit. Here God has given me an unanticipated opportunity to serve
through wordplay. Students come to me in word-slavery, their words so much the
masters of their ideas and so little a part of their thinking selves that prejudice sticks
out all over on them. | use the biblical languages to pry the biblical ideas loose
from the students' English words, and the biblical ideas loose from the devotional
realities. The history of modern propaganda, religious as well as political, indicates
that freedom from sin is impossible without freedom from words. | would not rob
my students of their "gospel narrowness," but | would help them to obtain a broad
narrowness, a breadth of sympathetic and appreciative understanding in combination
with the 'Jesus-only '-ness of the gospel--rare combination, indeed!....More and
more | am impressied with the apostolic injunction, 'Speak the truth in love!'....The
human communicative ideal...."
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1 do noi: rebuke you ror correspdndential dilatorinesa when 1 remj.nd
M that in yours of April 19 youipromisd to. angwer: my: 1etter,  lmore
ly no' sooner than I shall have:struck-home:base.”: Home;bhasg ean-
not hdve taken this long, but getting settled-aghin; as. setiled,as
. the &Wsettledness of your-land will-permit, has doubtless
absorbed all your timé and’energy. 1t is not.a mere. xpleastm@;xv».vhen
I say that I'd like t0 be with:youl in your situation:iwith,fherest
of the world as it is, there 1s an unréality, an -outoftouchness: about
1ife in these United States, what LIFE magazine recently‘ called, as
the title of a pictorial article, "This Pleasant Land.'. There's a)
rclaﬁ}@ess about the American way of life which could not exist’
were we Americans more chrletiMy ‘concer'ned about the plight of
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tent of “your phllosophlcal axercitﬁas, is before mb.‘s < AR our: Billy L I]
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 toy-tooi-business, I' may say’ that'maving s «child’ and teaching:Aangu-
‘ages combine bo sensitize me’ to the Lrensitiond-dnboth chasee,: where
theérg’ 1s' no fun there will be nwprofit) where-there was moydfum there

is no profit. ‘In the second vase p'articxﬁarlyx:[ find tGod has' given
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More zmd more am-T impr' ssexl, to continué\“in the ~Sane. vein, @with:.

the apostolic injunctio 'W“ ~These fou, .,
wman _communicative ideal. :QOne. oanpotr

*w) do oxproan for me the
4pealt the tvuth in love whéen one does not understand errer,.inm;..

ones ovm communication as well as in that of the other. One can-

not understand error in oneself without a repentgnce whichidig=..

passionately examines ones prejudices and a faith whichheae@?& [y %

onesy n{‘f‘ivmﬂhna. Andi oke ‘canhotounderstand esvror:lr-anothe S ”U'

withoud that =vmnathetio apnreclation of e viswneint: nat onag ;o 4/\,‘*

“owvm -whigh only Fdisa iplined-reasonv {under; yoursbrgad deginitiog qf

\eax. from.pulpits
hurts M8 becavee Lt 1s eloser: o . ~in'melieq thsn
“toi speakiinw trath inilove. JAnd.this at. .a. stage in. thejpanoremai,

- of “human’ affairs when the prbéathingof -the Gospelicould: beimore |

e

o 2w gmmaFeran RIsh 3; 0N Q(qu
\ﬂut lat me calm’ dovm f‘mm smh nﬁbecomim; Omortatipn to A%

: thern Baptict) ot Northorn Baptdsk. Assevgﬂ;y. Groungls;,.

(fpoatep Ba L’th! “;-(v(‘-'a. ez i i ) e J_.:l-_,.},‘ Intand J,- 2 Yn oidld end
W : X -,

....hm'se ‘bookiag--sent to il in:

‘effectivé than ever beforel: Aarfor: you,ipreach+ the. Goeg@llmgouo
" have 4t in’vou 1n yoir u;an“aré.tiotrmld nation to: bﬁ; anothern_gn@t ar

s

51O

near Philarif“lphia for ten weeks, in fact. The docto
take it eansy this sumer, so: L!ve atayed.avay from: the aohqo[;ls,ﬂpzzz:
the/ Tirst timo. in thirtcon Taarss.. The Theological, Con;far Tels rﬁpr-

that I'vo not gotten out thc picturss you. asked.for.. Hag n
Fanted me to

‘isconsin, wapn the first time .g , 2
aﬂm_nari_en ovar: gat togethor=-andyias, fﬁ.n apf I am awa%i}u
time this has happencd in tho dife. of-; any+ American..ds
We had great timel Baatem was: der h&it]&:{s ;[poredd.blgl

& 2 war L4t
-‘rﬁm&Lior__@.mll-_ (mrk’.ing mominga%rirwcentna,l Hebng
*£ather'a 'placs. " Now we're a month with my Lfolks Ranma :
'falo, N.T., suburb.:. (A sidslight s Evef since: Lor:ee & gounrse
?‘111 logic At rmste**n, law hes fascinafzed her.-
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-.She's, sat,
ther's court (lately, eQen faoum. gam@.eng
Tast Week): LAt anarg!;l;, sy end.
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Ehufong darld gevien anbintdd qtedd 1o

s agr'ew mth th *oom.tion yov ascign scrlentiflc methaod, wk shomld
J1ike to-add a caveat. While sdiente criticizes*w;_f-_v ;_{;gg;gypgﬁqpr—

yoctly say), there 1s in most sciontfats. scalstortiondof on
yrteh sglentifiic method:seems: tmnece”&itt@:@' fwadceh 3 Em.s?r;m .

ble  throdgli "seient ifie isclferd theism aloner, ;. - , h .3
mogt dsmioastrabls Is apt to: svpear .mgut- Mportant - with~tr
fhot the gquantitative dominafcs-end the  qualtative. H{othicssre:
tics, rclirlon) -is given short shrift. - -The -usual, rﬁﬂm(’tij* 18
objectiori is ‘thet when. ths ethical, bheaesthetw,mand:rmhe, [Lglous
rcalme of human concornw%{ the new material thrgwn
up in the processes wilTl correct this ortion. This souids
plausible. My plea, however, 1s that philosophers of science should
not speak of that stage as’falready accomfjijhed.

Your friend, In Christ, il
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