
SCRIPTURE AS A DERIVATIVE AUTHORITY 

 

ELLIOTT #1954 

 

     

Thinksheet #1953 is a personal reflection on "Scripture as Authority" in itself: 
#1954 is Scripture as authority in relation  primarily to "Jesus as Lord," secondar-
ily to the three other derivative authorities for Christian faith/order/life/work.... 
I designed this "authority" window for the Morton (IL) Community Church new building 
during my 101/2-year pastorate there, and wrote its interpreation for THE CHRISTIAN 
CENTURY, THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY,*and (as reproduced, over) YOUR GUIDE TO MORTON COM-
MUNITY CHURCH (1953). (*Jan/53 cover, the artist's cartoon.) 

The Bible is in the category of the world's religions' sacred scriptures 
and in the context of Judaism and (with the addition of NT) Christianity. A parish-
ioner of mine offered to be the donor if I'd redesign, putting the Bible in the middle; 
I refused this heretical-bibliolatrous suggestion, and the building had a ten-foot hole 
in it (boarded over) till she relented. The story is pertinent to the gathering (at 
Craigville, 4-6Sept85: "Colloquy II," on the authority of Scripture in the UCC) for 
which I prepared this thinksheet. 
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