AIDS, HEALTHY FEAR, & THE SOUL:
", ...1 PRAY THEE, LORD, MY SOUL TO KEEP.” -------- ELLtoTT #2141
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Most Thinksheets are confluences. Maybe all. To move my soul to make this
one, these flowed together:..(l) Today's newspapers (14Feb87), spectaculariz-
ing the putative radical effects of the work of The Jesus Seminar (an idea of
Amos Wilder, who smiled recently when I credited him with it in a Boston speech
~-since the idea is often credited to Robt. Funk, who acted on AW's suggestion).
What's fresh about the JS is that instead of seeking Jesus' exact words (ipsis-
sima verba), it's reaching for his voice (vox Iesu), his speech behavior in his
language world (though I'm slightly alkrgic to both coinages in recent hermen-
eutical epistemology). Instead of "undermining'--scareword of the journalists
~-the Christian witness, the project will place the essentials on a firmer foun-
dation, though some excesses are certain because sense-making in our secular cul-
ture tempts scholars, in the interest of plausibility, to reductionism (on the
positive side, minimalism): no "history" without give-&-take of the strengths/
weaknesses of both then & now...(2) This month's media frenzy over sex as threat
—-threat of (unwanted teen) pregnancy & of AIDS (and, in general, SAD--my coin-
age for 'sex acquired diseases'). Sex has always been, existentially, promise
& threat. Since the 1960s till now, the promise-pleasure side of the scale has
been overweighted & overrated, the threat-pain side neglected, & fear rejected.
A healthy fear of sex may be making a comeback, without unhealthy excess (para-
noia & superstitions). The currently debated public-school sex-education issue
here is: To what extent, if at all should fear be used to protect against teen
pregnancy & AIDS? '"School authorities'" are hampered here by educationism's fear
of fear, taboo against negative reinforcement. ''Healthy fear'" means appropriate
fear, fear correlating with actual threats. Everything I'm reading/seeing in
the media indicates that teen pregnancy & AIDS are being viewed as actual threats;
nothing, not a single instance, of God being so viewed--even though, histori- -
cally, the fear of God was our civilization's #1 sex-control sanction! So far
have we wandered away from this #1 that calling down the fear of God is viewed
as a fundamentalist benighted obscurantist obscenity. God, if alive, is thought
not to use threat/punishments. —— s
Bg, this letter (cCT, 6Feb 87) Religion, science and AIDS hysteria
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ology lent its weight against traditional Western dualism, the soul/
body split suggested in the "NowIlayme...."” To what? It lent its
weight to the wholeness-holism movement, which was fed also by streawms
from the social sciences (incl. psychology & anthropology). (c) Lin-
guistic positivism & the materialism of the natural sciences made

talk of the "soul” antique or at least out of fashion. (d) Family
religion was in steep decline right along with family cohesion. (e)

As the prayer did not fit children's publicschool learning, and the
children vere less exposed to church religion (& more exposed to se-
cularistic television), the prayer seemed more & more irrelevant and
even unreal to the children (as also to the parents). 2nd finally, (f)
the prayer, which it itself is affirmative of life here & hereafter,
came to seem death-oriented & life-denying, associating bed with grave.
A pity, as I shall show:

2. "The soul,” whatever the reality the word points to & enshrines,
is not an optional for Western civilization with its high view of
"the individual,™ "the person,” "the spirit,"” "the self”"--all of them
synonyms along with "the soul.® The oft-adduced fact that "the soul”
was not a major concept in some ancient religions, incl. that of

the prelJewish Hebrews, and is not a familiar idea in some religions
today (eg, Puddhism), is irrelevant to its importance in the reli-
gions of the West. We didn't need Mort. Adler to tell us "the soul”
is one of the 102 "Great Ideas of ¥Western Man." Just look at our
hymns: "Jesus, Lover of my soul"..."Hangs ny helpless soul on Thee”
..."Ch receive my soul at last" (an adult version of "NowIlay me...").
All the terms underlined in this section sink or swim together. The
Thinksheet immediately preceding this one traces some roots of "the
soul” in history, but we must avoid the nothing-but fallacy (" 'The
soul' is nothing but a historical figment I can explain away by tell-
ing you it's origin & associations."”)

3. In the days of moral muscle, before the onslaught of mushy "un-
conditional love,” "the soul” signaled moral seriousness, the real-
ity of this-&-next-world consequences for human behavior. This
ethical dynamic was developed in all the cultural streams converg-
ing to form the West, and without it freedom cannot be maintained.

4. In the Gospels, Jesus for us models soul-&-body, now-&-forever
commitment to & trust in God,and himself is (as some catechisms

have it) "my confidence in life & in death." While in the paroxysms
of pain on the cross he at first felt God-abandoned (as Ps.22.1, qgtd.
in Mt.27.46Ff & M.15.34f), he made final trustful commitment to God
(L.23.46, quoting Ps.31.5, whose Hebrew is exactly gqtd. in Delitzsch
Hebrew NT, BFRS/37--and used almost exactly in the Jewish liturgi-
cal poem "Adon Olam”). (For this attitude, see also Mt.26.39 &
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Syn. parallels, & Jn.12.27.) I commit my spirit (or "self" or "soul”).
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