
"ROOTS": SOUNDING MODERN HEBREW 	 Elliott )764 

"IP" means how Hebrew is spoken/heard now in Israel: "Israeli pronunciation." On 
this thinksheet, a professor of Hebrew literature in Hebrew University, Jerusalem, 
lays it out. [P.196, Stan. Burnshaw et al, THE MODERN HEBREW POEM ITSELF (H,RW/ 
65)--excellent for getting the feel of the Hebrew language in general, of the Is-
raeli Hebrew in particular.] 

Not much different from how any of us were taught to sound Hebrew. Some assimil-
ation: kaf/kof; tet/tav; bet/haf; alef/ayin; the three "a" vowels; the five "e" 
vowels; short/long "i"; the four "o" vowels; the two "u" vowels; and three in-
stances among the diphthongs. Much as modern Greek in comparison with the Greek 
of earlier periods--or English, for that matter 	It's almost a paradoxical 
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